
 

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY  

2017 SESSION 

 

 

Sen. Jesse Stone, Chairman  

District 23  

827 N. Liberty Street  

Waynesboro, GA 30830  

Phone: 404-463-1314 

 

Sen. Bill Cowsert, Vice-Chairman 

District 46 

P.O. Box 512 

Athens, GA 30603 

Phone: 404-463-1366 

 

Sen. Blake Tillery, Secretary 

District 19 

404 Durden Street 

Vidalia, GA 30474  

Phone: 404-656-0089 

 

Sen. Vincent Fort 

District 39 

P. O. Box 42967 

Atlanta, GA 30311 

Phone: 404-656-5091 

 

Sen. Hunter Hill  

District 6 

2451 Cumberland Pkwy., Ste. 3439 

Atlanta, GA 30339 

Phone: 404-463-2518 

 

Sen. Harold V. Jones II 

District 22 

437 Walker Street 

Augusta, GA 30901 

Phone: 404-463-3942 

 

 

 

 

Sen. John Kennedy 

District 18 
231 Riverside Drive 

Macon, GA 31201 

Phone: 404-656-7454 

 

Sen. Greg Kirk 

District 13 

P.O. Box 6085 

Americus, GA 31709  

Phone: 404-463-5258 

 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. 

District 3 

158 Scranton Connector  

Brunswick, GA 31525  

Phone: 404-656-0045  

 

Sen. Josh McKoon 

District 29 

P.O. Box 2565 

Columbus, GA 31902 

Phone: 404-463-3931 

 

Sen. Elena Parent  

District 42 

774 Springdale Rd NE 

Atlanta, GA 30306 

Phone: 404-656-5109 

 

Sen. Curt Thompson  

District 5 

6320 Glenbrook Drive 

Tucker, GA 30084 

Phone: 404-463-1318 

 

 

 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY   

January 24, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its first meeting of the 2017 Legislative Session 

on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell Legislative 

Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

     

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) 

Sen. Harold Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th)     

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th)   

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

 

NOTE: Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) and Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) were absent. 

                                                                                    

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m.   

 

The Chairman introduced himself and the members of the Committee. The Rules of the 

Committee were discussed. Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion to adopt the Rules of the 

Committee and Sen. Parent (42nd) seconded the motion. The motion carried 9-0. A copy 

of the Rules is attached to these minutes.  

 

The Chairman announced the Subcommittee designations: 

 

Group A 

 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd), Chair 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) 

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) 

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Ex-Officio 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Ex-Officio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group B 

 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th), Chair 

Sen. John Kennedy (18th), Secretary       

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) 

Sen. Harold Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Ex-Officio 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Ex-Officio



 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 



 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

RULES - 2017 - 2018 

 

1. Quorum of the Committee shall be seven (7) members.  Every member, including ex-

officio members, shall count as a voting member for purposes of establishing a quorum 

at any given meeting. 

2. The Chairman shall determine which bills, resolutions, substitutes, or amendments are 

to be considered and the order in which said measures are considered; the Chairman 

shall have the authority and discretion to call a bill, resolution, substitute or amendment 

for debate and explanation only or to limit consideration of such measures. 

3. Each author, or his or her designee, requesting a Committee hearing and/or vote on a 

bill shall make such request in writing no later than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the 

scheduled meeting of the Committee, except at the discretion of the Chairman.  

4. The Chairman shall have the authority to refer bills and resolutions to Subcommittee 

for study.  Such Subcommittees in turn shall have the authority to make 

recommendation on such measures to the full Committee at such times as shall be 

designated by the Chairman.  All actions of the Subcommittees shall be approved or 

disapproved by the standing Committee. 

5. The Chairman shall have the authority to schedule, manage, and regulate the debate on 

bills, resolutions, substitutes, and amendments, and may in his discretion recognize 

motions related to such measures and the order in which they are recognized. 

6. When a bill or resolution is before the Committee for consideration, and multiple, 

concurrent motions are made, the following shall be the precedence of the motions: 

1. A motion to postpone to a time certain; 

2. A motion to refer a bill to a subcommittee; 

3. A motion that a bill do pass; 

4. A motion that a bill do not pass. 

(All motions listed above shall receive a second before consideration.) 

7. The Committee shall convene, recess, and adjourn upon the order of the Chairman. 

8. A bill or resolution will be considered only after presentation by its principal author or 

other legislator whom he/she may designate unless otherwise directed by the Chairman.  

The principal author shall be the legislator whose name appears first on the list of 

authors.  The Committee shall not vote on any bill until the author or his or her 

designee has been given the opportunity to appear and be heard. 

9. The Chairman reserves the right to delay or decline action on substitutes and 

amendments not provided to the Chairman in writing at least 24 hours prior to the 

hearing in which they are presented. 

  



 

10. The Chairman shall not vote unless the Committee shall be equally divided or unless 

his or her vote if given in the minority will make the division equal.  In case the vote is 

equally divided, the Chairman must vote. 

11. Any member or members of the Committee who disagree with the majority report of 

the Committee shall be privileged to file a minority report if they so desire. 

12. These Rules may be amended upon a motion duly made and subsequently approved by 

two-thirds of the members of the Committee. 

13. Where these Rules are silent on a specific issue, the Rules of the Senate as adopted 

shall govern.  If the Rules of the Senate are silent on a specific issue, Mason’s Manual 

of Legislative Procedure shall govern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY   

February 9, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its second meeting of the 2017 Legislative 

Session on Thursday, February 9, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell 

Legislative Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

     

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman (Arrived late) 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) 

Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) (Arrived late) 

Sen. Harold V. Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th) 

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) (Arrived late) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) (Arrived late)     

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th)   

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

 

NOTE: Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) was absent. 

                                                                                    

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m.   

 

NOTE:  Sen. Ligon (3rd) arrived at 4:16 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) arrived at 4:18 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Cowsert (46th) arrived at 4:19 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Kirk (13th) arrived at 4:21 p.m. 

 

SB 15, Sen. Michael Rhett (33rd), Crimes and Offenses; weapons carry license; add 

to the category of former law enforcement officers  

 

Sen. Rhett (33rd) presented SB 15 (LC 41 1005S) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Frank Rotondo, Executive Director, Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police spoke in 

favor of the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion to amend SB 15 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by striking on lines 12 and 13 the words “Georgia Peace Officer 

Standards and Training Council certified” and striking on line 18 the words “Georgia 

Peace Officer Standards and Training Council” and replacing them with the words “state 

or federal certifying agency.”  Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed 10-0. 

