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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Monday, January 11, 2016
First Legislative Day

Senators of the General Assembly of Georgia for the years 2015-2016 met pursuant to the
Constitution in regular session in the Senate Chamber at 10:00 a.m. this day and were
called to order by Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle, President of the Senate.

The following communications from His Excellency, Governor Nathan Deal, were
received by the Secretary:

STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

ATLANTA 30334-0900
Nathan Deal
Governor

May 12, 2015

The Honorable Casey Cagle The Honorable David Shafer
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore
240 State Capitol 321 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Lieutenant Governor Cagle and Senator Shafer:

I have vetoed Senate Bills 76, 182 and 215 which passed the General Assembly
during the 2015 Regular Session.

Article III, Section V, Paragraph XIII of the Georgia Constitution requires that I
transmit these bills to you together with the reason for such vetoes. These bills and
corresponding reasons for the vetoes are attached.

Sincerely,

/s/ Nathan Deal

STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
ATLANTA 30334-0900
Nathan Deal
Governor
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May 12, 2015

The Honorable David Ralston

Speaker of the Georgia House
of Representatives

332 State Capitol

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Speaker Ralston:

I have vetoed House Bills 86, 251, 439, 510, 524, 577, 580, and 651 which passed
the General Assembly during the 2015 Regular Session.

Article III, Section V, Paragraph XIII of the Georgia Constitution requires that I

transmit these bills to you together with the reasons for such vetoes. These bills and
corresponding reasons for the vetoes are attached.

Sincerely,

/s/ Nathan Deal

2015 Session of the Georgia General Assembly

General Legislation - Veto Messages

Veto Number 1

SB 76 Senate Bill 76 would allow motorcycle and bicycle operators to enter an
intersection without providing a definitive regard to the traffic signal in instances where
the lightweight nature of their vehicle will not activate a traffic-control device. While I
am sympathetic to the concerns and causes of motorcyclists and bicyclists, this legislation
does not provide an adequate solution and presents a confusing exception to motorists.
Furthermore, Senate Bill 76 would eliminate the current 15-inch height restriction placed
on motorcycle handlebars. Motorcycles equipped with handlebars more than fifteen
inches in height pose a safety hazard due to the increased difficulty in steering and
decreased control of the motorcycle’s proper operation. In 2014, crashes involving
motorcycles and bicycles accounted for thirteen percent of the fatalities on Georgia roads,
and I do not see how this legislation will enhance the safety of the motoring and bicycling
public. Therefore, in the interest of providing the necessary roadway safety Georgian’s
deserve, I hereby VETO Senate Bill 76.
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Veto Number 2

HB 439 House Bill 439, the Georgia New Markets Jobs Act, contains two major tax
policy initiatives that affect the Georgia insurance premium tax. It provides for $55
million in tax credits against insurance premium tax liability for certain equity
investments in qualified community development entities. During the legislative process,
language was added to HB 439 authorizing the Invest Georgia Fund to sell up to $55
million in tax credits against insurance premium tax liability. Each of these concepts
merit serious discussion standing on their own; however, the combination of these policy
initiatives into one piece of legislation and the prospect of implementing these initiatives
at the same time under our current budget environment would have too much of an
impact on the general fund. It is my opinion that these initiatives require further study
and, thus, I hereby VETO House Bill 439.

Veto Number 3

HB 510 House Bill 510 sets up a separate fund of the OneGeorgia Authority to be
known as the Georgia Sports Commission Fund. The bill specifies that funding shall be
provided by any source allowable by law. The OneGeorgia Authority already has an
existing mechanism in place which serves a similar purpose as the proposed legislation.
Due to its lack of necessity, I hereby VETO House Bill 510.

Veto Number 4

HB 86House Bill 86 seeks to transfer the Division of Aging Services (DAS) from the
Department of Human Services (DHS) to create the Georgia Adult and Aging Services
Agency as an attached agency to the Department of Community Health. The legislation
would transfer social services such as senior employment services, elderly legal
assistance, in-home services, home delivered meals and adult protective services to the
Department of Community Health, an agency responsible for the planning and delivery
of health care to the citizens and employees of the State of Georgia.

