
 
Minutes of the 

Senate Ethics Committee 
 

February 7, 2008 
 
 
A meeting of the Senate Ethics Committee was held on February 7, 2008 in the Senate 
Mezzanine Room 455 of the Capitol.  Chairman Unterman called the meeting to order at 
2:00 p.m.  Members present included Hooks of the 14th, Schaefer of the 50th,  Butler of 
the 55th, Hamrick of the 30th, Johnson of the 1st, Meyer von Bremen of the 12th, Murphy 
of the 27th, Reed of the 35th, Stoner of the 6th, and Thomas of the 54th. 
 

SB 387 (Staton, 18th) Absentee Ballots
 
Senator Staton presented the bill. Senator Staton explained that this was largely a 
housekeeping bill. This bill amends Georgia law on absentee ballots in four ways: (1) it 
would allow an elector to cast an absentee ballot in person at any time prior to the 
election without providing a reason; (2) persons voting by absentee ballot pursuant to the 
Federal Uniform and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act would be able to 
electronically request an official ballot; (3) registrars or absentee ballot clerks would have 
to verify absentee ballot applications by comparing the signature on an application with 
the signature on the elector’s voter registration card; and (4) registrars and absentee ballot 
clerks would be required to store received absentee ballots in a manner that prevents 
tampering and unauthorized access.   
 
Senator Don Thomas moved that SB 387 Do Pass. Senator George Hooks seconded. The 
bill passed 8 to 1, with one nay vote from Senator Kasim Reed.  
 

SB 387 DO PASS 
 
 

NOTE: Senator Murphy arrived at 2:08 p.m. 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb387.htm


 
 

 
SB 372 (Reed, 35th) Local Government; ethics panels

 
Senator Reed presented the bill. Senator Reed explained that this bill arose out of 
discussions within the Ethics Committee from last year and has been crafted after much 
consultation with members of the Committee and entities such as GMA.  Senator Reed 
said many citizens in communities across Georgia have little recourse to challenge the 
unethical conduct of their local elected officials, and the creation of ethics panels will 
help remedy this situation.  Senator Johnson offered a substitute to include the reforms to 
Georgia’s lobbyist laws.  The provision related to meals for General Assembly members, 
he explained, and is intended to eliminate the reliance on lobbyists to provide food for 
lawmakers for working lunches and dinners. 
 
Mr. Norton of GMA stated that this legislation complements current initiatives of GMA 
related to ethics, and that his organization supports this bill.   
 
 

NOTE: Senators Murphy, Schaefer, and Stoner left at 2:41 p.m. 
 
 
Mr. Rick Thompson of the State Ethics Commission expressed some reservations about 
adding to the definition of “lobbyist.” After discussion, the Committee responded to his 
concerns about vagueness by agreeing to explicitly exclude attorneys representing clients 
in administrative hearings from the new definition.   
 
Mr. Bozart of Common Cause of Georgia praised the bill, but did express concern over a 
provision allowing for the removal of an ethics panel member by the body they are 
charged with overseeing. A change in language agreed upon by the Committee, however, 
alleviated his reservations. Ms. Megan Middleton, on behalf of the City of Atlanta, 
supported the bill substitute. 
 
Senator Eric Johnson moved that an amendment be made to the committee substitute to 
include the reforms to Georgia’s lobbyist laws. Senator Don Thomas seconded.   
    
Senator Don Thomas moved that SB 372 Do Pass By Substitute. Senator Eric Johnson 
seconded. The bill passed unanimously.  
 

SB 372 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb372.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb372.htm


 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by the Chairman at 2:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Nancy Schaefer 50th, Secretary 
 
 
/s/ Debra Charnote, Recording Secretary 



 
Minutes of the 

Senate Ethics Committee 
 

March 4, 2008 
 

A meeting of the Senate Ethics Committee was held on March 4, 2008 in Room 125 of 
the Capitol.  Chairman Unterman called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Members 
present included Hooks of the 14th, Schaefer of the 50th,  Hamrick of the 30th, Hill of the 
4th, Johnson of the 1st, and Stoner of the 6th. 
 

HB 296 (May, 111th) Special Elections; held on certain dates
 
Representative May presented the bill. Rep. May explained that this bill was very similar 
to SB 71, which was introduced by Sen. Williams last year.  The purpose of this bill is to 
ensure that referendums are submitted to voters at times when it is likely that people will 
actually vote.  Rep. May said that this legislation will increase voter participation for 
special elections but will not jeopardize the passage of a SPLOST that is needed by a 
community. Studies of past elections have found that SPLOSTs pass over 90% of the 
time, no matter when they are on the ballot. This bill would reduce the number of dates 
on which special elections to submit questions to the voters may be held.  In odd-
numbered years, such an election could be held either on the third Tuesday in March or 
on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November.  In even-numbered years, these 
special elections could be held on the date of a presidential preference primary, the date 
of a general primary, or the Tuesday after the first Monday in November.  This 
legislation would go into effect on January 1, 2010.   
 
Unlike SB 71, HB 296 originally did not provide for special elections to be allowed on 
the dates of a presidential preference primary.  Gwin Hall of the Georgia Municipal 
Association and Michele NeSmith of the Association County Commissioners of Georgia 
both said that their organizations would not object to this legislation if such a provision 
was added to HB 296.  Ms. Hall noted that this bill applies not just to SPLOSTs, but to 
bond referendums as well, and this additional date would give local governments more 
flexibility to take advantage of favorable market conditions. The Committee unanimously 
agreed to this addition, which was incorporated into the Committee substitute. 
 
Senator Hooks moved that HB 296 Do Pass By Substitute. Senator Jack Hill seconded. 
The bill passed unanimously.  
 

HB 296 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb296.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb71.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/hb296.htm


 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by the Chairman at 8:50 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Senator Nancy Schaefer 50th, Secretary 
 
 
/s/ Debra Charnote, Recording Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 1, 2008 
 
 
 
 

Honorable Bob Ewing 
Secretary of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Room 353 
Atlanta, GA   30334 
 
Dear Mr. Ewing: 
 
Along with the minutes of the Senate Ethics Committee, I am returning the 
following Bills and Resolutions: 
 
SB 179
SB 422
SR 970
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Debra Charnote 
Recording Secretary 
Senate Ethics Committee 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb179.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sb422.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/sum/sr970.htm

	 
	 

