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SENATE ETHICS COMMITTEE
RULES
2009-2010 Term

1. Quorum of the Committee shall be six (6) members.

2. The chairperson shall determine which bills and resolutions are to be considered and the
order in which said measures are considered.

3. The chairperson shall have the authority to refer bills and resolutions to subcommittees for
study. Such subcommittees in turn shall have the authority to make recommendations on such
measures to the full Committee at such time as shall be designated by the chairperson.

4. The Committee shall convene, recess, and adjourn upon the order of the chairperson.

5. A bill or resolution will be considered only after presentation by its principal author or other
legislator whom he or she may designate. The principal author shall be the legislator whose
name appears first on the list of authors.

6. Any member or members of the Committee who disagree with the majority report of the
Committee shall be privileged to file a minority report if they so desire.

7. (a) There shall be an Executive Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Ethics. The
Executive Subcommittee shall consist of the three officers of the Senate Committee on Ethics
(i.e., the chairperson, the vice-chairperson, and the secretary of the Senate Committee on
Ethics), except that if there is no Senator from the minority party among the three officers of the
Senate Committee on Ethics, then the Executive Subcommittee shall consist of the chairperson
and vice-chairperson of the Senate Committee on Ethics and a Senator from the minority party
appointed to the Executive Subcommittee by the chairperson.

(b) The Executive Subcommittee shall act as a screening panel for communication received by
the Committee that:
(1) Allege violations of Section 1, Part 4 of the Rules of the Senate or otherwise indicate that
an investigation by the Senate Committee on Ethics may be warranted; and
(2) Are not formal complaints by a Senator or staff member.

(c) The screening function of the Executive Subcommittee is established in view of the facts that:
(1) The Senate Committee on Ethics is not required to take any action with respect to such a
communication that is not a formal complaint; but
(2) The Senate Committee on Ethics is authorized to initiate an investigation on its own
initiative and such a communication may be of such a nature as to indicate a need for such
an investigation.

(d) Upon receipt of a communication described in subsection (b) of this rule, if the
communication is in writing and signed, the chairperson may, but shall not be required to,
convene the Executive Subcommittee to consider the matter.



(e) All matters determined by the Subcommittee to be complaints within the meaning of Senate
Rule 1-4.11 shall remain confidential until the Committee has determined that substantial cause
exists that a violation occurred. If the Committee determines that substantial cause does not
exist that a violation occurred, the complaint shall remain confidential.

(f) If the Executive Subcommittee determines that the communication described in subsection
(b) of this rule does not meet the standards for a complaint under Senate Rule 1-4.11, the
Executive Subcommittee shall treat the communication as confidential. The Executive
Subcommittee may refer the communication to the Committee for the Committee to take
action under Rule 7 (c) (2) of the Senate Ethics Committee Rules. Such referral shall be
confidential until and unless disclosure is required by these Rules or the Rules of the Senate.

(g) If the Executive Subcommittee determines that there is a substantial probability that the
matter merits the opening of an investigation by the full Committee, that determination shall be
communicated to the full Committee. Such communication from the Executive Subcommittee to
the Committee shall be confidential. If the Executive Subcommittee determines that there is no
substantial probability that the matter merits the opening of an investigation by the full
Committee, then no report of such determination to the full Committee shall be required and
the matter shall stand disposed of and the matter shall remain confidential subject to the Rules
of the Senate.

(h) Nothing in this Rule shall operate to preclude or bar any subsequent formal complaint or any
subsequent Committee investigation in any case; and no determination by the Executive
Subcommittee shall be binding on the full Committee.

(i) Subject to Senate Rule 1-4.11(c), matters referred to the Subcommittee shall be considered
confidential unless the Subcommittee finds that valid public policy reasons require the
Subcommittee to not treat the matter as confidential.

(j) Any Senate staff or counsel selected by the Ethics Committee, the Executive Subcommittee,
or the Chairman of the Ethics Committee to investigate complaints alleging violation of Senate
Rules or investigating or responding to any matters deemed confidential by Senate Rules or the
Senate Ethics Committee Rules shall maintain at all times the confidentiality of the matter.

8. Requests made pursuant to Senate Rule 1-4.10 for the opinion or advice of the Ethics
Committee and any opinions or advice of the Ethics Committee and any opinions or advice given
shall be confidential.

9. These Rules may be amended upon a motion duly made and subsequently approved by two-
thirds of the members of the Committee.

