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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE RULES 

2007-2008 
 
 

1. A quorum for the Committee shall be seven (7) members. 
 

2. The Chair shall determine bills and resolutions to be considered and the order in 
which such are called. 

 
3. A bill, resolution, or other matter will be considered only after presentation by the 

principal author or a legislator whom he/she may designate. In the event more than 
one member of the General Assembly has signed a measure, the principal author 
shall be the one whose name appears first in the list of authors. 

 
4. The Committee shall convene, recess, and adjourn upon the order of the Chair. 

 
5. The rules of the Senate shall prevail in all matters not covered by Committee rules. 

 
6. These rules may be amended upon motion duly made and subsequently approved by 

three-fourths of the members of the Committee provided that written notice has been 
given 48 hours prior to the Committee meeting. 

 
7. Any member(s) of the Committee who disagrees with the majority report of the 

Committee shall have the privilege to file a minority report. 
 

8. The Chair shall have the authority to refer bills and resolutions to subcommittees for 
study.  Such subcommittees shall have the authority to make recommendations to the 
full Committee; but no measure will be returned to the full Senate except after 
consideration by full Committee. 



THE JOINT SENATE AND HOUSE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE met in Room 606 of the CLOB, January 28, 2008.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                         

Pearson, 51st, Chair 
Rogers, 21st, Vice-Chair 
Jackson, 24th

Mullis, 53rd

Schaefer, 50th

Tarver, 22nd                                                                               
 
Chairman Pearson called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. and welcomed the Department of 
Economic Development to speak to the committee.  Senators Carter, 13th, Brown, 26th, Chance, 
16th, Hooks, 14th, Murphy, 27th, and C. Thompson, 5th, were absent. 
 
NOTE:   Senator Murphy, 27th, arrived at 2:36 p.m. 
 
The welcome and introduction was given by Todd Greene, President of the Georgia Economic 
Development Association.  He provided a brief description of GEDA’s Legislative Agenda for 
2008.  Heidi Green, Deputy Commissioner of Global Commerce Division and Charlie Gatlin, 
Deputy Commissioner of Tourism and Marketing from the Georgia Department of Economic 
Development spoke to the committee regarding their Legislative Agenda and desire for 
meaningful incentives to draw development opportunities.  A presentation was given by Tim 
Evan from the Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce on the importance of Lake Lanier as it relates 
to economic opportunities.  A presentation was given by Jane Fryer, LaGrange-Troup County 
Chamber of Commerce to speak to marketing dollars as it relates to economic opportunities and 
the development of KIA.   
 
NOTE:   Senator Tarver, 22nd, left at 2:52 p.m. 
 
A presentation was given by Brad Lofton, Valdosta-Lowndes County Development Authority on 
the benefits of OneGeorgia in rural areas.  A presentation was given by Lynn Pitts, Savannah 
Economic Development Authority on Biofuels. 
 
NOTE:   Senator Rogers, 21st, left at 2:58 p.m. 
 
Closing remarks were given by Commissioner Stewart from the Georgia Department of 
Economic Development. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Chip Pearson of the 51st, Chairman 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 



THE SENATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE met in Room 310 of 
the CLOB, February 11, 2008. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                                Pearson, 51st, Chair 

                                                    Rogers, 21st, Vice-Chair 
                                 Brown, 26th                                      
                                 Chance, 16th

                                Hooks, 14th

                                   Jackson, 24th

                                 Mullis, 53rd

                                    Murphy, 27th

                                     Schaefer, 50th

            
Chairman Pearson called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.  Senators, Carter, 13th, Tarver, 22nd, 
and C. Thompson, 5th, were absent.    
 
SB 359 (Senator Golden, 8th) Made in Georgia; create program; promoting goods/product 
manufactured in Ga.; provide for rules/regulations 
 
Senator Golden, 8th, presented the bill.  Mr. Roy Bowen, President of the Georgia Traditional 
Manufacturers Association and Dr. Roger Tutterow, Professor of Economics at Mercer 
University spoke in favor of the bill.  Senator Mullis, 53rd, made the motion that SB 359 “DO 
PASS.”   Senator Brown, 26th, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 8-0. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:29 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Chip Pearson of the 51st, Chairman 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb359.htm


THE SENATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE met in Room 310 of 
the CLOB, February 21, 2008. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                            Pearson, 51st, Chair 

    Chance, 16th                                                 
   Hooks, 14th

     Jackson, 24th

               Mullis, 53rd

                              Murphy, 27th                             
                             Tarver, 22nd

                                   
Chairman Pearson, 51st, called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.  The Committee Secretary called 
the roll and a quorum was present.  Senators Brown, 26th, Carter, 13th, Rogers, 21st, Schaefer, 50th, 
and C. Thompson, 5th, were absent.    
 