   



 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that SB 15 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Kennedy 

(18th) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 10-0. 

SB 15  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7389S)    

 

SB 45, Sen. Walker (20th), Invasions of Privacy; to film under or through a person's 

clothing; prohibit the use of a device  

 

Sen. Walker (20th) presented a substitute to SB 45 (LC 29 7379S) to the Committee.  No 

one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that SB 45 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Parent 

(42nd) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 10-0. 

SB 45  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7379S)    

 

SB 71, Sen. Stone (23rd), Bankruptcy; list of property that is exempt; add assets in 

health savings accounts and medical savings accounts  

 

Sen. Stone (23rd) presented SB 71 (LC 29 7284) to the Committee.  No one spoke for or 

against the bill. 

 

Sen. Hill (6th) made a motion that SB 71 Do Pass.  Sen. Jones II (22nd) seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed 10-0. 

SB 71  DO PASS    

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:41 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY   

February 16, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its third meeting of the 2017 Legislative Session 

on Thursday, February 16, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell Legislative 

Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

     

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) 

Sen. Harold V. Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th)     

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th)   

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) and Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) were absent. 

                                                                                    

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:14 p.m.   

 

SB 95, Sen. Stone (23rd), Selection of Jurors; state-wide master jury list; change 

provisions; Georgia Crime Information Center; pardons and paroles; provide 

conforming cross-references   
 

Sen. Stone (23rd) presented a substitute to SB 95 (LC 29 7424S) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Mike Holiman, the Executive Director at the Council of Superior Court Clerks of 

Georgia, spoke in favor of the bill.   

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that SB 95 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Jones II 

(22nd) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 9-0. 

SB 95  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7424S)    

 

SB 130, Sen. Tillery (19th), Right to an Attorney; waiver of the right to counsel; 

provisions; clarify 

  

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented a substitute to SB 130 (LC 29 7419S) to the Committee.  No 

one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion that SB 130 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Cowsert 

(46th) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 9-0. 

SB 130  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7419S)    

 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/95
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/Member.aspx?Member=748&Session=25
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/130


 

SB 131, Sen. Tillery (19th), Juvenile Code; adoption proceedings be stayed while an 

appeal to terminate parental rights is pending; provide  
 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented SB 131 (LC 29 7345) to the Committee.  No one spoke for 

or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Parent (42nd) made a motion that SB 131 Do Pass.  Sen. Jones II (22nd) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 9-0. 

SB 131  DO PASS  

 

SB 132,  Sen. Tillery (19th), Civil Practice; statutory civil case filing and disposition 

forms; allow Judicial Council of Georgia to promulgate forms; child custody 

proceedings; provide  
 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented a substitute to SB 132 (LC 29 7423S) to the Committee. 

 

Ms. Victoria Anderson from Judiciary Watch Dogs spoke against the bill. 

 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion that SB 132 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Jones II 

(22nd) seconded the motion. The motion passed 9-0. 

SB 132  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7423S)    

 

SB 148, Sen. Kennedy (18th), Nonprofit Corporations; organized in foreign 

jurisdiction to change its jurisdiction or organization to this state; allow  
 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) presented SB 148 (LC 41 0986) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Matthew Couvillion from the Georgia Bar Non-Profit Committee spoke in favor of 

the bill. 

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that SB 148 Do Pass.  Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed 9-0. 

SB 148  DO PASS 

 

SB 159, Sen. Anderson (24th), Criminal Trespass and Damage to Property; entry 

upon land or premises of another that has been marked with purple paint; provide 

for the crime of criminal trespass  
 

Sen. Anderson (24th) presented SB 159 (LC 40 1392) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Keith Hatcher from Georgia Realtors Association and Mr. Alex Bradford from 

Georgia Farm Bureau spoke in favor of the bill. 

 

Sen. Cowsert (46th) made a motion that SB 159 Do Pass.  Sen. Kirk (13th) seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed 9-0. 

SB 159  DO PASS 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/131
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/132
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/148
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/159


 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:54 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY   

February 23, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its fourth meeting of the 2017 Legislative 

Session on Thursday, February 23, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell 

Legislative Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

                                    

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman (Left early) 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) 

Sen. Harold V. Jones, II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th) (Left early)    

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th) (Arrived late) 

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

 

NOTE: Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) and Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) were absent. 

                                                                                    

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:17 p.m.   

 

NOTE:  Sen. McKoon (29th) arrived at 4:22 p.m. 

 

SR 146, Sen. Kennedy (18th), Certain Rights for Victims; suffered an act 

committed; in violation of the criminal or juvenile delinquency laws; provide-CA    

 

Sen. Kennedy (18th), presented a substitute to SR 146 (LC 29 7465ERS) to the 

Committee.  Sen. Stone (23rd) presented different language in a substitute to SR 146 (LC 

29 7472ERS). 

 

Mr. Chuck Spahos, from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Council of Georgia, spoke to issues 

with the bill as written in LC 29 7465ERS.   

 

Mr. Josh Belinfante with Marcy’s Law for All in Georgia spoke in favor of LC 29 

7465ERS. 

 

Sen. Coswert (46th) made a motion that the language that passed out of Subcommittee 

(LC 29 7465ERS) SR 146 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed 7-2 with Sens. McKoon (29th), Cowsert (46th), Hill (6th), 

Parent (42nd), Kirk (13th), Tillery (19th) and Kennedy (18th) voting in favor and Sens. 

Ligon, Jr. (3rd) and Jones II (22nd) voting against. 

SR 146  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7465ERS)    

 

NOTE:  Sen. Kennedy (18th) left at 5:03 p.m. 

 



 

NOTE:  Sen. Tillery (19th) and Sen. Kirk (13th) left at 5:03 p.m. 

 

SB 194, Sen. Stone (23rd), Garnishment Proceedings; maximum part of disposable 

earnings subject to garnishment; change   

 

Sen. Stone (23rd) presented SB 194 (LC 29 7415ER) to the Committee.  No one spoke 

for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that SB 194 Do Pass. Sen. Jones II (22nd) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 6-0. 

SB 194  DO PASS   

 

NOTE:  Sen. Tillery (19th) and Sen. Kirk (13th) returned at 5:10 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Cowsert (46th) left at 5:11 p.m. 

