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10.

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE RULES

2010

Quorum of the Committee shall be six (6) members.

The Chairman shall determine which bills, resolutions, substitutes, or
amendments are to be considered and the order in which said measures are
considered; the Chairman shall have the authority and discretion to call a bill,
resolution, substitute or amendment for debate and explanation only or to limit
consideration of such measures.

The Chairman shall have the authority to refer bills and resolutions to
subcommittee for study. Such subcommittees in turn shall have the authority to
make recommendation on such measures to the full Committee at such times as
shall be designated by the Chairman.

The Chairman shall have the authority to schedule, manage, and regulate the
debate on bills, resolutions, substitutes, and amendments, and may in his
discretion recognize motions related to such measures and the order in which they
are recognized.

The Committee shall convene, recess and adjourn upon the order of the Chairman.

A Dill or resolution will be considered only after presentation by its principal
author or other legislator whom he/she may designate unless otherwise directed
by the Chairman. The principal author shall be the legislator whose name appears
first on the list of authors.

The Chairman reserves the right to delay or decline action on substitutes and
amendments not provided by the Chairman in writing at least 24 hours prior to the
hearing in which they are presented.

Any Member or Members of the Committee who disagree with the majority
report of the Committee shall be privileged to file a minority report if they so
desire.

These rules may be amended upon a motion duly made and subsequently
approved by two-thirds of the members of the Committee.

Where these rules are silent on a specific issue, the Rules of the Senate as adopted
shall govern.



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, January 28, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"
Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Hill, 32"
Hamrick, 30", Secretary Wiles, 37"

Cowsert, 46"
Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.

SB 235 (Pearson, 51%) — Microchip Consent Act

Senator Pearson, 51%, presented the bill to the committee.
Sue Ella Deadwyler, citizen, testified before the committee in support of the legislation.
There was a lot of discussion and the committee decided on the following substitute:

Change the bill from a civil tort (Title 51) to a crime (Title 16); change the wording in
section (c), line 27 to, “Any person who implants a microchip in violation of this Code
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor”; delete the words in section (d), line 30, “shall
be entitled to pursue criminal charges in addition to filing a civil action for damages”, and
insert “may file a civil action for damages.”; delete lines 31 through 33; delete the words
on line 34, “or similar device”; change the effective date from 2009 to 2010.

Senator Wiles, 37", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Harp, 29",
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 7/0. SB 235 DO PASS BY
SUBSTITUTE.

SR 795 (Harp, 29") — Health Care Systems: restricts a persons’ freedom of choice (PF)
CA

Due to time constraints, Chairman Smith, 52", with the author’s consent, postponed SR
795 until the next Judiciary meeting on February 1, 2010.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
10:57 a.m.

/s/ Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb235.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb235.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr795.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr795.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr795.htm

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, February 1, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Fort, 39"
Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Hill, 32"
Hamrick, 30", Secretary Ramsey, 43"
Crosby, 13" Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

SR 795 (Harp, 29 — Health Care System: restricts a person’s freedom of choice
CA

Senator Harp, 29" presented the bill to the committee.

There was some discussion.

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Wiles, 37", seconded the motion.
The vote was 4/2. Senator Hamrick, 30", was not present for the vote. Senator Fort,

39" and Senator Ramsey, 43", voted no. SR 795 DO PASS.

SR 829 (Hill, 32" — Georgia Attorney General: urged to challenge H.R. 3590

Senator Hill, 32", presented the bill to the committee.

There was some discussion.

Senator Wiles, 37", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Harp, 29", seconded the motion.
The vote was 5/2. Senator Fort, 39", and Senator Ramsey, 43", voted no. SR 829 DO
PASS.

SR 830 (Hill, 32™) _ Georgia Attorney General: urging to challenge H.R. 3590

Senator Hill, 32", presented the bill to the committee.
There was some discussion.
Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Wiles, 37", seconded the motion.

The vote was 5/2. Senator Fort, 39", and Senator Ramsey, 43", voted no. SR 830 DO
PASS.


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr795.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr795.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr829.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr829.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr830.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr830.htm

There being no further business taken, Senator Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at 3:20
p.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, February 4, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Cowsert, 46"

Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Crosby, 13"

Hamrick, 30", Secretary Ramsey, 43"

Brown, 26 Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio
Wiles 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

HB 185 (Rep. Willard, 49m) — Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals; emergency
powers; provisions

Representative Willard, 49", presented the bill to the committee.

Tonya Griesbach, Administrative Offices of the Courts, testified before the committee in
support of the bill.

There was some discussion and Chairman Smith, 52", had concerns about the bill. The
committee decided on the following substitutes: line 88, add *“as declared by the
Governor.” and line 61, add “In the event no Supreme Court justice is available, then a
panel of the Court of Appeals shall consider the appeal in an expedited manner.”

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Ramsey, 43",
seconded the motion. The vote was 7/1. Senator Wiles, 37", voted nay. HB 185 DO
PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Hamrick, 30", will carry the bill in the Senate.

SB 300 (Ramsey, 43™) — Offenses: sexual assault against persons in custody:
provisions

Senator Ramsey, 43", presented the bill to the committee.

There was some discussion. The committee recommended the bill be placed in a
subcommittee to report back to the full committee at a later time.