This legislation attempts to merge two agencies with diverse missions and methods of
service delivery while failing to align elderly services to the agency whose mission and
scope is to deliver human services throughout the state. I welcome the opportunity to
revisit the restructuring of Division of Aging Services in the future to create a more
tailored alignment of services to agency mission. Accordingly, I hereby VETO House
Bill 86.

Veto Number 5

HB 524 This legislation would create a statewide registry of business trade names to
be housed and maintained by the Georgia Superior Court Clerks’ Cooperative Authority.
This legislation would require those who have already lawfully registered their trade
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names in the appropriate Superior Court, and paid that Court’s fee for doing so, to pay an
additional fee to take advantage of the proposed online registry. I also have significant
concerns about language in the bill attempting to dedicate a portion these new fees for a
specific purpose. For these reasons, I hereby VETO House Bill 524.

Local Legislation - Veto Messages

Veto Number 6

HB 251 House Bill 251 provides a new charter for the City of Americus. The
author of the legislation has requested that HB 251 be vetoed because the bill does not
achieve what the author had intended. A separate piece of legislation, HB 425, is the
corrected version creating a new charter for the City of Americus. Having reviewed the
legislation and considered the request of the author of this legislation, I hereby VETO
House Bill 251.

Veto Number 7

HB 577 House Bill 577 authorizes Rockdale County to exercise all redevelopment
and other powers under Article IX, Section II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Constitution and
Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the "Redevelopment Powers Law.” The author
of the legislation and the Rockdale County delegation of the General Assembly have
requested that HB 577 be vetoed because there is an incorrect date within the language of
the bill. Having reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author and the
Rockdale County delegation, I hereby VETO House Bill 577.

Veto Number 8

HB 580 House Bill 580 authorizes the Recorder’s Court of Columbus to levy up to
a $25 technology fee to each fine imposed. In 2013, I signed legislation authorizing the
Recorder’s Court of Columbus to levy up to a $15 technology fee. A $25 fee is excessive
compared to similar court fees across the state, and I am concerned that such a fee
increase would set an unacceptable precedent for other similar courts. Additionally, this
legislation removes the sunset provision placed upon the technology fee. 1 have
previously vetoed this legislation (HB 858) in 2014. For these reasons, I hereby VETO
House Bill 580.

Veto Number 9

HB 651 House Bill 651 changes the method of filling vacancies on the board of
education in Paulding County. The author of the legislation requested that House bill 651
be vetoed because the current bill does not achieve what the author intended. Having
reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author of this legislation, I
hereby VETO House Bill 651.
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Veto Number 10

SB 182 Senate Bill 182 provides for the creation of one or more community
improvement districts in Newton County and in each municipality therein. The author of
the legislation and the Newton County delegation of the General Assembly have
requested that SB 182 be vetoed because there is an error within the bill. Having
reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author as well as the Newton
County delegation, I hereby VETO Senate Bill 182.

Veto Number 11

SB 215 Senate Bill 215 creates the Schley County Utilities Authority. The author
of the legislation has requested that SB 215 be vetoed because the bill does not achieve
what the author intended. A separate piece of legislation, SB 220, is the corrected
version that allows for the creation of the Schley County Utilities Authority. Having
reviewed the legislation and considered the request of the author of this legislation, I
hereby VETO Senate Bill 215.

STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

ATLANTA 30334-0900
Nathan Deal
Governor

May 12, 2015

The Honorable Casey Cagle The Honorable David Ralston
Lieutenant Governor Speaker of the Georgia House
240 State Capitol of Representatives
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 332 State Capitol

Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Dear Gentlemen:

Please be advised that I have line-item vetoed the following appropriations included in
House Bill 76:

Veto:
Section 50, pertaining to the Georgia General Obligation Debt
Sinking Fund, page 245, Line 355.582
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The veto message is attached for the item referenced above.
Sincerely,

/s/ Nathan Deal

HB 76-FY 2016 Appropriations Bill

Line-Item Vetoes by the Governor

Section 50, pertaining to the Georgia General Obligation Debt Sinking Fund, page
245, Line 355.582:

This language authorizes the appropriation of $809,900 in debt service to finance projects
and facilities for the Department of Community Affairs, specifically for the construction
of a seawall on Hutchinson Island in Savannah, through the issuance of $3,500,000 in
five year taxable bonds. Article VII, Section IV, Paragraph I (c) requires that general
obligation debt may only be issued to ‘“acquire, construct, develop, extend, enlarge, or
improve land, waters, property, highways, buildings, structures, equipment, or facilities
of the state.” In this instance, the state does not have ownership of the land identified for
the seawall, and thus is prohibited from using general obligation debt to finance this
project. Therefore, 1 veto this language (page 245, line 355.582) in the provisions
relative to Section 50 State of Georgia General Obligation Debt Sinking Fund and the
state general funds of $809,900.

The following communications were received by the Secretary:

Committees:
Senator Ronald Ramsey, Sr. Urban Affairs
District 43 Insurance and Labor
303-A Coverdell Legislative Office Building Judiciary
Atlanta, GA 30334 Transportation

The State Senate
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

July 30, 2015
Honorable Casey Cagle, Lt. Governor

State of Georgia
Atlanta, GA 30334
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Resignation as Senator of the 43rd District of Georgia
Dear Lt. Governor Cagle:

Thank you for the leadership and friendship you have shown to me throughout my time
in the Georgia State Senate. The leadership opportunities you afforded me have been
invaluable to my growth as an individual and a public servant. I will always be grateful
for the experience of serving with you in this august body. I will remain a phone call
away and will continue to support your leadership in this great state.

As you are aware, with your support, Governor Deal has appointed me to fill a vacancy
of the State Court of DeKalb County / Traffic Division. Therefore, I have tendered to
Governor Deal, my resignation letter as the Senator for the 43rd District of Georgia,
effective this date. A copy is attached for your files.

Respectfully,

/s/ Ronald B. Ramsey, Sr.

Committees:
Senator Ross Tolleson Natural Resources and the Environment
District 20 Veterans, Military and Homeland Security
110 State Capitol Appropriations
Atlanta, GA 30334 Public Safety

The State Senate
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

September 10, 2015

The Honorable Nathan Deal
Governor of Georgia

203 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Governor Deal:
After serving thirteen years in the Georgia State Senate, I must respectfully submit my

notice of retirement. This decision has been a very difficult one, but is necessary due to
medical reasons. The effective date of my retirement is November 1, 2015.
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It has truly been my honor to serve the people of the 20th Senate District and I am very
grateful for their support throughout the years. My family and I ask for you continued
support and prayers during this time.

Please feel free to call on me if I can ever be of assistance in any way, now and in the
future. I will dearly miss my colleagues in the Senate, the House, and at the Capitol and
wish all of you success in the future as you lead Georgia forward.

Sincerely,

/s/ Ross Tolleson
State Senator
District 20

THE STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE

I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that the
attached two pages list the results as shown on the consolidated returns on file in this
office for the Special Election held on the 3rd day of November, 2015 in District 43 for
State Senate in portions of DeKalb, Newton and Rockdale Counties to fill the unexpired
term of the Honorable Ronald Ramsey.

Inasmuch as no candidate received the majority of the votes cast, a Special Election
Runoff will be held December 1, 2015.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed the seal of my office, at
the Capitol, in the City of Atlanta, this 9th day
of November, in the year of our Lord Two
Thousand and Fifteen and of the Independence
of the United States of America the Two
Hundred and Fortieth.
(Seal)

/s/ Brian P. Kemp
Secretary of State
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THE STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE

I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that the
attached page list the results as shown on the consolidated returns on file in this office for
the Special Election Runoff held on the 1st day of December, 2015 in District 43 for
State Senate in portions of DeKalb, Newton and Rockdale Counties to fill the unexpired
term of the Honorable Ronald Ramsey.