 

SB 174, Sen. Kennedy (18th), Georgia Council on Criminal Justice Reform; reform 

for individuals supervised under accountability courts; provide   

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented a substitute to SB 174 (LC 29 7468ECS) to the Committee 

on behalf of the sponsor, Sen. Kennedy (18th).  No one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion to amend the substitute to SB 174 (LC 29 7468ECS)  

for the purpose of creating a Committee substitute by replacing lines 288 and 289 with 

the following: “and the chairpersons of the House Committee on State Properties 

Judiciary and the Senate State Institutions and Property Judiciary Committee.” By 

replacing lines 314 and 315 with the following: “House Committee on State Properties 

Judiciary and the Senate State Institutions and Property Judiciary Committee.”  Sen. Kirk 

(13th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 7-0.   

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that SB 174 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Tillery (19th) 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-0. 

SB 174  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7477S)    

 

SB 175, Sen. Kennedy (18th), Juvenile Code; juvenile court proceedings; enact 

reforms  

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented SB 175 (LC 29 7390EC) to the Committee.  No one spoke 

for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Jones II (22nd) made a motion that SB 175 Do Pass.  Sen. Parent (42nd) seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed 7-0. 

SB 175  DO PASS  

 

SB 176,  Sen. Kennedy (18th),  Georgia Council on Criminal Justice Reform; 

driving privileges; enact reforms  

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/194


 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented a substitute to SB 176 (LC 29 7476ECS) to the Committee.  

No one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that SB 176 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Ligon, Jr. 

(3rd) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-0. 

SB 176  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7476ECS)    

 

NOTE:  Sen. McKoon (29th) left at 5:36 p.m. 

 

SB 189, Sen. Tillery (19th), Criminal Procedure; legal defense of indigents; 

provisions; change; clarify defined terms  
 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented a substitute to SB 189 (LC 29 7470S) to the Committee.  No 

one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that SB 189 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Jones II 

(22nd) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 6-0. 

SB 189  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7470S)    

 

NOTE:  Sen. McKoon (29th) returned at 5:42 p.m. 

 

SB 127, Sen. Kennedy (18th), Failure to Provide Notice Not Rendering Responsible 

Person Liable; victim to file a motion in a criminal case to assert his or her rights; 

allow  
 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented a substitute to SB 127 (LC 29 7450S) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Chuck Spahos, from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Council of Georgia, spoke to 

questions raised from the Committee. 

 

Sen. Parent (42nd) made a motion to amend SB 127 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by striking on line 20 the words “testify or make a statement” and 

inserting the words “be heard according to the provisions of this chapter”; and by striking 

on line 23 the word “determines” and inserting the word “alleges”.  Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-3 with Sens. Hill (6th), Parent (42nd), Ligon, 

Jr. (3rd), and Jones II (22nd) voting in favor and Sens. McKoon (29th), Kirk (13th), and 

Tillery (19th) voting against. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that SB 127 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Jones II 

(22nd) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-3 with Sens. Hill (6th), Parent (42nd), 

Ligon, Jr. (3rd), and Jones II (22nd) voting in favor and Sens. McKoon (29th), Kirk 

(13th), and Tillery (19th) voting against. 

SB 127  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7486S)    

  

SB 126, Sen. Kennedy (18th), State Tort Claims; venue of actions; provisions; 

change   



 

Sen. Tillery (19th) presented a substitute to SB 126 (LC 29 7443S) to the Committee. 

 

Ms. Rebecca Sullivan from the Department of Administrative Services spoke in support 

of the bill.   

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that SB 126 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Tillery 

(19th) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-0. 

SB 126  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7443S)    

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:18 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY   

February 27, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its fifth meeting of the 2017 Legislative Session 

on Monday, February 27, 2017, at 5:00 p.m. in Room 310 of the Coverdell Legislative 

Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

                                    

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman (Arrived late, left early) 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) (Left early) 

Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) (Arrived late) 

Sen. Harold V. Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th)     

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) (Arrived late) 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th) (Arrived late) 

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) (Arrived late) 

Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) 

                                                                     

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m.   

 

SB 250, Sen. Mullis (53rd), State Sexual Offender Registry; individual is convicted 

in another country; require registration   

 

Sen. Mullis (53rd) presented SB 250 (LC 41 1078) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Thomas Weaver, a citizen of Georgia, spoke in opposition to the bill.   

 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion that SB 250 Do Pass. Sen. Jones II (22nd) seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed 6-0. 

SB 250  DO PASS     

 

NOTE: Sen. Cowsert (46th) arrived at 5:27 p.m. 

 

NOTE: Sen. McKoon (29th) arrived at 5:36 p.m. 

 

NOTE: Sen. Ligon (3rd) arrived at 6:02 p.m. 

 

NOTE: Sen. Parent (42nd) arrived at 6:02 p.m. 

 

NOTE: Sen. Hill (6th) arrived at 6:19 p.m. 

 

SB 212, Sen. Kennedy (18th), Alcoholism, Drug Dependency or Abuse; 

administrative license suspension process for persons arrested of driving under the 

influence; provide for reforms  



 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) presented a substitute to SB 212 (LC 39 1608S) to the Committee. 

 

Ms. Rebecca Grist from the Bibb County Solicitor-General's Office; Ms. Marquette 

Baker from the Troup County Solicitor-General's Office; and Mr. Mike Mitchell from 

Department of Drivers Services spoke in favor of the bill.   

 

Ms. Mazie Lynn Causey, from Georgia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and 

Ms. Jessica Towne, a DUI defense attorney from Gwinnett County, spoke to the bill. 

 

Ms. Debbie Day and Mr. Bob Dallas from Georgia Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

(MADD) spoke in opposition to the bill. 

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion to table SB 212.  Sen. Cowsert (46th) seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed 8-3. Sen. Hill (6th), Sen. McKoon (29th), Sen. Cowsert 

(46th), Sen. Kirk (13th), Sen. Tillery (19th), Sen. Fort (39th), Sen. Thompson (5th), and 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd), voted in favor of the motion. Sen. Kennedy (18th), Sen. Jones II 

(22nd), and Sen. Parent (42nd) voted against. 

SB 212 TABLED 

 

NOTE: Sen. Cowsert (46th) left at 6:22 p.m. 

 

NOTE: Sen. Fort (39th) left at 6:25 p.m. 

 

SB 105, Sen. Jones II (22nd), Controlled Substances; possession of certain quantities 

of marijuana constitute a misdemeanor; provide; punishment; change provisions   

 

Sen. Jones II (22nd) presented SB 105 (LC 29 7259) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. James Bell from Georgia C.A.R.E. spoke in favor of the bill.     