Senator Wiles, 37", made a motion to place SB 300 in a subcommittee. Senator
Seabaugh, 28", seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 7/0. SB 300 PLACED
IN SUBCOMMITTEE.


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb185.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb185.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb300.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb300.htm

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
4:00 p.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, February 8, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"
Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Fort, 39"
Hamrick, 30", Secretary Hill, 32"
Cowsert, 46" Ramsey, 43™
Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.

SB 334 (Hill, 322%) — Crime: medical identity fraud: provide punishment

Senator Hill, 32" presented the bill to the committee.
There was some discussion.

Senator Harp, 29", with the suggestions of Jill Travis, Legislative Counsel, proposed the
following substitutes: add a new Section 2 for private right of action; re-word lines 65
and 71, subsection (c) and insert “Any person who commits the offense of medical
identity fraud shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished
by imprisonment for not less than two nor more than ten years, by a fine not to exceed
$100,000.00, or by both. Any person who is convicted of medical identity fraud shall
upon the second or subsequent conviction be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by
imprisonment for not less than three nor more than 15 years, by a fine not to exceed
$250,000.00, or by both.”; delete subsection “e”; insert Code section 16-9-172.

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Hill, 32",
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 8/0. SB 334 DO PASS BY
SUBSTITUTE.

SB 313 (Harbison, 15 — Grand Juries: oath shall be given to all witnesses: to
provide that an unsworn testimony shall be disallowed

Senator Harbison, 15", presented the bill to the committee.

The following people testified before the committee in opposition to the bill: Garry
Moss, District Attorney Association; and Grady Dukes, Police Benevolent Association.

There was some discussion. The committee suggested the following substitute, with
Senator Ramsey’s, 15", approval: line 12 (a) delete “including, without limitation, law
enforcement officers.” and lines 19-22 delete in its entirety subsection (c).


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb334.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb334.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb313.htm

Senator Ramsey, 43" made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Harp, 29"
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 7/0. Senator Hill, 32", left the meeting
before the vote. SB 313 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
4:40 p.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb313.htm

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, February 15, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"

Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Fort, 39™

Hamrick, 30", Secretary Ramsey, 43"

Cowsert, 46" Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio
Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.

SB 371 (Cowsert, 46m) — Georgia Bureau of Investigation; authority to investigate;
fraudulent real estate

Senator Cowsert, 46™, presented the bill to the committee.

Vernon Keenan, Director, Georgia Bureau of Investigation, testified before the
committee in support of the bill.

There was some discussion. Senator Harp, 29", suggested the following substitute; in
Section 1, change Code section “16-8-105" to “16-8-104.

Senator Cowsert, 46", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Seabaugh,
28" seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 8/0. SB 371 DO PASS BY
SUBSTITUTE.

SB 103 (Hamrick, 30%) — Georgia Condominium Act: failure of a declarant to carry
out duties; provisions

Senator Hamrick, 30", presented the bill to the committee.

After some discussion, the committee decided to hold the bill in committee for further
study. Senator Hamrick, 30" will obtain more information. SB 103 HELD IN
COMMITTEE.

SB 302 (Hooks, 141 — Wills, Trusts: when no distribution made: notify district
attorney

Senator Hooks, 14™, presented the bill to the committee.

After a lot of discussion, it was agreed upon by the committee and Senator Hooks, 14",
that the bill be held in committee for further study. SB 302 HELD IN COMMITTEE.


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb371.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb371.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb103.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb103.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb302.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb302.htm

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
4:05 p.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, February 18, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"
Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Hill, 32"
Hamrick, 30", Secretary Ramsey, 43"
Cowsert, 46" Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 1:25 p.m.

SB 333 (Hill, 32m) — Property: prohibit covenants: owner’s right to display the U.S.
and Georgia Flag

Senator Hill, 32", presented the bill to the committee.
There was some discussion.

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Hill, 32", seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous 7/0. SB 333 DO PASS.

SB 364 (Station, 181 — Massage Therapist: conviction for sexual offense: license
suspended

Senator Staton, 18", presented the bill to the committee.

The following people testified before the committee in support of the bill: Stephanie
Davis, Georgia Women for a Change; Dr. Mary Alice Morgan, Macon University and
MG Alert; Andrew Silver, Chairman, MG Alert — Middle Georgia Alliance to End
Regional Trafficking; Joe Allen, Vice Chairman, Bibb County Commission; Dee Simms,
Crisis Line and Safe House of Central Georgia; Ted Baggett, Georgia Municipal
Association.

There was a lot of discussion. Chairman Smith, 52" said that the bill needed some
clarification and he assigned SB 364 to a subcommittee of the following Senate Judiciary
members: Senator Crosby, 13", Chairman; Senator Cowsert, 46"; Senator Hamrick, 30™;
and Senator Seabaugh, 28". SB 364 placed in subcommittee.


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb333.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb333.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb364.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb364.htm

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
2:40 p.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Friday, February 19, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Fort, 39"

Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Hill, 32"

Hamrick, 30", Secretary Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio
Crosby, 13" Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 1:47 p.m.