10. Where these Rules are silent on a specific issue, the Rules of the Senate in effect at the time
shall govern.



Ethics Committee Meeting
Jan. 25,2010
Mezz 1 — Capitol

Members present:

Moody (56™), Chairman Hamrick (30"
Hooks (14™), Vice Chairman  Jackson (2")
Crosby (13"), Secretary Stoner (6")
Butler (55™) Thomas (54™)

Douglas (17"

Chairman Moody called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. and welcomed everyone present. He
introduced himself as new chairman of the Senate Ethics Committee for 2010 and introduced
the new committee staff. Because he was a new chairman, asked the committee to review the
rules for 2010, which were unchanged from 2009, and re-adopt them. Sen. Hooks motioned to
adopt the rules, Sen. Thomas seconded the adoption, and the rules were unanimously
readopted.

Chairman Moody announced that a joint informational meeting for Ethics would be held at 1:30
p.m. in CLOB 506. With no further business to discuss, Chairman Moody adjourned the meeting
at 1:10 p.m.

/s/ Sen. John Crosby, 13", Secretary

/s/ Joy Fethe, Recording Secretary



Ethics Committee Meeting
Feb. 8, 2010
Mezz 1 — Capitol

Members present:

Moody (56™), Chairman Douglas (17"
Hooks (14”‘), Vice Chairman Hamrick (30“‘)
Crosby (13"), Secretary Jackson (2™)
Butler (55™) Stoner (6™)

Chairman Moody called the meeting to order at 1:17 p.m.

HB 540 (Representative Scott, 153") — Elections; remove references to ballot cards; provisions
—LC 28 4716S

Michael O’Sullivan, Director of Legislative Affairs for the Secretary of State, presented the bill to
the committee. He described it as a housekeeping bill that would clarify or change numerous
provisions and explained it section-by-section using a handout (attached). There was some
discussion on who was considered an active or inactive voter, and their ability to vote. O’Sullivan
confirmed that inactive voters are able to vote. There was also discussion on establishing a
range of acceptable time before an election for counties to provide election information to
municipalities, rather than just a deadline. Marcia Rubensohn with the Georgia Municipal
Association then spoke to the committee. She said that GMA hoped to add language allowing
election supervisors to be volunteers rather than paid employees of a municipality. O’Sullivan
said that the state Attorney General was of the opinion that this was already allowed, and that
no statute said an election supervisor must be a paid employee. Sen. Moody asked O’Sullivan
and Rubensohn to work together on that issue before the next Ethics Committee meeting.

Sen. Moody announced that HB 540 would be voted on at the next meeting and, with no further
business, adjourned the meeting at 2:02 p.m.

/s/ Sen. John Crosby, 13" Secretary

/s/ Joy Fethe, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb540.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb540.htm

OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor

February 9, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ewing
Secretary of the Senate
353 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Bob:

Please let this letter serve as official notice that Senator Hardie Davis, 22nd, is
hereby appointed to the following Senate Committees:

Economic Development

Insurance and Labor

State and Local Governmental Operations

Transportation

Ethics

Government Oversight

This appointment is effective immediately.
Please contact my office if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

/sl Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor



Ethics Committee Meeting
February 10, 2010
Mezz 1 — Capitol

Members present:

Moody (56™), Chairman Hamrick (30"
Hooks (14"), Vice Chairman  Hill (4™)
Butler (55™) Thomas (54™)

Douglas (17"
Chairman Moody called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.

HB 540 (Representative Scott, 153") — Elections; remove references to ballot cards; provisions
—LC 28 5067S

Michael O’Sullivan, Director of Legislative Affairs for the Secretary of State, presented the
committee sub to the committee. He reviewed the changes to the sub: it allows volunteers to
supervise municipal elections, as suggested by the Georgia Municipal Association, and provides
a window of time for counties and municipalities to exchange election information, as suggested
by Chairman Moody, rather than merely a final deadline.

Sen. Douglas motioned DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE, and Sen. Thomas seconded the motion. The
vote was unanimous. HB 540 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Sen. Crosby agreed to carry the bill in

the Senate.

With no further business to discuss, Chairman Moody adjourned the meeting at 1:09.

s/ Sen. Dan Moody, , Chairman
/s/ Sen. Dan Moody, 56, Chai

/s/ Joy Fethe, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb540.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb540.htm

Senate Ethics Committee
February 17, 2010
Room 450 — Capitol

Members present:

Moody (56™), Chairman Douglas (17"
Hooks (14), Vice Chairman Hamrick (30"
Crosby (13), Secretary Stoner (6")

Butler (55™) Thomas (54™)

Davis (22™)
Chairman Moody called the meeting to order at 1:20 p.m.
SB 406 — (Staton, 18"‘) Elections; provide for online voter registration; procedures — LC 28 4960