Having received the majority of the votes cast, Janice Frey Van Ness was duly elected to
Senate District 43.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed the seal of my office, at
the Capitol, in the City of Atlanta, this 7th day
of December, in the year of our Lord Two
Thousand and Fifteen and of the Independence
of the United States of America the Two
Hundred and Fortieth.
(Seal)

/s/ Brian P. Kemp
Secretary of State

THE STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE

I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State of the State of Georgia, do hereby certify that the
attached two pages list the results as shown on the consolidated returns on file in this
office for the Special Election Runoff held on the 1st day of December, 2015 in District
20 for State Senate in Bleckley, Laurens and Pulaski Counties and a portion of Houston
County to fill the unexpired term of the Honorable Ross Tolleson.

Having received the majority of the votes cast, Larry Walker was duly elected to Senate
District 20.
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed the seal of my office, at
the Capitol, in the City of Atlanta, this 7th day
of December, in the year of our Lord Two
Thousand and Fifteen and of the Independence
of the United States of America the Two
Hundred and Fortieth.

(Seal)
/s/ Brian P. Kemp
Secretary of State
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Casey Cagle

Lieutenant Governor
December 7, 2015

The Honorable JaNice VanNess
Senator, District 43
Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Senator VanNess,
Below are your committee assignments for the upcoming session.

Committee:

1. Education and Youth

2. Health and Human Services

3. Economic Development

4. State Institutions and Property

Congratulations on your committee assignments. We look forward to working with you
and having a productive session.

Sincerely,
/s/ Casey Cagle /s/ David Shafer /s/ Bill Cowsert
Lt. Governor Casey Cagle Senator David Shafer Senator Bill Cowsert

President of the Senate President Pro-Tempore Majority Leader
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/s/ Steve Gooch /s/ William Ligon /s/ John Wilkinson
Senator Steve Gooch Senator William Ligon Senator John Wilkinson
Majority Whip Majority Caucus Chairman Caucus Secretary

/s/ Renee Unterman
Senator Renee Unterman

District 45
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Casey Cagle

Lieutenant Governor
December 7, 2015

The Honorable Larry Walker 111
Senator, District 20
Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Senator Walker,
Below are your committee assignments for the upcoming session.

Committee:

1. Agriculture and Consumer Affairs

2. Insurance and Labor

3. State Institutions and Property

4. Veterans, Military, and Homeland Security

Congratulations on your committee assignments. We look forward to working with you
and having a productive session.

Sincerely,

/s/ Casey Cagle /s/ David Shafer /s/ Bill Cowsert

Lt. Governor Casey Cagle Senator David Shafer Senator Bill Cowsert
President of the Senate President Pro-Tempore Majority Leader

/s/ Steve Gooch /s/ William Ligon /s/ John Wilkinson
Senator Steve Gooch Senator William Ligon Senator John Wilkinson

Majority Whip Majority Caucus Chairman Caucus Secretary
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/s/ Renee Unterman
Senator Renee Unterman
District 45

The following standing committee assignments for the 2016 session were received by the
Secretary:

Agriculture and Consumer Affairs

Wilkinson, John Chairman
Harper, Tyler Vice-Chairman
Black, Ellis Secretary
Burke, Dean
Heath, Bill Ex-Officio
Kirk, Greg
Orrock, Nan
Walker, Larry

Appropriations
Hill, Jack Chairman
Unterman, Renee Vice-Chairman
Bethel, Charlie Secretary

Albers, John
Black, Ellis
Burke, Dean
Cowsert, Bill
Crane, Mike
Davenport, Gail
Fort, Vincent
Ginn, Frank
Gooch, Steve
Heath, Bill

Hill, Judson

Hill, Hunter
Hufstetler, Chuck
Jackson, Bill
Ligon, Jr., William
Miller, Butch
Mullis, Jeff
Orrock, Nan
Seay, Valencia
Shafer, David
Sims, Freddie Powell
Stone, Jesse
Tate, Horacena
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Economic Development and Tourism

Education and Youth
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Thompson, Curt
Tippins, Lindsey
Wilkinson, John
Williams, Tommie

Jones, Burt

Stone, Jesse
Miller, Butch
Harbin, Marty
Harbison, Ed
Jones, Emanuel
Kennedy, John F.
Rhett, Michael A.
Shafer, David
Thompson, Bruce