 

Sen. Thompson (5th) made a motion that SB 105 Do Pass.  Sen. McKoon (29th) 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed 7-2, with Sen. Hill (6th), Sen. McKoon (29th), 

Sen. Kennedy (18th), Sen. Tillery (19th), Sen. Thompson (5th), Sen. Parent (42nd), and 

Sen. Jones II (22nd) voting in favor of the motion and Sen. Kirk (13th) and Sen. Ligon, 

Jr. (3rd) voting against. 

SB 105 DO PASS     

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:34 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY   

March 9, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its sixth meeting of the 2017 Legislative Session 

on Thursday, March 9, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell Legislative 

Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

                                    

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Vincent Fort (39th)  

Sen. Harold Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th)     

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) (Arrived late) 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) and Sen. Josh McKoon (29th) were absent. 

                                                                                     

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m.   

 

HB 75, Rep. Wendell Willard (51st), Social services; certain records from 

disclosure; exclude   

 

Rep. Willard (51st) presented HB 75 (LC 29 7266) to the Committee.  No one spoke for 

or against the bill.  

 

Sen. Cowsert (46th) made a motion that HB 75 Do Pass.  Sen. Tillery (19th) seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed 8-0.  Sen. Stone (23rd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 75 DO PASS 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Thompson (5th) arrived at 4:21 p.m. 

 

HB 213, Rep. Rich Golick (40th), Crimes and offenses; sale, manufacture, delivery, 

or possession of fentanyl within the prohibition of trafficking certain drugs; include  

 

Rep. Golick (40th) presented HB 213 (LC 29 7432S) to the Committee.  No one spoke 

for or against the bill.  

 

Sen. Cowsert (46th) made a motion that HB 213 Do Pass.  Sen. Kirk (13th) seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed 9-0.  Sen. Hill (6th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 213 DO PASS 

 

HB 14, Rep. Jeff Jones (167th), Courts; sheriff to collect and deposit certain fees; 

provide  



 

 

Rep. Jones (167th) presented HB 14 (LC 29 7180) to the Committee.  No one spoke for 

or against the bill.  

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that HB 14 Do Pass.  Sen. Tillery (19th) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 9-0.  Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 14 DO PASS 

 

HB 86, Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver (82nd), Domestic relations; definition of sexual 

abuse; expand  

 

Rep. Oliver (82nd) presented HB 86 (LC 29 7276) to the Committee.  No one spoke for 

or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Parent (42nd) made a motion that HB 86 Do Pass.  Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 9-0.  Sen. Unterman (45th) will carry the bill in the 

Senate. 

HB 86 DO PASS 

 

HB 231, Rep. Bruce Broadrick (4th), Controlled substances; Schedules I, II, IV and 

V; change certain provisions    
 

Director Rick Allen, from the Georgia Drugs and Narcotics Agency, presented HB 231 

(LC 29 7410S) to the Committee in lieu of the sponsor, Rep. Broadrick (4th).  No one 

spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that HB 231 Do Pass.  Sen. Tillery (19th) seconded 

the motion. The Committee cited Committee Rule number 8 to not call for a vote on this 

bill and no action was taken. 

  

HB 88, Rep. Fleming (121st), Superior courts; qualifications for judges; revise  

 

Rep. Barry Fleming (121st) presented a substitute to HB 88 (LC 29 7522S) to the 

Committee.  No one spoke for or against the bill. 

   

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion that HB 88 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Cowsert 

(46th) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 9-0.  Sen. Stone (23rd) will carry the bill 

in the Senate. 

HB 88  DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7522S) 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:49 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

March 16, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its seventh meeting of the 2017 Legislative 

Session on Thursday, March 16, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell 

Legislative Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

                                    

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman (Arrived late, left early) 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) 

Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) (Arrived late, left early) 

Sen. Harold V. Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th)     

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th)   

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) (Arrived late, left early) 

 

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:11 p.m.   

 

NOTE:  Sen. Thompson (5th) arrived at 4:14 p.m. 

 

HB 138, Rep. Lee Hawkins (27th), Superior courts; fifth judge of the Northeastern 

Judicial Circuit; provide   

 

Rep. Hawkins (27th) presented a substitute to HB 138 (LC 29 7535S) to the Committee.  

No one spoke for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Jones II (22nd) made a motion that HB 138 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Ligon, Jr. 

(3rd) seconded the motion. The motion passed 9-0. Sen. Butch Miller (49th) will carry 

the bill in the Senate. 

HB 138 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7535S) 

 

HB 231, Rep. Bruce Broadrick (4th), Controlled substances; Schedules I, II, IV and 

V; change certain provisions  
 

Rep. Broadrick (4th) presented HB 231 (LC 29 7410S) to the Committee. No one spoke 

for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 231 Do Pass. Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 9-0. Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (52nd) will carry the bill in the 

Senate. 

HB 231 DO PASS 

 



 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) arrived at 4:28 p.m. 

 

HB 126 by Rep. Wendell Willard (51st), Courts; Judicial Qualifications 

Commission; change provisions  
 

Rep. Willard (51st) presented a substitute to HB 126 (LC 29 7534S) to the Committee.   

No one spoke for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 126 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Ligon, Jr. 

(3rd) seconded the motion. The motion failed 5-4 with Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd), Sen. Kirk 

(13th), Sen. Kennedy (18th) and Sen. Tillery (19th) voting yea, and Sen. Jones II (22nd), 

Sen. Parent (42nd), Sen. McKoon (29th), Sen. Fort (39th) and Sen. Thompson (5th) 

voting no. Sen. Hill (6th) abstained. Per the Rules a copy of this substitute is attached.  

HB 126 MOTION FAILED 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Cowsert (46th) arrived at 4:47 p.m. 

 

HB 15, Rep. Wendell Willard (51st), Courts; certain civil pleadings to be filed 

electronically; required  

 

Rep. Willard (51st) presented a substitute to HB 15 (LC 29 7558S) to the Committee. 

 

Ms. Hollie Manneimer and Mr. Peter Canfield, from Georgia First Amendment 

Foundation, spoke in opposition to the bill. 