SB 342 (Smith, 52%9) — Governor: revise powers to suspend, limit the sale, dispensing
or transportation of firearms during states of emergency

Chairman Smith, 52", presented the bill to the committee.
Jerry Henry, Georgia Carry, testified before the committee in support of the bill.

There was some discussion. The committee decided to make the following substitute:
line 13 delete “firearms” and “provided, however, that any limitation on”; and delete
entirely lines 14, 15, 16 and 17, leaving “and” at the end of the sentence.

Senator Hill, 32", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Seabaugh, 28",
seconded the motion. The vote was 6/1 with Senator Fort, 39", voting nay. SB 342 DO
PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.

SB 173 (Hamrick, 30%) — Criminal Justice Coordination Council: councilmembers’
compensation/reimbursement of expenses; provisions

Senator Hamrick, 30", presented the bill to the committee.

Molly Perry, Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, testified before the committee in
support of the bill.

There was some discussion.

Senator Seabaugh, 28" made a motion DO PASS. Senator Crosby, 13", seconded the
motion. The vote was unanimous 7/0. SB 173 DO PASS.

SB 103 (Hamrick, 30%) — Georgia Condominium Act: failure of a declarant to carry
out certain duties; provisions; transfer of control to the unit owners

Senator Hamrick presented the bill to the committee.


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb342.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb342.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb173.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb173.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb103.htm

After some discussion, it was agreed upon by the author and committee to hold the bill in
committee for further study.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting at 2:45
p.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, March 1, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"
Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Fort, 39™
Brown, 26" Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio

Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 3:45 p.m.

SB 423 (Smith, 52”) — “Smash and Grab Act”; additional offenses to the definition
of “designated felony act”

Chairman Smith, 52", presented the bill to the committee and said this meeting would be
a HEARING ONLY.

The following people testified before the committee in support of the bill: John
Heavener, Georgia Retail Association; Bettieanne Hart, Fulton County District Attorney;
Scott Berry, Oconee County; Stephanie Gallagher, Saks Fifth Avenue; Orrick K. Curry,
Atlanta Police Department — Gang Investigation Unit; Kay Green, Midtown EyeCare.

Sandra Michaels, Georgia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, also testified before
the committee with suggestions for changes.

There was some discussion.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
4:45 p.m.

/s/ Senator Preston W. Smith, 52", Chairman

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb423.htm

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, March 8, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Fort, 39"
Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Hill, 32"
Cowsert, 46" Ramsey, 43"
Crosby, 13" Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 1:13 p.m.

SB 391 (Unterman, 459 — Proceedings: provide for certain children found
incompetent to stand trial

Chairman Smith, 52", presented the substitute bill to the committee on behalf of Senator
Unterman, 45™.

The following people testified before the committee in support of the substitute bill:
Consuelo Campbell, Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities;
Rita Young, All About Developmental Disability; Ellyn Jeager, Mental Health America
of Georgia.

There was some discussion.

Senator Ramsey, 43" made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Fort, 39",
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 6/0. Senator Hill, 32", was not present
for the vote due to committee scheduling conflict. SB 391 DO PASS BY
SUBSTITUTE.

SB 304 (Unterman, 45%) — Offenses: mandate a minimum age: offenses of
prostitution

Chairman Smith, 52" opened the floor for testimony. The following people testified
before the committee in support of the bill: Kaffie McCullough, A Future Not a Past;
Brent Wilson, Angela’s House; Cherul Deluca-Johnson, Street Grace; Pamela Perkins,
Interfaith Children’s Movement; Dalia Raine, Fulton County District Attorney;
Shondeana Morris, Fulton County District Attorney; Ellyn Jeager, Mental Health
America; Marjorie Girth, Interfaith Children’s Movement; Mary Boyert, Archdiocese of
Atlanta; Mary Frances Bowley, Wellspring Living; Wendell Phillips, Presbyterian of
Greater Atlanta; Stephanie Davs, Georgia Women for A Change; Julianna McConnell,
Georgia Commission on Women.


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb391.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb391.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb304.htm

The following people testified before the committee in opposition to the bill: Tanya
Ditty, Concerned Women for America; Anne Perry, Eagle Forum; Sue Ella Deadwyler,
Eagle Forum; Paul McDonald, citizen; Senator Pam Glanton, citizen; Judy Craft, Georgia
Christian Alliance.

After a lot of discussion, it was decided by the committee to hold SB 304 in committee
for further study.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
3:35 p.m.

/s/ Senator Preston Smith, 52" Chairman

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb304.htm

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, March 11, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"
Hamrick, 30", Secretary ~ Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio
Brown, 26" Wiles, 37"

Cowsert, 46"
Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

SB 439 (Smith, 52" — Offenses: provide for neutrality with regard to the offense of
incest

Senator Smith, 52", presented the bill to the committee.
There was some discussion.

Senator Brown, 26", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Seabaugh, 28", seconded the
motion. The vote was unanimous 6/0. SB 439 DO PASS.

SB 364 (Staton, 181 — Massage Therapist: conviction for sexual offense: license
suspended

Senator Staton, 18", presented the recommendation of the subcommittee members —
substitute bill LC 29 4231S.

Shelly Senterfitt, Georgia Women for Change, testified before the committee in support
of the substitute.