Beach, Brandon
Watson, Ben
Jones, Emanuel
Dugan, Mike
Jackson, Bill
James, Donzella
Jeffares, Rick
Jones II, Harold V.
Lucas, Sr., David
Martin, P.K.
Mullis, Jeff
Rhett, Michael A.
VanNess, JaNice

Tippins, Lindsey
Wilkinson, John
Sims, Freddie Powell
Black, Ellis

Fort, Vincent
Hufstetler, Chuck
James, Donzella
Millar, Fran
Stone, Jesse

Tate, Horacena
VanNess, JaNice

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Ex-Officio

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

13
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Ethics

Finance

Government Oversight

Health and Human Services
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Burke, Dean
Williams, Michael
Butler, Gloria
Harbison, Ed
Jackson, Bill
Jeffares, Rick
Ligon, Jr., William
McKoon, Josh
Miller, Butch
Stone, Jesse
Thompson, Curt
Watson, Ben

Hill, Judson

Hill, Hunter
Albers, John
Cowsert, Bill
Gooch, Steve
Heath, Bill

Hill, Jack

Jackson, Lester
Shafer, David
Sims, Freddie Powell
Thompson, Bruce
Unterman, Renee
Williams, Michael

Heath, Bill
Harbin, Marty
Parent, Elena
Seay, Valencia

Unterman, Renee
Hufstetler, Chuck
Millar, Fran
Burke, Dean
Butler, Gloria
Cowsert, Bill
Henson, Steve
Hill, Judson
Jackson, Lester
Kirk, Greg

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio

Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
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Judiciary
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Ligon, Jr., William
Orrock, Nan
Shafer, David
VanNess, JaNice
Watson, Ben

Millar, Fran
Martin, P.K.
Jones, Burt

Ginn, Frank
Jackson, Lester
McKoon, Josh
Orrock, Nan
Thompson, Bruce
Williams, Michael

Bethel, Charlie
Shafer, David
Martin, P.K.
Davenport, Gail
Harbin, Marty
Harbison, Ed
Jones, Burt
McKoon, Josh
Unterman, Renee
Walker, Larry

James, Donzella
Sims, Freddie Powell
Jones, Emanuel

Fort, Vincent
Harbison, Ed

McKoon, Josh
Cowsert, Bill
Bethel, Charlie
Fort, Vincent
Jones II, Harold V.
Kennedy, John F.
Ligon, Jr., William
Stone, Jesse
Thompson, Curt
Williams, Tommie

15

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Ex-Officio
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Judiciary Non-Civil

Natural Resources and the Environment

Public Safety

Reapportionment and Redistricting
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Stone, Jesse
Ligon, Jr., William
Kennedy, John F.
Bethel, Charlie
Crane, Mike

Fort, Vincent

Hill, Hunter

Jones II, Harold V.
McKoon, Josh
Parent, Elena

Ginn, Frank
Jeffares, Rick
Harper, Tyler
Henson, Steve
Hill, Jack

Kirk, Greg

Sims, Freddie Powell
Thompson, Curt
Tippins, Lindsey
Wilkinson, John
Williams, Tommie

Harper, Tyler
Albers, John
Dugan, Mike
Jones II, Harold V.
Seay, Valencia
Watson, Ben
Williams, Michael

Crane, Mike
Bethel, Charlie
Tate, Horacena
Cowsert, Bill
Fort, Vincent
Harbison, Ed
Henson, Steve
Hill, Hunter
Jackson, Bill
Shafer, David
Williams, Tommie

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Ex-Officio

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
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Regulated Industries and Utilities

Retirement

Rules

Jeffares, Rick
Ginn, Frank
McKoon, Josh
Beach, Brandon
Cowsert, Bill
Gooch, Steve
Harbison, Ed
Henson, Steve
Hill, Jack

Lucas, Sr., David
Miller, Butch
Mullis, Jeff
Shafer, David
Unterman, Renee

Hufstetler, Chuck
Black, Ellis
Jones, Emanuel
Crane, Mike
Harper, Tyler
Hill, Hunter
Lucas, Sr., David
Rhett, Michael A.