 

Mr. David Emerson, from the Judicial Council Technology Commission, and Mr. Mike 

Holiman, from the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia, spoke in support of the 

bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion to amend HB 15 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by inserting between lines 36 and 37 and 91 and 92 the following: 

(B) No amount of the fee charged pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall  

be remitted to a clerk, the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority, the  

Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia, or any other office or entity of the state  or 

governing authority of a county or municipality; by replacing "(B)" with "(C)" on lines 

37 and 92.  Sen. Hill (6th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-1 with Sen. Fort 

(39th) voting against. 

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion to amend HB 15 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by replacing lines 20 through 22 with the following: by electronic 

means.  Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to prevent a clerk’s acceptance of 

payments and remittances by electronic means under the clerk’s own authority. By 

inserting “form of paper” after “other” on lines 28 and 83. By replacing “subsection” 

with “Code section” on lines 60 and 115. By replacing lines 62 and 63 with the 

following:  (d) A superior court judge to whom the case is assigned and his or her staff 

shall, at all times, have access to all pleadings and documents electronically filed and 



 

such access shall be provided upon the physical acceptance of such pleadings and 

documents by the clerk.  By replacing lines 75 through 77 with the following:  means.  

Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to prevent a clerk’s acceptance of 

payments and remittances by electronic means under the clerk’s own authority.   By 

replacing lines 117 and 118 with the following: d) A state court judge to whom the case 

is assigned and his or her staff shall, at all times, have access to all pleadings and 

documents electronically filed and such access shall be provided upon the physical 

acceptance of such pleadings and documents by the clerk.  Sen. Kirk (13th) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 11-0. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 15 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Kennedy 

(18th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-1 with Sen. Fort (39th) voting against.  

Sen. Tillery (19th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 15 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7574S) 

 

HB 434, Rep. Wendell Willard (51st), Eminent domain; requirement that 

condemnations not be converted to any use other than public use for 20 years; 

provide exception  

 

Rep. Willard (51st) presented HB 434 (LC 29 7431ER) to the Committee.  No one spoke 

for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Jones II (22nd) made a motion that HB 434 Do Pass. Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 11-0. Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 434 DO PASS 

 

HB 323, Rep. Johnnie Caldwell, Jr. (131st), Code Revision Commission; revise, 

modernize, correct errors or omissions of said Code  

 

Rep. Caldwell (131st) presented HB 323 (LC 25 6672S) to the Committee.  No one spoke 

for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that HB 323 Do Pass. Sen. Tillery (19th) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 11-0.  Sen. Stone (23rd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 323 DO PASS 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Cowsert (46th) left at 4:57 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) left at 4:58 p.m. 

 

HB 319, Rep. Bill Werkheiser (157th), Habeas corpus; maximum amount counties 

may be reimbursed for certain costs; increase  

 

Rep. Werkheiser (157th) presented HB 319 (LC 28 8265) to the Committee.  No one 

spoke for or against the bill.    

 



 

Sen. Parent (42nd) made a motion that HB 319 Do Pass.  Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 9-0. Sen. Tillery (19th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 319 DO PASS 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Cowsert (46th) returned at 4:59 p.m. 

 

HB 261, Rep. Bill Werkheiser (157th), Penal institutions; certain individuals 

sentenced between March 18, 1968 and October 31, 1982; allow to petition court for 

first offender status   

 

Rep. Werkheiser (157th) presented HB 261 (LC 29 7495S) to the Committee. No one 

spoke for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 261 Do Pass. Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Tillery (19th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 261 DO PASS 

 

HB 162, Rep. Betty Price (48th), Income tax; transfer of setoffs by the 

Administrative Office of the Courts; revise procedures  

 

Sen. McKoon (29th) presented HB 162 (LC 41 0926) to the Committee on behalf of the 

sponsor.  

  

No one spoke for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that HB 162 Do Pass. Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 162 DO PASS 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) returned at 5:03 p.m. 

 

HB 406, Rep. Alan Powell (32nd), Weapons; reciprocity of recognizing and giving 

effect to licenses to carry from other states; revise requirements  

 

Rep. Powell (32nd) presented HB 406 (LC 41 1120S) to the Committee. No one spoke 

for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that HB 406 Do Pass. Sen. McKoon (29th) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 10-1, with Sen. Fort (39th) voting against. Sen. Harper 

(7th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 406 DO PASS 

 

HB 126 by Rep. Wendell Willard (51st), Courts; Judicial Qualifications 

Commission; change provisions  
 



 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion to reconsider HB 126 (LC 29 7534S). Sen. Cowsert 

(46th) seconded the motion.  The motioned passed 6-5 with Sens. Cowsert (46th), Tillery 

(19th), Kennedy (18th), Hill (6th), Ligon, Jr. (3rd), and Kirk (13th) voting in favor and 

Sens. Thompson (5th), Parent (42nd), Fort (39th), McKoon (29th), and Jones II (22nd) 

voting against. 

 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion that HB 126 Do Pass.  Sen. Cowsert (46th) seconded 

the motion.  The motion failed 6-6, with Sens. Cowsert (46th), Tillery (19th), Kennedy 

(18th), Ligon, Jr. (3rd), Kirk (13th), and Stone (23rd) voting in favor and Sens. Hill (6th), 

Thompson (5th), Parent (42nd), Fort (39th), McKoon (29th), and Jones II (22nd) voting 

against. 

HB 126 MOTION FAILED 

 

HB 159, Rep. Reeves (34th), Domestic relations; adoption; substantially revise 

general provisions   

 

Rep. Reeves (34th) presented a substitute to HB 159 (LC 29 7571ERS) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Bobby Cagle, the Director of Department of Family and Children Services; Ms. 

Leslie Mackinnon, a licensed clinical social worker; Ms. Michelle Pellegri, a birth 

mother; Ms. Melissa Carter from the Barton Center; and Ms. Shaquitta Ogletree from 

Georgia Empowerment spoke in opposition to the bill. 

 

Sen. Fort (39th) made a motion to amend HB 159 for the purpose of creating a new 

Committee substitute by removing Section 4 & 5 from LC 29 7571ERS. Sen. Parent 

(42nd) seconded the motion. The motion failed 7-4 with Sens. Jones II (22nd), Parent 

(42nd), Fort (39th), and Thompson (5th) voting in favor and Sens. Cowsert (46th), Hill 

(6th), Tillery (19th), Ligon, Jr. (3rd), Kirk (13th), McKoon (29th) and Kennedy (18th) 

voting against. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion to amend HB 159 for the purpose of creating a new 

Committee substitute by striking Section 5 from LC 29 7571ERS. Sen. Parent (42nd) 

seconded the motion. The motion failed 6-5 with Sens. Tillery (19th), Jones II (22nd), 

Parent (42nd), Fort (39th), and Thompson (5th) voting in favor and Sens. Cowsert (46th), 

Hill (6th), Ligon Jr. (3rd), Kirk (13th), McKoon (29th)  and Kennedy (18th) voting 

against. 