There was some discussion.

Senator Brown, 26”‘, made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Wiles, 37”‘,
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 6/0. SB 364 DO PASS BY
SUBSTITUTE.

SB 103 (Hamrick, 30" — Georgia Condominium Act: failure of a declarant to carry
out certain duties; provisions, transfer of control to the unit owners

Senator Hamrick, 30", presented the bill to the committee.

Mike Zenner, Community Associations Institute, testified before the committee in
support of the bill.


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb439.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb439.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb364.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb364.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb103.htm

After some discussion, it was agreed upon by Senator Hamrick, 30", and Chairman
Smith, 52" to hold the bill in committee for further study. SB 103 HELD IN
COMMITTEE.

SB 403 (Hamrick, 30%) — Anti-crime and Safe Streets Act of 2010: provide a
condition; Fourth Amendment rights regarding search/seizure

Senator Hamrick, 30", presented the bill to the committee.

James Rawls, State Pardons and Paroles, testified before the committee with
recommendations for changes in the bill.

After further discussion, it was agreed upon by Senator Hamrick, 30", and Chairman
Smith, 52" to hold the bill in committee for further study.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
10:55 a.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb103.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb403.htm

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, March 18, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"

Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Fort, 39™

Brown, 26" Ramsey, 43"

Cowsert, 46" Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio
Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52 called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.

SB 302 (Hooks, 14%) — Wills, Trusts: when no distribution made, notify district
attorney

Senator Hooks, 14™, presented the bill to the committee. This bill was held in committee
since the February 15, 2010 meeting. The changes were discussed.

Senator Wiles, 37", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Harp, 29", seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous 6/0. Senator Seabaugh, 28", was not present for the vote. SB
302 DO PASS.

SB 423 (Smith, 52”) — “Smash and Grab Act”; add offenses to the definition of
“designated felony act”

Chairman Smith, 52", presented the substitute bill to the committee.

The following people testified in support of the bill: John Heavener, Georgia Retail
Association; Betty Ann Hart, Fulton County District Attorney’s Office; Scott Berry,
Georgia Sheriff’s Association, Oconee County; Stephanie Gallagher, Saks 5" Avenue;
Investigator Curry, Atlanta Police Department, Gang Unit; Kaye Greene, small business
owner; Michael Liberatore, Macy’s, Loss Prevention.

Sandra Michaels, Georgia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, testified in
opposition to the bill.

There was some discussion. Senator Cowsert, 46", proposed a substitute on line 24:
change “$100” to “$500” to align with criminal trespass law.

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Fort, 39™,
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 8/0. SB 423 DO PASS BY
SUBSTITUTE.
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SB 375 (Unterman, 45m) — Behavioral Health/Developmental Disabilities; revise
provisions

Senator Unterman, 45™, presented the bill to the committee.

The following people testified before the committee in support of the bill: Consuelo
Campbell, Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities; and Bobby
Cagle, Department of Family and Children Services.

There was some discussion. Senator Wiles, 37", proposed deleting on lines 36 and 39
“second original”; and line 163 delete “informs” and insert “provides information for”.

Senator Harp, 29™ ‘made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Croshy, 13",
seconded the motion. The vote was 6/1. Senator Seabaugh, 28", voted nay. SB 375 DO
PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.

SB 461 (Harp, 29m) — Wills, Trusts, Estate; provide for construction of wills/trust
instruments referring to federal estate; provide for judicial construction of such
wills

Senator Harp, 29" presented the bill to the committee.

Nikola Dijuric, Fiduciary Law Section of Georgia State Bar, testified before the
committee in support of the bill.

There was some discussion.

Senator Wiles, 37", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Ramsey, 43", seconded the
motion. The vote was unanimous 8/0. SB 461 DO PASS.

SB 488 (Cowsert, 461 — Georgia Foreign Money Judgments Recognition Act: not
recognize foreign judgments in defamation actions

Senator Cowsert, 46™, presented the bill to the committee.

David Vigilante, Turner Broadcasting/CNN, testified before the committee in support of
the bill.

There was some discussion

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Ramsey, 43", seconded the
motion. The vote was unanimous 8/0. SB 488 DO PASS.
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SB 491 (Cowsert, 46m) — Civil Practice; grounds of exercise; personal jurisdiction
over nonresidents involved in domestic relation cases

Senator Cowsert, 46™, presented the bill to the committee.

The following people testified before the committee in support of the bill: Judge Tom
Campbell, Council of Superior Court Judges; Tina Roddenberry, Family Law section of
State Bar of Georgia; Christopher Anderson, Family Law Section of Western Circuit,
State Bar of Georgia; Marvin Solvier, Atlanta Bar Association, Family Law Section.
There was some discussion.

Senator Seabaugh, 28", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Harp, 29", seconded the
motion. The vote was unanimous 8/0. SB 491 DO PASS.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
11:55 a.m.

/s/ Senator Preston Smith, 52" Chairman

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday, March 22, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building
SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman

Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio

Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", was not able to call the meeting to order due to a lack of quorum.
Bills were not heard or voted on.

