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Statewide Perspective

Air Cargo Waterways Freight Rail Highways

National Perspective

State of Infrastructure

Looking Ahead



Source: FreightWaves’ Atlanta Trucking Freight Futures Roadshow @ Metro Atl Chamber  2/18/19

Trucking is the largest mode of 
transport in the U.S. and grows 

slightly faster than U.S. GDP



Sources: Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan



Source: JLL’s Top 18 Distribution Markets in the U.S.





Sources:  US DOT and Global Insight Inc/Metro Atlanta Chamber
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Source: Univ. of Virginia State Ch@t 2019/02/11





Originating & Terminating Freight, Exclusive Of Sea Ports

Source: FHWA Freight Analysis Framework, 2017
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 Interstate System

 15 Interstates

 Metro Atlanta

 Distribution hub 

 Hartsfield Jackson

 Airports

 Rail

 Southeast rail hub 4,643 Rail 
Miles

 Inland ports: Cordele, Chatsworth, 
and Gainesville (coming soon)

Source:  Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan



Port of Savannah
 Largest & fastest-growing 

U.S. container port

 4th-busiest U.S. container 
port

 Significant export tonnage

Port of Brunswick
 #2  U.S. Port for total   

vehicle imports & exports

Source:  Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan



Largest Ga. warehouse and distribution centers

Major new location during last 4 years total nearly 20 mil. sq. ft.

Warehouses with 500,000+ sq. ft.

Source:  Georgia Power, 2019



Southeast Transportation Equipment Exports

Source:  Georgia Power, 2019

Automotive 
manufacturers 
with 50+ 
workers



Top Ga. Food Processing Employers

Source:  Georgia Power, 2019

Food processors 
with 50+ workers





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YqGhliS1ww


Georgia will be the global gateway of choice, providing reduced time to 
market, superior supply-chain efficiency, and reliability from destination to end 
customer. 

To identify freight & logistics needs and opportunities and 
recommend strategies for investing in highways, rail, marine ports, and air cargo. 
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*Steering Committee membersSource:  Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan
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Air Cargo carries an estimated 1% of total cargo by volume but 35% by value*

Typical freight carried by air

How is freight carried by air?

Efficiencies

Inefficiencies

*Source: International Air Transport Association



Airport
2018 Freight 

(pounds)
2019 Freight

(pounds)
Percent 
Change

National Airport 
Rank by Weight

Hartsfield-Jackson 
Atlanta International 662,000,000 664,000,000 .29% 17

Southwest Georgia
Regional (Albany) 38,000,000 52,000,000 36.92% 100

Savannah Hilton-
Head International 16,000,000 18,000,000 9.29% 144

Columbus 406,000 378,000 -6.80% 373

Augusta Regional at 
Bush Field 54,000 40,000 -25.79% 524

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics

• Atlanta, Albany, Savannah, Columbus, and Augusta have scheduled air cargo service
• Atlanta is the only in-state airport with scheduled international air cargo flights
• Other air carrier airports (Augusta, Brunswick, and Valdosta) offer air cargo on passenger flights
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Source: Georgia Logistics Report, 2013





• GDOT has the authority for navigable harbors and 
waterways under OCGA 32-2-2(a)(18)

• GDOT is the Non-Federal Sponsor for: the 
Savannah Harbor, the Brunswick Harbor, and the 
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway

• GDOT is the co-Non-Federal Sponsor along with 
Georgia Ports Authority

Source: Georgia Ports Authority





• Completed in June 2018 

• Cost: $40.3 Million

• Capacity: 97 Million Gallons

• Raw Water Storage 
Impoundment Area provides 
the means to store water for 
use by the City of Savannah 
during times of high chloride 
events



Source: Mercedes Benz Stadium





What is a State Rail Plan?

Key Issues 

Activity

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YqGhliS1ww


Source: AASHTO Freight Rail Bottom Line Report (2018)



Source: AASHTO Freight Rail Bottom Line Report (2018), Association of American Railroads

Shipper Savings Congestion & Safety 
Improvements 

Emissions 
Reduction

Pavement 
Preservation



MACON

ATLANTA

AUGUSTA

COLUMBUS

ALBANY

VALDOSTA

BRUNSWICK

SAVANNAH

ARP Inland
Port

Cordele Inland 
Port

Gainesville Inland 
Port
(announced)

• 4,607 miles of active freight rail lines
• 28 freight railroads 

o 2 Class I Railroads
o 26 Class III Shortline Railroads 

• GDOT’s Role in Rail:
o Plan for development of GA’s rail 

system and develop State Rail Plan
o Promote & expand intermodal 

connectivity
o Support economic development via 

infrastructure 



171.8 million tons of 
freight moved on rail in 

Georgia in 2017

Approximately half of 
all rail freight is moved 

through the state

Intrastate movements make 
up 6% of all rail freight 

moved in Georgia

Tons

% of 

Total Units % of Total Value % of Total

Inbound 52,076,476 30% 1,259,298 29% $70,242 26%

Outbound 23,451,030 14% 870,288 20% $47,596 17%

Intrastate 11,111,069 6% 273,879 6% $10,914 4%

Through 85,124,348 50% 1,881,778 44% $145,248 53%

Total Rail Freight 171,762,923 100% 4,285,243 100% $274,001 100%



Annual growth 
rate of outbound

freight rail 
tonnage 

Annual growth rate 
of inbound freight 

trail tonnage 

Anticipated growth of 
inbound & outbound 

freight rail tonnage in GA 
between 2017 and 2045

2017 2045 % Change

Rail Tons Outbound 23,451,030 43,344,260 84.8%

Rail Tons Inbound 52,076,476 71,201,519 36.7%

Rail Tons Inbound & 

Outbound
75,527,506 114,545,779 51.7



Top Rail Commodities by Tonnage 
and Total Percentage of Rail 

Modal Share (2017)