NOTE: Senator Carter, 13th, arrived at 2:13 p.m. 
 Senator Schaefer, 50th, arrived at 2:13 p.m. 
 Senator C. Thompson, 5th, arrived at 2:14 p.m. 
 
SB 484 (Senator Pearson, 51st) State Purchasing; funds appropriated to state's budget units; 
dedicated to projects/contracts involving small businesses 
Senator Pearson, 51st, presented the bill and offered a substitute to provide for local government 
to follow a reasonable and practicable standard.  Matt Hicks from the Association County 
Commissioners of Georgia spoke in support of the amendment.  Senator Mullis, 53rd, made the 
motion that SB 484 “DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.”   Senator Murphy, 27th, seconded the 
motion.  The bill passed 9-0. 
 
HB 297 (Representative Freeman, 140th) Recreational vehicle dealers; conventions; provide 
certain exemptions 
Senator Tolleson, 20th, presented the bill on behalf of Representative Freeman, 140th.  
 
NOTE: Senator Chance, 16th, left at 2:19 p.m. 
 
Senator Hooks, 14th, made the motion that HB 297 “DO PASS.”   Senator Mullis, 53rd, seconded 
the motion.  The bill passed 8-0. 
 
HB 1088 (Representative Parrish, 156th) Economic Development, Department of; 
agricultural tourist attractions; provisions 
Representative Parrish, 156th, presented the bill.  Senator Mullis, 53rd, made the motion that HB 
1088 “DO PASS.”   Senator Jackson, 24th, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 8-0. 
 
HB 291 (Representative Wilkinson, 52nd) Georgia Council for the Arts; Georgia Arts 
Alliance; create 
Representative Wilkinson, 52nd, presented the bill and offered a committee substitute. 
 
NOTE: Senator Chance, 16th, returned at 2:26 p.m. 
 Senator Mullis, 53rd, left at 2:29 p.m. 
 Senator Brown, 26th, arrived at 2:29 p.m. 
 
Senator Hooks, 14th, made the motion that HB 291 “DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.” Senator 
Chance, 16th, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 9-0. 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb484.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb297.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb1088.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb291.htm


HR 1158 (Representative Byrd, 20th) Georgia BIO; commend  
Senator Murphy, 27th, presented the bill on behalf of Representative Byrd, 20th.   
 
NOTE: Senator Carter, 13th, left at 2:36 p.m.  
 Senator Chance, 16th, left at 2:37 p.m. 
 
Senator Tarver, 22nd, made the motion that HR 1158 “DO PASS.”   Senator Schaefer, 50th, 
seconded the motion.  The bill passed 8-0. 
 
SB 440 (Senator Douglas, 17th) Bingo; define certain terms; provide certain nonprofit 
organizations may sell certain pull tab games of chance 
Senator Douglas, 17th, presented the bill.  No one was present to speak to the bill. 
 
NOTE: Senator Carter, 13th, returned at 2:41 p.m.  
 Senator Chance, 16th, returned at 2:47 p.m. 
 
Senator C. Thompson, 5th, made the motion that SB 440 “DO PASS.”   Senator Mullis, 53rd, 
seconded the motion.  The bill passed 9-1 with Senator Tarver, 22nd, casting a dissenting vote. 
 
SB 449 (Senator Heath, 31st) Landowners Protection Act of 2008; limit liability of certain 
landowners; who permit hunting on their property or allowing for agritourism 
Senator Heath, 31st, presented the bill.  Mr. Josh Belinfante, Governor’s Deputy Executive 
Counsel, spoke in support of the bill.  Bill Clark from the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association and 
Jay Sadd from the firm of Slappey and Sadd spoke in opposition to the bill.   
 
NOTE: Senator Rogers, 21st, arrived at 3:05 p.m.  
 
Gary Black from the Georgia Agribusiness Council and Chad Carlton from Georgia Farm Bureau 
spoke in support of the bill. 
 
NOTE: Senator Chance, 16th, left at 3:22 p.m. 
 
Chairman Pearson, 51st, appointed a subcommittee to work on perfecting the legislation.  Senators 
Carter, 13th, Hooks, 14th, Tarver, 22nd, and C. Thompson, 5th, were appointed to the subcommittee 
and were asked to report back to the full committee at the next meeting. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
/s/ Senator Joseph Carter of the 13th, Secretary 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hr1158.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb440.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb449.htm


THE SENATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE met in Room 307 of 
the CLOB, February 27, 2008. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                            Pearson, 51st, Chair 

                                                  Rogers, 21st, Vice-Chair 
                                              Carter, 13th, Secretary 

                               Chance, 16th

                                 Jackson, 24th

                                  Schaefer, 50th

                               Tarver, 22nd

                           
Chairman Pearson, 51st, called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.  The Committee Secretary called 
the roll and a quorum was present.  Senators Brown, 26th, Hooks, 14th, Mullis, 53rd, Murphy, 27th, 
and C. Thompson, 5th, were absent.    
 