The following bills were on the agenda:

SB 103 (Hamrick, 30%) — Georgia Condominium Act: failure of a declarant to carry
out duties; provisions

SB 499 (Seabaugh, 28™) — Estates: provide for a tenancy in the entirety: exceptions

SB 471 (Harp, ng) — Adoption; require home study by evaluator prior to placement
of a child

SB 452 (Tate, 38m) — College and University Special District Act of 2010;
establishment

SB 506 (Fort, 39%) — Public Records: disclosure: modify provisions to the
exemptions for records of a pending investigation or prosecution of criminal activity

SB 300 (Ramsey, 43™) — Offenses: sexual assault against persons in custody:
provisions

SB 304 (Unterman, 45%) — Offenses: mandate a minimum age: offenses of
prostitution

SB 208 (Thompson, 33™) — Rachel’s Law: provide for parameters regarding the use
of confidential informant

/s/ Senator Preston Smith, 52" Chairman

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, April 1, 2010 — 307 Coverdell Legislative Office Building

SENATORS PRESENT:

Smith, 52", Chairman Crosby, 13"
Harp, 29", Vice Chairman Fort, 39"
Hamrick, 30", Secretary Hill, 32"
Brown, 26 Ramsey, 43™
Wiles, 37"

Chairman Smith, 52", called the meeting to order at 10:14 a.m.

HB 1016 (Rep. Golick, 34™) — Identity Fraud: include businesses as person identity
theft victims: revise

Representative Golick, 34™, presented the bill to the committee.

There was some discussion.

Senator Wiles, 37", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Harp, 29", seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous 5/0. Senator Hill, 32", was not present for the vote. Senator
Smith, 52", will carry HB 1016 in the Senate. HB 1016 DO PASS.

HB 1085 (Rep. Dempsey, 13%) — Reunification of family: additional case plan and
permanency plan requirements: provisions

Representative Dempsey, 13", presented the bill to the committee.

The following people testified before the committee in support of the bill: Bobby Cagle,
Department of Family and Children Services; Kilby McCurley, Georgia Family Council;
Kirsten Widner, Barton Family Law Clinic; Duaine Hathaway, Georgia CASA.

There was some discussion.

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS. Senator Wiles, 37", seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous 5/0. Senator Fort, 39", and Senator Ramsey, 43", were not
present for the vote. Senator Thomas, 54", will carry HB 1085 in the Senate. HB 1085
DO PASS.
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HR 178 (Rep. Levitas, 82m) — Enforcement of contracts; restrict competition;
provisions

Representative Coan, 101%, presented the bill to the committee on behalf of the author.

The following people testified before the committee in support of the bill: Andrew Flake,
attorney; Les Schneider, attorney; Josh Belafonte, Georgia Chamber of Commerce; John
Burton, Lexis/Nexis Company, Alpharetta.

There was a lot of discussion, and the committee decided to propose a substitute by using
the ballot language from SR 1285, lines 38-41, in place of the ballot language on HR 178.

Senator Wiles, 37", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Cowsert, 46",
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 5/0. Senator Fort 39", Senator Hill, 32",
and Senator Ramsey, 43" were not present for the vote. Senator Cowsert, 46", will
carry HR 178 in the Senate. HR 178 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.

HB 1322 (Chambers, 81%) — Public disclosure exemption: certain graphic image
photographs; provisions

Representative Chambers, 81%, presented the bill to the committee.

John Bankhead, Georgia Bureau of Investigation, testified before the committee in
support of the bill.

The following people testified before the committee in opposition to the bill: Sandra
Michaels, Georgia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers; Jack Martin.

Chairman Smith, 52" proposed a substitute by using LC 29 4346S and insert from LC
29 4339S lines 55 — 64 and 72-74 into LC 29 43468, relating to the press being able to
view pictures but not publish such material.

Senator Harp, 29", made a motion DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE. Senator Hamrick, 30",
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous 6/0. Senator Brown, 26" and Senator
Hill, 32", were not present for the vote. Senator Hamrick, 30", will carry HB 1322 in
the Senate. HB 1322 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE.

There being no further business taken, Chairman Smith, 52", adjourned the meeting at
11:02 a.m.

/s/ Senator Bill Hamrick, 30", Secretary

/s/ Judy LaClair, Recording Secretary
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OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor

April 12, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ewing
Secretary of the Senate
353 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Bob:

Please let this letter serve as official notice that, upon consultation with the
Committee on Assignments, Senator Seth Harp will serve as acting Chairman for
the Senate Committee on Judiciary until further notice. This action is effective
immediately. Please do not hesitate to contact my office with any questions or
concerns.

Sincerely,

/sl Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor



OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor

April 13, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ewing

Secretary of the Senate

353 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Bob:

Pursuant to Senate Rule 2-3.2, please let this letter serve as official notice that
Senator Ronnie Chance, 16th, is hereby appointed to the Senate Committee on
Judiciary as an Ex-Officio Member.

This appointment is effective immediately.

Please contact my office if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

/sl Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor



OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor

April 13, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ewing

Secretary of the Senate

353 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Bob:

Pursuant to Senate Rule 2-3.2, please let this letter serve as official notice that
Senator Renee Unterman is hereby appointed to the Senate Committee on
Judiciary as an Ex-Officio Member.

This appointment is effective immediately.