Mullis, Jeff

Hill, Jack
Jackson, Bill
Butler, Gloria
Cowsert, Bill
Gooch, Steve
Heath, Bill
Henson, Steve
Hill, Hunter

Hill, Judson
Ligon, Jr., William
Millar, Fran
Miller, Butch
Shafer, David
Tate, Horacena
Unterman, Renee
Wilkinson, John

17

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio

Chairman

Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Ex-Officio

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio
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Science and Technology

Special Judiciary

State and Local Governmental Operations

State Institutions and Property

Transportation

Urban Affairs

Thompson, Bruce
Kennedy, John F.
Seay, Valencia
Beach, Brandon
Parent, Elena

Thompson, Curt
Jones, Emanuel
Davenport, Gail
James, Donzella
Parent, Elena

Albers, John

Kirk, Greg
Williams, Michael
Butler, Gloria
Harbin, Marty
Martin, P.K.

Tate, Horacena

Harbison, Ed
Jeffares, Rick
VanNess, JaNice
Davenport, Gail
Walker, Larry

Williams, Tommie
Gooch, Steve
Beach, Brandon
Butler, Gloria
Dugan, Mike
Ginn, Frank
Heath, Bill
Jackson, Bill
Jones, Burt
Lucas, Sr., David
Seay, Valencia
Tippins, Lindsey
Watson, Ben

Jackson, Lester
Henson, Steve

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary

Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
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Butler, Gloria Secretary
Davenport, Gail
Fort, Vincent
Lucas, Sr., David
Orrock, Nan
Tate, Horacena
Veterans, Military, and Homeland

Security
Hill, Hunter Chairman
Harbison, Ed Vice-Chairman
Dugan, Mike Secretary

Rhett, Michael A.
Walker, Larry

The following communications were received by the Secretary:
OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE SENATOR
SENATOR JANICE VANNESS
SENATE DISTRICT 43

I do hereby solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this state and
of the United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, 1
will so conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and
prosperity of this state.

I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money
due this state, or due any political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not the
holder of any office of trust under the government of the United States, of any other state,
or any foreign state, which by law I am prohibited from holding; that I have been a
resident of my district for the time required by the Constitution and the laws of this state;
that I am otherwise qualified to hold said office according to the Constitution and laws of
Georgia.

So help me God.
This 9th day of December, 2015
/s/ JaNice VanNess

JANICE VANNESS, SENATOR
DISTRICT 43
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Honorable David Cook
Secretary of the Georgia Senate
353 State Capitol

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Secretary Cook:

I do hereby certify by my signature below that I currently serve as Judge of Rockdale
Superior Court and have this date at Rockdale County Courthouse, Conyers, Georgia,
administered the following Oath of Office to Senator-Elect JaNice VanNess.

"I do hereby solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this state
and of the United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before
me, I will so conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the
interests and prosperity of this state.

I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money
due this state, or due any political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not the
holder of any office of trust under the government of the United States, of any other
state, or any foreign state, which by law I am prohibited from holding; that I have
been a resident of my district for the time required by the Constitution and the laws of

this state; that I am otherwise qualified to hold said office according to the
Constitution and laws of Georgia.

So help me God."
JUDGE'S NAME: David B. Irwin
SIGNED: David B. Irwin

DATED: 12/9/15

OFFICIAL OATH OF GEORGIA STATE SENATOR
SENATOR LARRY WALKER III
SENATE DISTRICT 20
I do hereby solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution of this state and
of the United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I

will so conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and
prosperity of this state.



MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2016 21

I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money
due this state, or due any political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not the
holder of any office of trust under the government of the United States, of any other state,
or any foreign state, which by law I am prohibited from holding; that I have been a
resident of my district for the time required by the Constitution and the laws of this state;
that I am otherwise qualified to hold said office according to the Constitution and laws of
Georgia.

So help me God.
This 18th day of December, 2015

/s/ L. C. Walker
LARRY WALKER III, SENATOR
DISTRICT 20

Office of Secretary of the Senate
353 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

I, GEORGE NUNN, Chief Judge of the Superior Court of Houston County, Georgia, do
hereby certify by my signature below that I have this date, December 18, 2015 at 10:00
AM in the Senate Chamber, Fulton County, Atlanta, Georgia, administered the following
Oath of Office to Senator-Elect Larry Walker III of the Georgia Senate for the unexpired
2016 term of the Georgia General Assembly:

"I do hereby solemnly affirm that I will support the Constitution of this state and of the
United States and, on all questions and measures which may come before me, I will so
conduct myself as will, in my judgment, be most conducive to the interests and prosperity
of this state.