SB 449 (Senator Heath, 31st) Landowners Protection Act of 2008; limit liability of certain 
landowners; who permit hunting on their property or allowing for agritourism 
Senator Heath, 31st, presented the bill.   Senator Jackson, 24th, made the motion that SB 449 “DO 
PASS.”   Senator Schaefer, 50th, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 5-1 with the dissenting 
vote being cast by Senator Tarver, 22nd. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Joseph Carter of the 13th, Secretary 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb449.htm


THE SENATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE met in Room 122 of 
the State Capitol, February 28, 2008. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                            Pearson, 51st, Chair 

                              Brown, 26th                                  
                               Chance, 16th

                              Hooks, 14th                                     
                                 Murphy, 27th

                                  Schaefer, 50th

                              Tarver, 22nd

                          
Chairman Pearson, 51st, called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.  The Committee Secretary called 
the roll and a quorum was present.    Senators Carter, 13th Jackson, 24th, Mullis, 53rd, Rogers, 21st, 
and C. Thompson, 5th, were absent.    
 
SB 426 (Senator Chapman, 3rd) State-Owned Lands; prohibit construction of new private 
residential housing; prevent impairment of obligation of contracts 
 
SB 427 (Senator Chapman, 3rd) Jekyll Island-State Park Authority; require certain 
restrictions in leases or deeds for certain property 
 
SB 428 (Senator Chapman, 3rd) Jekyll Island-State Park Authority; define certain terms 
Senator Chapman, 3rd, presented the bills.  Mr. David Egan, Co-Director of the Initiative to 
Protect Jekyll Island State Park, spoke in support of the bills. 
 
NOTE: Senator Rogers, 21st, arrived at 2:13 p.m. 
 Senator Jackson, 24th, arrived at 2:15 p.m. 
 
Mr. Steve Croy, member of the Board of Directors for the Jekyll Island Authority, spoke in 
opposition of the bills.  Mr. Ben Porter, Chairman of the Board of Directors for the Jekyll Island 
Authority, also spoke against the bills. 
 
NOTE: Senator Mullis, 53rd, arrived at 2:31 p.m. 
 Senator Carter, 13th, arrived at 2:40 p.m. 
 
Senator Mullis, 53rd, made the motion that SB 426 “DO NOT PASS.”   Senator Rogers, 21st, 
seconded the motion.  Senator Chance, 16th, requested that he be excused from the vote due to a 
fiduciary conflict.  The motion passed 7-2 with the dissenting votes being cast by Senators 
Brown, 26th, and Tarver, 22nd. 
 
Senator Mullis, 53rd, made the motion that SB 427 “DO NOT PASS.”   Senator Murphy, 27th, 
seconded the motion.  Senator Chance, 16th, requested that he be excused from the vote due to a 
fiduciary conflict.  The motion passed 6-3 with the dissenting votes being cast by Senators 
Brown, 26th, Hooks, 14th, and Tarver, 22nd. 
 
Senator Tarver, 22nd, made the motion that SB 428 “DO PASS.”   Senator Brown, 26th, 
seconded the motion.  Senator Chance, 16th, requested that he be excused from the vote due to a 
fiduciary conflict.  The motion failed 2-7 with Senators Brown, 26th, and Tarver, 22nd in support 
and Senators Carter, 13th, Hooks, 14th, Jackson, 24th, Mullis, 53rd, Murphy, 27th, Rogers, 21st, and 
Schaefer, 50th, casting a dissenting vote. 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb426.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb427.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb428.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb426.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb427.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb428.htm


With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Joseph Carter of the 13th, Secretary 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 



THE SENATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE met in Room 307 of 
the CLOB, March 5, 2008. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                              Pearson, 51st, Chair 

                                                  Rogers, 21st, Vice-Chair 
                                              Carter, 13th, Secretary 

                               Chance, 16th

                                 Jackson, 24th

                              Mullis, 53rd

                                 Murphy, 27th

                                  Schaefer, 50th

                               Tarver, 22nd

                                       
(*This meeting was held one hour before session on the 28th day.  Due to the time constraints, 
Chairman Pearson, 51st, began the meeting without a quorum so the sponsors would have time to 
present their bills.  The bills were presented and a vote was called at the end as a quorum was 
established.)          
                           
Chairman Pearson, 51st, began the meeting at 12:09 p.m.   
 
SB 526 (Senator Harp, 29th) Lottery for Education Act; define certain terms; under certain 
conditions lottery winnings may be assigned; court order 
Senator Harp, 29th, presented the bill.  No one spoke for or against the bill. 
 