Please contact my office if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

/sl Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

The Senate Judiciary Committee held a meeting on April 15, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in Room
450 Capitol.

The following Senators were present:

Harp, 29", Acting Chairman
Hamrick, 30", Secretary
Crosby, 13"

Brown, 26"

Cowsert, 46"

Fort, 39"

Ramsey, 43™

Seabaugh, 28", Ex-Officio
Wiles, 37"

Note: Senator Smith, 52" and Senator Hill, 32" were absent.

Note: Senator Ronnie Chance, 16" and Senator Renee Unterman, 45" were appointed
to serve on the Senate Committee on Judiciary as Ex-Officio Members by Lt. Governor
Casey Cagle effective April 13, 2010. Senator Unterman was present.

Acting Chairman Harp called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

HB 323 (Rep. Ralston, 7") Death Penalty Cases; Supreme Court; pretrial
proceedings; extend review period

Bill Reilly, General Counsel for the Speaker of the House of Representatives, presented
HB 323 on behalf of the Speaker. He stated that this bill extends the period of time for
the Supreme Court to either deny or grant review of pretrial proceedings in death penalty
cases from 20 to 45 days. Also, makes changes to appellate review of death penalty
cases.

Opposition was expressed by Sandra Michaels, GACDL, stating that criminal defense
attorneys expressed deep concern that the changes made in the substitute make huge
changes to the death penalty review method (known as “proportionality review” to
prevent arbitrariness) in Georgia, which will almost certainly result in litigation and will
likely be overturned for unconstitutionality.

Senator Wiles made a motion that HB 323, “do pass by substitute.” Senator Crosby
seconded the motion. HB 323 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Wiles will carry HB
323 on the Senate floor.
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Senate Judiciary Committee
Page 2 of 5
April 15, 2010

HB 329 (Rep. Golick, 34™) Probated or Suspended Sentences; Maximum Period of
Revocation; change provisions

Representative Golick presented HB 329 to the committee. He stated that the Silver
Comet Trail murder case was his purpose for submitting this legislation and that Mr.
Ledford was released on parole when he committed this crime. If this legislation were in
place, such would have been impossible. The legislation states that for the purpose of
revoking probation, a felony offense is defined as a misdemeanor offense committed in
another state that would constitute a felony in Georgia, or a misdemeanor offense
committed in another state admitted to by the defendant, who also admits that the
offense would have been a felony had it been committed in Georgia.

Senator Wiles made a motion that HB 329, “do pass by substitute”. Senator Seabaugh
seconded the motion. HB 329 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Wiles will carry HB
329 on the Senate floor.

Note: Senator Smith came into the meeting.

HB 571 (Rep. Ralson, 7") Sexual Offenders; classification; change and enact
provisions

Representative Golick presented HB 571 to the committee stating the sexual offenders
list should have some structural changes due to court rulings.

Note: Senator Judson Hill came into the meeting.

After extensive discussion, Acting Chairman Harp stated that HB 571 would be tabled
and voted on at the next meeting, to be held on Monday, April 19, 2010.

HB 199 (Rep. Jerguson, 22" Warrants for arrest; persons who may issue
warrants; provisions

Representative Jerguson presented HB 199 to the committee. He stated that the
purpose of the bill was to address frivolous warrant applications by non-law enforcement
by requiring such applications be heard in a warrant application court hearing.

Note: Senator Seabaugh left the meeting.
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Senate Judiciary Committee
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April 15, 2010

Senator Wiles made a motion that HB 199, “do pass”. Senator Judson Hill seconded the
motion. HB 199 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Crosby will carry HB 199 on the
Senate floor.

HB 1140 (Rep. Lane, 167™) Alcovy, Atlanta, and Brunswick judicial circuits; dates
of terms; change

Representative Willard spoke on behalf of HB 1140. He stated that in 2008, HB 1163
was enacted, providing one additional superior court judge for each of the Alcovy,
Atlanta and Brunswick circuits. That bill specified the initial term for those new judges as
July 1, 2009 through December 31, 2010; this bill changes the term to begin on July 1,
2010 and end on December 31, 2012. Under HB 1163, these judges would have
participated in the 2010 general election. Under this bill, these three judgeships will be
up for election in 2012 to give them time to serve in their new positions and give voters a
chance to get to know them.

Senator Hamrick made a motion that HB 1140, “do pass”. Senator Crosby seconded the
motion. HB 1140 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Wiles will carry HB 1140 on the
Senate floor.

HB 1104 (Rep. Pruett, 144™) Probation Options Management for Juveniles

Representative Pruett presented HB 1104 to the committee and stated that there would
be a substitute that would incorporate SB 423 into the legislation.

Acting Chairman Harp moved any action on the bill until the next meeting to give
legislative counsel and the authors an opportunity to produce a comprehensive
substitute.

Note: Senator Chance came into the meeting.

Note: Senator Smith left the meeting.

HB 889 (Rep. Walker, 107™) Recognizance bonds; persons charged with certain
crimes; limit

Representative Walker presented HB 889 to the committee. He stated that
Atlanta/Fulton County led the nation in failure to appear and that bail forfeitures have
been in the millions. This legislation would limit the scope which would put protections in
place. Rep. Walker stated that he believed this was a matter of public safety.
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Senator Hamrick stated that he would prefer that the bill be amended.