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that HB 159 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Kirk 

(13th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 7-4 with Sens. McKoon (29th), Kirk 

(13th), Ligon, Jr. (3rd), Kennedy (18th), Tillery (19th), Hill (6th), and Cowsert (46th) 

voting in favor and Sens. Fort (39th), Parent (42nd), Jones II (22nd), and Thompson (5th) 

voting against. Sen. Stone (23rd) will carry the bill in the Senate. Sen. Thompson (5th) 

gave notice that a Minority Report would be filed. 

HB 159 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7571ERS) 

 



 

HB 279, Rep. Mandi Ballinger (23rd), Domestic relations; name change requested 

by victim of family violence; provide separate process   

Rep. Ballinger (23rd) presented HB 279/FA to the Committee. No one spoke for or 

against the bill.    

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 279 Do Pass. Sen. McKoon (29th) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 11-0. Sen. Jones II (22nd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 279 DO PASS 

 

HB 67, Rep. William Boddie (62nd), Crimes and offenses; entering a motor vehicle 

with the intent to commit a theft or felony; provide for increased punishment    

 

Rep. Boddie (62nd) presented a substitute to HB 67 (LC 29 7578ERS) to the Committee. 

 

Ms. Sheila Kazemian from Hall Booth Smith spoke in favor of the bill. 

 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion that HB 67 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. McKoon 

(29th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 11-0. Sen. Dugan (30th) will carry the 

bill in the Senate. 

HB 67 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7578ERS) 

 

HB 76, Rep. Rick Jasperse (11th), Superior courts; change certain requirements and 

certifications for certain maps, plats, and plans for filing with clerk; provisions  

 

Rep. Jasperse (11th) presented a substitute to HB (LC 36 3379S) to the Committee.  No 

one spoke for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. McKoon (29th) made a motion that HB 76 Do Pass by Substitute.  Sen. Kirk (13th) 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed 11-0.  Sen. Stone (23rd) will carry the bill in 

the Senate. 

HB 76 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 36 3379S) 

 

HB 292, Rep. Rick Jasperse (11th), Firearms; laws relating to the carrying of 

weapons and safety; revise and clarify   

 

Rep. Jasperse (11th) presented HB 292 (LC 29 7569S) to the Committee. 

 

Ms. Elizabeth Appley from Presbyterians for a Better Georgia spoke in opposition to the 

bill. 

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion to amend HB 292 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by adding the words “and identification credentials” after the word 

“badge” on lines 321 and the words “while in the performance of their official duties." 

after the word “person” on line 322.  Sen. Kirk (13th) seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed 7-4 with Sens. Cowsert (46th), Tillery (19th), Hill (6th), Kennedy (18th), Ligon, 
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Jr. (3rd), Kirk (13th), and McKoon (29th) voting in favor and Sens. Parent (42nd), Jones 

II (22nd), Thompson (5th), and Fort (39th) voting against. 

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that HB 292 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Tillery (19th) 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 8-3 with Sens. Cowsert (46th), Thompson (5th), 

Tillery (19th), Kennedy (18th), Ligon, Jr. (3rd), Hill (6th), Kirk (13th), and McKoon 

(29th) voting in favor and Sens. Fort (39th), Parent (42nd), and Jones II (22nd) voting 

against.  Sen. Harper (7th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 292 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7579S) 

 

HB 341, Rep. Bert Reeves (34th), Crimes and offenses; mandatory terms for 

trafficking individuals for sexual servitude; provisions 

 

Rep. Reeves (34th) presented a substitute to HB 341 (LC 29 7575S) to the Committee.  

No one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 341 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Kirk (13th) 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 11-0. Sen. Unterman (45th) will carry the bill in 

the Senate. 

HB 341 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7575S) 

 

HB 343, Rep. Scott Hilton (95th), Criminal procedure; certain outdated 

terminology; replace 

 

Rep. Hilton (95th) presented a substitute to HB 343 (LC 29 7565S) to the Committee.  

No one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Parent (42nd) made a motion that HB 343 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Kirk (13th) 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 11-0. Sen. Tillery (19th) will carry the bill in the 

Senate. 

HB 343 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7565S) 

 

HB 221, Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th), Commerce and trade; powers of attorney to 

a uniform Act; update and conform provisions 

 

Rep. Efstration (104th) presented a substitute to HB 221 (LC 41 1171ERS) to the 

Committee. 

 

Ms. Sheila Humberstone, from the Alzheimer’s Association, and Ms. Melissa Sinden,  

from AARP, spoke in favor of the bill.   

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion to amend HB 221 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by striking the words “a deed” on line 113 and inserting the words 

“a power of attorney in connection with a conveyance involving real property,”.  Sen. 

Tillery (19th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 11-0.   

 



 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion to amend HB 221 for the purpose of creating a 

committee substitute by adding the words “and provided that such notice is filed with the 

clerk of superior court in the county of domicile of the principal;” on line 165 and by 

striking the work “further” on line 174 and by striking the semicolon on line 1077 and 

inserting the words “and provided that such notice is filed with the clerk of superior court 

in the county of domicile of the principal;”  Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded the motion.  

The motion passed 11-0.   

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) left at 7:13 p.m. 

 

Sen. Parent (42nd) made a motion that HB 221 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Kennedy 

(18th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Kennedy (18th) will carry the 

bill in the Senate. 

HB 221 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE  (LC 29 7580ERS) 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Thompson (5th) left at 7:44 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Cowsert (46th) left at 7:45 p.m. 

 

HB 280, Rep. Mandi Ballinger (23rd), Firearms; license holders; carrying and 

possession of certain weapons in certain buildings or real property owned or leased 

to public institutions of postsecondary education; authorize 

 

Rep. Ballinger (23rd) presented a substitute to HB 280 (LC 29 7576ERS) to the 

Committee. 

 

Chancellor Steve Wrigley from the University System of Georgia; Ms. Elizabeth Appley 

from  Presbyterians for Better Georgia; and Lissie Stahlman from Outcry Georgia spoke 

in opposition to the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 280 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Kirk (13th) 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-3. Sens. McKoon (29th), Kirk (13th), Ligon, 

Jr. (3rd), Kennedy (18th), and Tillery (19th) voting in favor and Sens. Jones II (22nd), 

Parent (42nd), and Fort (39th) voting against. The House author did not secure a Senate 

sponsor. 