Commodities with Greatest 
Growth Projections (2045) 

• Furniture & Fixtures 

• Machinery, non-electrical 

• Metallic Ores

• Manufacturing Products 

• Mixed Shipments

• Containers, returned empty 

Source: Georgia Ports Authority

Top Rail Commodities 

by Tonnage 
Rail Tons (000s)

Total Percentage 

of Rail Modal 

Share 

Gravel 18,691 21%

Coal 12,776 97%

Agricultural Products 12,463 25%

Forest Products/Pulp and 
Paper

8,895 12%

Chemical Products, 
Fertilizer

7,560 27%

Mineral Products excl. 
Gravel

5,430 9%

Food Products 4,600 12%

Plastics/Rubber 3,637 25%



GDOT Owned Railroad ROW Miles

Heart of Georgia 249

Georgia Southwestern 102

Chattanooga-Chickamauga 49

Georgia Florida 43

Georgia Northeastern 25

Ogeechee 22  

Total Shortline Miles 490

Silver Comet Trail 45

Total Miles 535



GDOT

GDOT

Company
Estimated 

Jobs

Birdsong Peanut 
(Colquitt) 

160

Oxford Construction 
(Decatur Co.)

300

Shaw Industries 
(Decatur Co.)

140

Texpar (Decatur Co.) 20

Capitol Materials 
(Columbus)

15

Total 635



Source: Birdsong Peanut



Lyerly, GA to Chattanooga, TN

Company Industry
Est. 
Jobs

Shaw Industries Floor Mfg. 1,000

Roper Mfg. Appliances 1,800

Mt. Vernon Mills Textile Mfg. 1,300

SE Farmers Co-
op

Agriculture 10

Audia Group Plastics Extrusion 65

Euclid Chemical Construction 
Materials

50

Total 4,225



Company Location Business Est. Jobs 

INTERFOR 
LUMBER

Dumas Lumber Mill 230

NORBORD Cordele OSB Mill 210

Cordele Intermodal Cordele
Intermodal 
Services

110

Perry Brothers Oil Americus
Oil and fuel 
Distribution

100

OLAM 
Commodities

Rochelle Peanut Sheller 50

Southeast Railcar Plains Railcar Repair 45

Lyle / Ag Materials Cobb
Synthetic Ag 

Gypsum
45

Stella Jones Cordele Cross tie treater 40

Harris Press Cordele
Press 

MFR/Recycling
35

ADM Feed Cordele
Feed 

Manufacturing
25

LJR Forest 
Products

Swainsboro Wood Pellets 25

Total 915
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FY17 CRISI 
Projects

State Federal Total

HOG Upgrade $2,027,192 $2,027,192 4,054,384

FY18 CRISI 
Projects

State Federal Total

HOG Midville line 
Reactivation

$820,000 $820,000 $1,640,000

CCKY 
Rehabilitation

$1,350,000 $1,350,000 $2,700,000

GSWR 
Rehabilitation

$2,605,000 $2,605,000 $5,210,000

Ogeechee Upgrade $1,006,950 $1,006,950 $2,013,900

Total $7,809,142 $7,809,142 $15,618,284





Source: Georgia Ports Authority 





Short Line & Port-Rail Improvements 

Strategic Crossing Upgrades

Atlanta Capacity Analysis & 
Coordination with Class 1s 







Source: GDOT Statewide Travel Demand Model, July 2019



Overall, 30% of truck 

tonnage in Georgia are 

“through” trucks

Source:  Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan



Source:  Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan



• Identified as part of 
annual U.S. study

• Majority of Georgia 
locations have 
projects delivered or 
under development

Nationally-Ranked Georgia Freight Truck Bottlenecks

Source:  ATRI





Source:  Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan/ATRI

•

•

(local/regional 
warehouses)





FAST Act

NHPP Sub-allocated 
by Population
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Source:  GDOT



Open or Under 

Construction

-- Summary of Recommendations --

(Source: TDOT study)

Source:  Georgia State Freight & Logistics Plan



OPEN

OPEN

U/C

U/C

U/C

UNDER  DEV.

PI 522790 Jimmy 
Deloach Prkway Ext.

OPEN

SR 25 @ Pipemakers Canal 
rail grade separation 

(Mason Megarail)

U/C

Last-mile Road Investments to Port of Savannah

PI 0012757    I-16 widening 
from I-95 to I-516 U/C

PI 0013727 -- I-16 @ SR 307 
interchange

UNDER  DEV.

Source:  GDOT
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Constrained Unconstrained Total

Interstate $4,549,965,560 $21,847,615,272 $26,397,580,833

Non-Interstate $1,217,368,003 $541,625,157 $1,758,993,161

Total $5,767,333,563 $22,389,240,430 $28,156,573,994

Source:  GDOT



Source:  American Road & Transportation Builder’s Assoc., 6th Annual Bridge Report : April 2019

Number of Structurally Deficient Bridges in Georgia

Georgia is number 45





3 Major 
Interchange Projects

4 Major Express 
Lanes Projects

3 Major Interstate
Widening Projects

1 Commercial Vehicle 
Lanes Project



Source:  GDOT



Source: AJC  May 15, 2019

Source:  GDOT Classification Counts

Georgia Top 27 

Truck Volume Locations

2018



• Federal Transportation Bill

• Truck Parking

• Electrification of the Fleet

• Platooning

• RR Grade Separation (overpass)

• Automated Deliveries