Sen. Staton presented the bill to the committee. He described the bill as largely bipartisan,
expanding access for voters, and said that numerous other states are taking similar action. He
said in other states that have instituted online voter registration, voter participation has
increased, and costs have decreased. Tracey-Ann Nelson, Executive Director of the League of
Women Voters of Georgia, spoke in favor of the bill but also expressed concern that matching
names with the Department of Driver Services database for security would result in new citizens
not being allowed to vote. Wes Taylor, Director of Elections for the Secretary of State, said
naturalized citizens are informed upon becoming citizens that they need to update their status
with government agencies. Sen. Stoner said that similar difficulties in matching records for
minority voters have led the U.S. Department of Justice to deny preclearance to the voting
security measures the S.0.S. attempted to put in place recently. Michael O’Sullivan, Director of
Legislative Affairs for the Secretary of State, said the S.0.S. does not anticipate this being a
problem because SB 406 would only add a means to register, and people will still have the
option to register on paper without the matching process. He said that preclearance will be
sought from the D.0.J., and that any minimal costs will be defrayed by federal funds so there is
no need for a fiscal note. There was further brief discussion, and Matt Hicks of the Association
County Commissioners of Georgia also expressed support of the bill.

Sen. Douglas motioned DO PASS, and Sen. Thomas seconded the motion. The vote was 7-1 in
favor, with the following supporting passage: Sen. Hooks, Sen. Crosby, Sen. Butler, Sen. Douglas,
Sen. Hamrick, Sen. Stoner, and Sen. Thomas. Sen. Hardie Davis voted against passage. SB 406
DO PASS.

With no further business to discuss, Chairman Moody adjourned the meeting at 1:59.

/s/ Sen. John Crosby, 13", Secretary

/s/ Joy Fethe, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb406.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb406.htm

Ethics Committee Meeting
March 31, 2010
Room 450 — Capitol

Members present:

Moody (56™), Chairman Hill (4™
Hooks (14"), Vice Chairman  Stoner (6")
Crosby (13"), Secretary Williams (19'"), Ex-Officio

Hamrick (30"
Chairman Moody called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. Sen. Williams was appointed Ex-
Officio by Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle, expiring at the end of the day (letter attached

below).

HB 665 — (Representative Hamilton, 23"’) Elections; 2010 pilot program; electronic
transmission of absentee ballots; provisions — LC 28 5012S

Rep. Hamilton presented the bill to the committee. Sen. Hooks motioned DO PASS, and Sen.
Stoner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. HB 655 DO PASS.

HB 1073 - (Representative Meadows, 5“‘) Elections; absentee ballots to uniformed and
overseas voters; provisions — LC 28 5119S

Rep. Meadows presented the bill to the committee. Sen. Hooks motioned DO PASS, and Sen.
Crosby seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Sen. Williams said he would carry the

bill on the floor. HB 1073 DO PASS.

With no further business to discuss, Chairman Moody adjourned the meeting at 9:07 a.m.

/s/ Sen. John Crosby, 13" Secretary

/s/ Joy Fethe, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb665.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb665.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb1073.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb1073.htm

OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor

March 31, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ewing

Secretary of the Senate

353 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Bob:

Pursuant to Senate Rule 2-3.2, please let this letter serve as official notice that
Senator Tommie Williams, 19th, is hereby appointed to the Senate Committee on
Ethics as an Ex-Officio Member.

This appointment is effective immediately and expires at the end of the day.

Please contact my office if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

/sl Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor



DAN MOODY
Senator

State Capitol
Office 421-C
Atlanta, Georgia
30334

dan.moody @senate.ga.gov
Phone: 404-463-8055
Fax: 404-651-6768

May 26, 2010

Honorable Bob Ewing
Secretary of the Senate
State Capitol

Room 353

Atlanta, Ga. 30334

Dear Mr. Ewing:

The State Senate

CHAIRMAN
MAJORITY CAUCUS

COMMITTEES
Ethics — Chairman
Education & Youth — Vice Chairman
Insurance & Labor — Secretary
Assignments
Appropriations
Rules

Reapportionment & Redistricting
Regulated Industries & Utilities

Along with the minutes of the Senate Ethics Committee, | am returning the following

Bills and Resolutions:
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SB 35 SB 348
SB 37 SB 349
SB 119 SB 359
SB 126 SB 382
SB 134 SB 394

Respectfully submitted,

/sl Joy Fethe
Recording Secretary
Senate Ethics Committee

SB 434 SB 527
SB 463 SR 260
SB 464 SR 637
SB 465 HB 45
SB 466 HB 1242
SB 467

SB 468

SB 469


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb11.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb185.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb434.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb527.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb33.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb242.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb463.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr260.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb34.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb273.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb464.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr637.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb35.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb348.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb465.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb45.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb37.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb349.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb466.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb1242.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb119.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb359.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb467.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb126.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb382.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb468.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb134.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb394.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb469.htm