HB 280 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7576ERS) 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

March 20, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its eighth meeting of the 2017 Legislative 

Session on Monday, March 20, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell 

Legislative Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

                                    

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman (Arrived late) 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Harold V. Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th)     

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th)   

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) 

Sen. P. K. Martin, IV (9th), Ex-Officio, this meeting only 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) and Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) were absent. 

                                                                                     

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:11 p.m.   

 

HB 185, Rep. Christian Coomer (14th) Probate court; associate judges; change 

provisions  

 

Sen. Stone (23rd) presented HB 185 (29 7325) to the Committee on behalf of the author.  

No one spoke for or against the bill.    

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that HB 185 Do Pass. Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 9-0. Sen. Stone (23rd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 185 DO PASS 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Cowsert (46th) arrived at 4:23 p.m. 

 

HB 126, Rep. Wendell Willard (51st), Courts; Judicial Qualifications Commission; 

change provisions  
 

Rep. Willard (51st) presented a substitute to HB 126 (LC 29 7591S) to the Committee.   

 

Mr. Pat O’Conner, President of the State Bar, spoke in favor of the bill. 

 

Sen. Kennedy (18th) made a motion to amend HB 126 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by striking the word “otherwise” on line 117 and inserting on line 

118 after the words “practice of law,” “other than to represent the commission,”. Sen. 

Kirk (13th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-0.   

http://www.house.ga.gov/representatives/en-US/member.aspx?Member=756&Session=25


 

 

Sen. McKoon (29th) made a motion to amend HB 126 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by replacing lines 135-141 with the following: 

(2) The State Bar of Georgia may recommend to the respective appointing authorities 

a list of the names of at least 15 individuals for consideration to serve as attorney and 

citizen commission members, and may include the dean of this state’s school of law.  

(3)(A) The seven members of the commission’s investigative panel shall be appointed 

as follows:   

  (i)  One citizen member shall be appointed by the Governor and shall serve a term 

By replacing lines 148-157 with the following: 

(iii)  Four members, consisting of three attorneys and one citizen, shall be appointed 

by the Supreme Court and each shall serve terms of four years; provided, however, 

that the initial appointment of the attorney members shall be for two, three, and four 

years, respectively, as designated by the Supreme Court for each appointment, and the 

initial appointment of the citizen members shall be for one year, and thereafter, 

successor to such members shall serve terms of four years.   

Sen. Parent (42nd) seconded the motion. The motion failed 6-4 with Sens. McKoon 

(29th), Parent (42nd), Jones II (22nd), and Thompson (5th) voting in favor and Sens. 

Cowsert (46th), Martin (9th), Kennedy (18th), Tillery (19th), Ligon, Jr. (3rd), and Kirk 

(13th) voting against. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 126 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Cowsert 

(46th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 8-2. Sen. Cowsert (46th), Sen. Martin 

(9th), Sen. Jones II (22nd), Sen. Thompson (5th), Sen. Tillery (19th), Sen. Kennedy 

(18th), Sen. Kirk (13th), and Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) voted in favor and Sen. McKoon (29th) 

and Sen. Parent (42nd) voted against. Sen. Kennedy (18th) will carry the bill in the 

Senate. 

HB 126 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE  (LC 29 7600S) 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:46 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY   

March 23, 2017 

 

The Senate Committee on Judiciary held its ninth meeting of the 2017 Legislative 

Session on Thursday, March 23, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 307 of the Coverdell 

Legislative Office Building.  The following members were in attendance: 

                                    

Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), Chairman 

Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary   

Sen. Vincent Fort (39th) 

Sen. Hunter Hill (6th) (Arrived late) 

Sen. Harold V. Jones II (22nd)   

Sen. John Kennedy (18th)     

Sen. Greg Kirk (13th) 

Sen. William Ligon, Jr. (3rd) 

Sen. Josh McKoon (29th)   

Sen. Elena Parent (42nd) 

Sen. Curt Thompson (5th) (Arrived late) 

 

NOTE: Sen. Cowsert (46th), Vice-Chairman, was absent. 

                                                                                     

Chairman Stone (23rd) called the meeting to order at 4:12 p.m.   

 

NOTE:  Sen. Thompson (5th) arrived at 4:17 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) arrived at 4:18 p.m. 

 

HB 5, Rep. Johnnie Caldwell, Jr. (131st), Courts; compensation of juvenile court 

judges; change provisions  

 

Rep. Caldwell (131st) presented a substitute to HB 5 (LC 29 7614S) to the Committee.  

No one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. McKoon (29th) made a motion that HB 5 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Kennedy 

(18th) seconded the motion.  The motion passed 10-0.  Sen. Cowsert (46th) will carry the 

bill in the Senate. 

HB 5 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7614S) 

 

HB 137, Rep. Scot Turner (21st), Crimes and offenses; restrictions on contingency 

fee compensation of an attorney appointed in forfeiture actions; change provisions  

 

Rep. Turner (21st) presented a substitute to HB 137 (LC 29 7258S) to the Committee.  

No one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion to amend HB 137 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by striking the words on lines 16-21 and returning to the current 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/137


 

state of the law. Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 6-4 with 

Sens. Fort (39th), Parent (42nd), Tillery (19th), Kirk (13th), Kennedy (18th) and 

Thompson (5th) voting in favor and Sens. Jones II (22nd), Ligon, Jr. (3rd), McKoon 

(29th) and Hill (6th) voting against.   

 

Sen. McKoon (29th) made a motion to amend HB 137 for the purpose of creating a 

Committee substitute by striking the word “case” on lines 22 and 23 and replacing it with 

the words “for the representation”. Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) seconded the motion. The motion 

passed 10-0.   

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that HB 137 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. McKoon 

(29th) seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) will carry the 

bill in the Senate. 

HB 137 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7616S)  

 

HB 9, Rep. Shaw Blackmon (146th), Crimes and offenses; use of device to film under 

or through person's clothing under certain circumstances; prohibit  

 

Rep. Blackmon (146th) presented a substitute to HB 9 (LC 29 7601S) to the Committee.  

No one spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Hill (6th) made a motion to amend HB 9 for the purpose of creating a Committee 

substitute by replacing lines 26 through 29 with “(c)  Any person convicted of violating 

the Code section shall be guilty of and punished as for a misdemeanor and, upon a second 

or subsequent conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment of not less than one 

year nor more than five years, a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both, or in the 

discretion of the court, as for a misdemeanor.”  Sen. Parent (42nd) seconded the motion.  