After a great deal of discussion, Acting Chairman Harp stated that parties should get
together and work out amended language. He postponed action until the following
meeting.

Note: Senator Judson Hill left the meeting.

HB 1165 (Rep. Chambers, 81%) Sunset revisions; repeal automatic expiration;
provisions

Representative Chamber presented HB 1165 stating that this bill simply repeals the
sunset date for the Georgia State Patrol Motorcycle Unit because the program is very
successful.

Senator Chance made a motion that HB 1165, “do pass”. Senator Unterman seconded
the motion. HB 1165 passed by unanimous vote. Senator John Douglas will carry HB
1165 on the Senate floor.

HB 917 (Rep. Jacobs, 80™) Uniform Interstate Depositions and Discovery Act;
enact

Representative Jacobs presented HB 917 stating that this bill repeals the "Uniform
Foreign Depositions Act" and replaces it with the "Uniform Interstate Depositions and
Discovery Act" to make the process for foreign depositions more cost efficient and
streamlined.

Senator Crosby made a motion that HB 917, “do pass”. Senator Unterman seconded
the motion. HB 917 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Hamrick will carry HB 917 on
the Senate floor.

HB 901 (Rep. Levitas, 82"%) Repeat offenders; fourth felony offense punishment;
change provisions

Representative Levitas spoke to HB 901 explaining that current law states that any
person convicted in Georgia of a fourth or subsequent felony after having been
convicted here or in any other state of three previous felonies must serve the maximum
time as sentenced by the judge and will not be eligible for parole, except for a capital
felony. This bill eliminated the exception for capital felonies, so that any fourth or
subsequent felony conviction must result in the maximum sentence.
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Senator Crosby made a motion that HB 901, “do pass”. Senator Cowsert seconded the
motion. HB 901 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Cowsert will carry HB 901 on the
Senate floor.

HB 1387 (Rep. Willard, 49" Official Code of Georgia Annotated:;
correct errors and omissions

Representative Willard spoke to HB 1387 stating that this was an annual house keeping
bill that corrected typographical errors, spelling errors and punctuation errors.

Senator Seabaugh made a motion that HB 1387, “do pass”. Senator Unterman
seconded the motion. HB 1387 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Seabaugh will
carry HB 1387 on the Senate floor.

There being no further business, Acting Chairman Harp adjourned the meeting at 5:35
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Hamrick of the 30", Secretary

/sl Vicki Gibbs, Recording Secretary
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

The Senate Judiciary Committee held a meeting on April 19, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in Room
450 Capitol.

The following Senators were present:

Harp, 29", Acting Chairman
Hamrick, 30", Secretary
Crosby, 13"

Brown, 26"

Unterman, 45", Ex-Officio
Hill, 32"

Ramsey, 43™

Chance, 16", Ex-Officio
Wiles, 37"

Note: Senator Smith, 52", Senator Seabaugh, 28", Senator Fort, 39" and Senator
Cowsert, 46" were absent.

Acting Chairman Harp called the meeting to order at 2:18 p.m.

HB 571 (Rep. Ralston, 7th) Sexual Offenders; classification; change and
enact provisions

Representative Golick presented HB 571 for Speaker Ralston. He stated that this
legislation makes several changes to the Sexual Offender registration laws due to the
courts declaring portions of the law unenforceable.

A great deal of discussion was about the rumor that this bill included Senator
Unterman’s child prostitution bill. Representative Golick assured the committee that
Senator Unterman’s bill was not included in this legislation.

Mary Beth Westmoreland, Georgia Attorney General's Office, Gary Moss, District
Attorney’s Association, Oliver Hunter, Sheriff's Association, Sara Totonchi, Southern
Center for Human Rights, all spoke in support of the bill.

Senator Unterman made a motion that HB 571, “do pass by substitute”. Senator
Ramsey seconded the motion. HB 571 passed by unanimous vote. Chairman Harp will
carry HB 571 on the Senate floor.
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HR 136 (Rep. Bryant, 160™) Owners of Real Property; Industrial Areas;
Remove Property

Representative Bryant presented HR 136 to the committee explaining as currently
written, any person owning property in an industrial area may voluntarily remove the
property by filing a certificate with the local clerk of superior court, but only if the property
is located on an island. This amendment to the Constitution would strike the requirement
that the property be located on an island. This legislation was requested by Garden City
which is adjacent to Savannah.

Senator Ramsey made a motion that HR 136, “do pass by substitute”. Senator
Hamrick seconded the motion. HR 136 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Lester
Jackson will carry HR 136 on the Senate floor.

Note: Senator Wiles left the meeting.

HB 303 (Rep. Rogers, 26™) Child Abuse Reports; access to records;
Solicitors-general; authorize

Representative Rogers presented HB 303 to the committee stating that this bill simply
allows state court solicitors access to child abuse records and reports. He stated that
this would further protect children who have been abused.

Stephanie Woodard, Hall County Solicitor, spoke in favor of the legislation.

Senator Crosby made a motion that HB 303, “do pass”. Senator Ramsey seconded
the motion. HB 303 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Crosby will carry HB 303 on
the Senate floor.