SR 1056 (Senator Mullis, 53rd) Natural Resources, Dept of; urged to work in conjunction 
with Dept. of Economic Development; feasibility of restoring/preserving historic barns 
Senator Mullis, 53rd, presented the bill.  No one spoke for or against the bill. 
 
SB 542 (Senator Heath, 31st) Military, Emergency & Veterans Affairs; local redevelopment 
authorities; confer powers/impose duties; provide for membership; appointment 
Senator Heather, 31st, offered a substitute.  General Phil Browning presented the bill.  Senator 
Fort, 39th, spoke against the bill and requested that HB 817 move instead of this bill.   
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and a quorum was present.  Senators Brown, 
26th, Hooks, 14th, and C. Thompson, 5th, were absent. 
 
Senator Carter, 13th, made the motion that SB 542 “DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.”   Senator 
Jackson, 24th, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 8-0.   
 
NOTE: Senator Chance, 16th, left at 12:49 p.m. 
 
Senator Murphy, 27th, made the motion that SB 526 “DO PASS.”   Senator Mullis, 53rd, 
seconded the motion.  The bill passed 7-0. 
 
Senator Jackson, 24th, made the motion that SR 1056 “DO PASS.”   Senator Carter, 13th, 
seconded the motion.  The bill passed 7-0. 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb526.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sr1056.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb542.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb542.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb526.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sr1056.htm


With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:52 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Joseph Carter of the 13th, Secretary 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 



THE SENATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE met in Room 307 of the 
CLOB, March 19, 2008. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                             Pearson, 51st, Chair 

                                                 Rogers, 21st, Vice-Chair 
                                              Carter, 13th, Secretary 

                              Brown, 26th

                              Hooks, 14th                                  
                                 Jackson, 24th

                               Mullis, 53rd

                                  Schaefer, 50th

                                                           
Chairman Pearson, 51st, called the meeting to order at 3:06 p.m.  The Committee Secretary called 
the roll and a quorum was present.    Senators Chance 16th, Murphy, 27th, Tarver 22nd, and C. 
Thompson, 5th, were absent.  
 
SR 1097 (Senator Rogers, 21st) Future of Manufacturing in Georgia; create Senate Study 
Committee; appointment 
Senator Rogers, 21st, presented the bill.  Senator Mullis, 53rd, made the motion that SB 1097 “DO 
PASS.”  Senator Jackson, 24th, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 7-0. 
 
HB 1126 (Representative Horne, 71st) Downtown development authorities; directors; 
provisions 
Representative Horne, 71st, presented the bill.  Mr. Lamar Norton from the Georgia Municipal 
Association spoke in favor of the bill.  The committee offered an amendment on line 14 after the 
word “area” to remove the period and insert “and is a resident of the state of Georgia.” Senator 
Hooks, 14th, made the motion that the amendment “DO PASS.”  Senator Brown, 26th, seconded 
the motion.  The amendment passed 7-0.  Senator Hooks, 14th, made the motion that HB 1126 
“DO PASS AS AMENDED.”   Senator Schaefer, 50th, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 7-
0. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Joseph Carter of the 13th, Secretary 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sr1097.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb1126.htm


THE SENATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE met in Room 123 of 
the Capitol, April 1, 2008. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                            Pearson, 51st, Chair 

                                                 Rogers, 21st, Vice-Chair 
                                              Carter, 13th, Secretary 

                              Chance 16th

                               Mullis, 53rd

                                  Schaefer, 50th

                               Tarver, 22nd         
                                              

Chairman Pearson, 51st, called the meeting to order at 9:12 a.m.  The Committee Secretary called 
the roll and a quorum was present.    Senators Brown, 26th, Hooks, 14th, Jackson, 24th, Murphy, 
27th, and C. Thompson, 5th, were absent.    
 
HB 953 (Representative C. Hill, 180th) War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission Act; enact 
Representative C. Hill, 180th, presented the bill.  Senator Mullis, 53rd, made the motion that HB 
953 “DO PASS.”  Senator Rogers, 21st, seconded the motion.  The bill passed 6-0. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:17 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Joseph Carter of the 13th, Secretary 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb953.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 7, 2008 
 
 
 
Mr. Bob Ewing 
Secretary of the Senate 
353 State Capitol Bldg. 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
 
Dear Mr. Ewing, 
 
I hereby submit the following bills upon which no action was taken by the Senate 
Economic Development Committee during the 2008 Legislative session of the General 
Assembly. 
 
SB 337
SB 343  
SB 431
SR 1073
 
SB 428 failed in Committee. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Donna Yeomans 
Recording Secretary 
Senate Economic Development Committee 
 
 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb337.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb343.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb431.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sr1073.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb428.htm