The motion passed 10-0.   

 

Sen. Hill (6th) made a motion that HB 9 Do Pass by Substitute. Sen. Kennedy (18th) 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Walker (20th) will carry the bill in 

the Senate. 

HB 9 DO PASS BY SUBSTITUTE (LC 29 7617S) 

 

HB 197, Rep. Sam Teasley (37th), Fair Business Practices Act; requirements for 

solicitations of services for obtaining a copy of an instrument conveying real estate; 

provide  

 

Rep. Teasley (37th) presented HB 197 (LC 39 1481) to the Committee. No one spoke for 

or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Tillery (19th) made a motion that HB 197 Do Pass. Sen. Kirk (13th) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Kennedy (18th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 197 DO PASS 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) left at 5:06 p.m. 



 

HB 203, Rep. Brian Strickland (111th), Breach of restrictive covenants; provide 

accrual periods of rights of action; provisions  

 

Rep. Strickland (111th) presented HB 203 (LC 41 1042S) to the Committee. No one 

spoke for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Ligon, Jr. (3rd) made a motion that HB 203 Do Pass. Sen. Thompson (5th) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 9-0. Sen. Jeffares (17th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 203 DO PASS 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) returned at 5:11 p.m. 

 

HB 293, Rep. Deborah Silcox (52nd), Evidence; procedure relating to child's 

testimony of sexual contact or physical abuse; provide effective date  

 

Rep. Silcox (52nd) presented HB 293 (LC 29 7366) to the Committee. No one spoke for 

or against the bill. 

  

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that HB 293 Do Pass. Sen. Fort (39th) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Hill (6th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 293 DO PASS 

 

HB 308, Rep. Beth Beskin (54th), Domestic relations; child support; enact 

provisions recommended by Georgia Child Support Commission  

 

Rep. Beskin (54th) presented HB 308 (LC 41 1075S) to the Committee. No one spoke for 

or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Parent (42nd) made a motion that HB 308 Do Pass. Sen. Jones, II (22nd) seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Parent (42nd) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 308 DO PASS 

 

HB 344, Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th), Paternity; parties beyond movants in a child 

support case request a genetic test; allow  

 

Rep. Dempsey (13th) presented HB 344 (LC 41 0944) to the Committee. No one spoke 

for or against the bill. 

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion that HB 344 Do Pass. Sen. Kennedy (18th) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 10-0. Sen. Kirk (13th) will carry the bill in the Senate. 

HB 344 DO PASS 

 

HB 497, Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th), Juvenile proceedings; filing a petition for 

delinquency when informal adjustment or other nonadjudicatory procedures are 

used; extend period  
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Rep. Efstration (104th) presented HB 497 (LC 41 1192S) to the Committee. 

 

Rep. Regina Quick (117th) spoke in opposition to the bill. 

 

This was a hearing only and no action was taken. 

HEARING ONLY 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Hill (6th) left at 5:42 p.m. 

 

NOTE:  Sen. Kennedy (18th) left at 6:35 p.m. 

 

HB 51, Rep. Earl Ehrhart (36th), Postsecondary institutions; reporting and 

investigation of certain crimes by officials and employees; provide manner  

 

Rep. Ehrhart (36th) presented a substitute to HB 51 (LC 29 7615ERS) to the Committee. 

 

Mr. Charles Jones, from Families Advocates Campus Equality, and Mr. Nick Nesmith, a 

law student, spoke in favor of the bill. 

 

Ms. Lisa Anderson from Atlanta Women for Equality; Ms. Venkayla Haynes, Ms. Grace 

Starling and Ms. Jessica Caldas, law students;  Dr. Susanna Baxter from the Georgia 

Independent College Association; Ms. Helen Robinson from the YWCA; Mr. Daniel 

Carter from SurvJustice; and Ms. Jennifer Bivins from Georgia Network to End Sexual 

Assault spoke in opposition to the bill.   

 

Sen. Kirk (13th) made a motion to table HB 51. Sen. Thompson (5th) seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 8-0. 

HB 51 TABLED 

 

NOTE: Sen. Thompson (5th) left at 7:14 p.m. 

 

HB 159, Rep. Bert Reeves (34th), Domestic relations; adoption; substantially revise 

general provisions  

 

The Senate Rules Committee recommitted HB 159 to the Senate Judiciary Committee.  

Rep. Reeves (34th) presented HB 159 (LC 29 7571ERS) to the Committee. 

 

Rev. Beth LaRocca-Pitts from Saint Mark United Methodist Church;  Ms. Melissa Carter 

from the Barton Law Clinic; and Ms. Kathy Colbenson from CHRIS 180 spoke in 

opposition to the Committee substitute, but in favor of the original bill. 

 

This was a hearing only and no action was taken. 

HEARING ONLY 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

 



 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

/s/ Sen. Blake Tillery (19th), Secretary  

 

 

 

/s/ Donna Yeomans, Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

March 30, 2017 

 

 

Office of the Secretary of the Senate  

353 State Capitol  

Atlanta, Georgia 30334  

 

Dear Mr. Cook:  

 

On behalf of the Senate Judiciary Chairman, Sen. Jesse Stone (23rd), and as 

recording secretary for the committee, the following committee bills and resolutions are 

respectfully returned to you.  

 

Senate Bill 39 

Senate Bill 86 

Senate Bill 72 

Senate Bill 74 

Senate Bill 80 

Senate Bill 92 

Senate Bill 94 

Senate Bill 119 

Senate Bill 120 

Senate Bill 135 

Senate Bill 136 

Senate Bill 145 

Senate Bill 162 

 

 

Senate Bill 177 

Senate Bill 185 

Senate Bill 187 

Senate Bill 204 

Senate Bill 212 

Senate Bill 231 

Senate Bill 234 

Senate Bill 236 

Senate Resolution 34 

House Bill 51 

House Bill 159 

House Bill 497 

 

No action was taken by the committee on the above legislation for the 2017 

legislative Session.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Donna Yeomans,  

Recording Secretary  

 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/39
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/86
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/72
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/74
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/80
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/92
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/94
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/119
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/120
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/135
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/136
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/145
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/162
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/177
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/185
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/187
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/204
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/212
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/231
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/234
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SB/236
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/SR/34
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/51
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/159
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/497