Note: Senator Cowsert came into the meeting.
HB 1104 (Pruett, 144™) Probation Options Management for Juveniles

Representative Pruett presented HB 1104 to the committee stating that under this
legislation courts may require juveniles to participate in a probation management
program as a condition of probation. Such programs will include graduated sanctions.
The bill also incorporates SB 423, the Smash & Grab Act.

Senator Cowsert made a motion that HB 1104, “do pass by substitute”. Senator
Chance seconded the motion. HB 1104 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Cowsert
will carry HB 1104 on the Senate floor.
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HB 956 (Rep. Powell, 171°") Dismissal of appeals; may be dismissed if improperly
filed; provide

Senator Crosby presented HB 956 in the absence of Representative Powell. He stated
that this legislation was greatly needed to correct legislation. He stated that it would
provide that an appeal may be dismissed if filed as a direct appeal under Code Section
5-6-34 when it should have been filed as an application for an appeal under Code
Section 5-6-35.

Senator Ramsey made a motion that HB 956, “do pass”. Senator Hamrick seconded
the motion. HB 956 passed by unanimous vote. Senator Crosby will carry HB 956 on
the Senate floor.

Note: Senator Wiles returned to the meeting.

HB 889 (Rep. Walker, 107™) Recognizance bonds; persons charged with certain
crimes; limit

Representative Walker presented HB 889 to the committee stating that too many violent
felons are let out on bail, and then fail to appear for their court date. This bill prohibits
bail for certain serious offenses. However, the bill provides for an exception if an elected
state or superior court judge enters a written order with specific reasons allowing release
on bail in order to enter a pretrial release, intervention or diversion program.

Judy Kramer, Fulton County Superior Court, spoke in opposition stating that she did not
want their successful pre-trial diversion programs jeopardized. The requirement that only
elected judges may make an exception means that magistrate court judges will be
unable to participate in sending offenders to pre-trial programs.

Note: Senator Seabaugh and Senator Fort came into the meeting.

Senator Ramsey stated that he had concerns because it put too much on judges and
would clog and back log the system.

Senator Fort asked if Fulton County had oversight in the courts and Senator Hamrick
asked if the legislation only applies to certain offenses. Ms. Kramer stated that 25% of
the cases would be affected.

Senator Wiles made a motion that HB 889, “do pass by substitute”. Senator Hamrick
seconded the motion. HB 889 passed by a vote of 6-4 with Senators Cowsert, Ramsey,
Brown and Seabaugh voting no. Senator Hamrick will carry HB 889 on the Senate floor.

Note: Senator Smith came into the meeting.
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HB 24 (Rep. Willard, 49™) Evidence; revise, supersede, and modernize
provisions; provide definitions

Representative Willard presented HB 24 to the committee stating that this is the
evidence re-write legislation. He stated that Georgia would be the 44" state to enact the
model rules. He stated that it would adopt the model Federal Rules of Evidence (FRE),
as 44 other states have done. FRE has been in use in federal court for 35 years, so
most Georgia lawyers already use them. The Georgia evidence code has never had a
substantial revision, so the rules are outdated. Senators Wiles and Cowsert expressed
concern that this 130 page bill changes more than just the purported evidence code and
that the bill needs more study in the Senate; the House had 1.5 years before passing it.
Senator Harp countered that the FRE are a huge improvement over the Georgia laws,
which are confusing.

Note: Senator Smith left the meeting.

Senator Crosby and Senator Ramsey stated that they too had concerns but thought that
the legislation should move forward.

Senator Wiles made a motion that HB 24 “be tabled”. Senator Cowsert seconded the
motion. The motion failed by a vote of 4-6.

Senator Ramsey made a motion that HB 24, “do pass”. Senator Brown seconded the
motion. HB 24 passed by a vote of 6-5. Opposing the motion were Senators Wiles,
Cowsert, Seabaugh, Judson Hill and Chance. Senator Harp will carry HB 24 on the
Senate floor.
There being no further business, Acting Chairman Harp adjourned the meeting at 4:30
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Hamrick of the 30", Secretary

/sl Vicki Gibbs, Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb24.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb24.htm

July 28, 2010

Mr. Robert Ewing
Secretary of the Senate
353 State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Mr. Ewing:

The following bills remained in the Senate Judiciary Committee at the close of the 2010 session:
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SB 103
SB 121
SB 142
SB 145
SB 174
SB 175
SB 190
SB 197
SB 208
SB 224
SB 234
SB 241
SB 255
SB 284
SB 290
SB 292
SB 300
SB 304
SB 312
SB 337


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb9.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb12.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb74.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb81.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb103.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb121.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb142.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb145.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb174.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb175.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb190.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb197.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb208.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb224.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb234.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb241.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb255.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb284.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb290.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb292.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb300.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb304.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb312.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb337.htm
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Respectfully submitted,

/sl Vicki Gibbs
Recording Secretary


http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb379.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb395.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb403.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb428.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb429.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb452.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb471.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb475.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb485.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb494.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb499.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb506.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb514.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb537.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr563.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr793.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sr1142.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb220.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb289.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb331.htm