I further swear or affirm that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money
due this state, or due any political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not the
holder of any office of trust under the government of the United States, of any other state,
or any foreign state, which by law I am prohibited from holding; that I have been a
resident of my district for the time required by the Constitution and the laws of this state;
that I am otherwise qualified to hold said office according to the Constitution and laws of
Georgia.

So help me God."
SIGNED: George Nunn
DATED: December 18, 2015
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The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Mullis
Beach Hill, Judson Orrock
Bethel Hufstetler Parent
Black Jackson, B Rhett

Burke Jackson, L Seay

Butler James Shafer
Cowsert Jeffares Sims

Crane Jones, B Stone
Davenport Jones, E Tate

Dugan Jones, H Thompson, B
Fort Kennedy Tippins
Ginn Kirk Unterman
Gooch Ligon VanNess
Harbin Lucas Walker
Harbison Martin Watson
Harper McKoon Wilkinson
Heath Millar Williams, M
Hill, H Miller Williams, T
Not answering were Senators:

Henson Thompson, C.

Senator Thompson of the Sth was off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wished to be recorded as present.

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

The President introduced the chaplain of the day, Dr. Tom Smiley of Gainesville,
Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Albers of the 56th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. John S. Harvey.

The following resolution was read and put upon its adoption:

SR 651. By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Henson of the 41st,
Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION to notify the House of Representatives that the Senate has
convened; and for other purposes.

On the adoption of the resolution, there was no objection, and the resolution was adopted.
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The following resolution was read and put upon its adoption:

SR 652. By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Henson of the 41st,
Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION to notify the Governor that the General Assembly has
convened; and for other purposes.

On the adoption of the resolution, there was no objection, and the resolution was adopted.
The President appointed as a Committee of Escort on the part of the Senate the following
Senators: Shafer of the 48th, Hill of the 4th, Harbison of the 15th, Jackson of the 24th,
Miller of the 49th, Dugan of the 30th and Kennedy of the 18th.
The following resolution was read and put upon its adoption:
SR 678. By Senators Cowsert of the 46th, Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION
Relative to meetings and adjournments of the General Assembly; and for other purposes.

PART I

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that, except as
otherwise provided by this resolution or by subsequent resolution of the General
Assembly, meetings of the 2016 regular session of the General Assembly during the

period of Monday, January 11, 2016, through Monday, February 1, 2016, shall be held in
accordance with the following schedule:

Monday, January 11......cccccovviiiiiiiniiiiiiieee e, convene for legislative day 1
Tuesday, January 12........cccccviiviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeen convene for legislative day 2
Wednesday, January 13 ........ccooooiiiniiiiniieiiceee, convene for legislative day 3
Thursday, January 14 ........cccooiiiiiiniiiiieeee e, convene for legislative day 4
Friday, January 15......cccooiiiiiiiiiieeeee e convene for legislative day 5
Wednesday, January 20.........cocoveeeiviiiieeeniiiieeeeen, convene for legislative day 6
Thursday, January 21 .......ccccoeeiiiiinniiiiieeieee e, convene for legislative day 7
Friday, January 22.........cccooiiiiniiiiniiieinieeeeeeeenn convene for legislative day 8
Monday, January 25.......cccceevviiiiieeniieeeeeee e convene for legislative day 9
Tuesday, January 26.........cccoevvvieeeenniiieeeeniieee e convene for legislative day 10

Wednesday, January 27........ccccoevvieiniieiniiieniieeen. convene for legislative day 11
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Thursday, January 28 .........cccceviiiiiiiiiinieeeeeee, convene for legislative day 12
Monday, February 1........ccccooviiiiiiinniiiiiiiiieeeeee, convene for legislative day 13

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the meetings of the General Assembly shall be held
as prescribed in Code Section 28-1-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, except
as otherwise provided by this resolution. As authorized by said Code section, the hours
for convening and adjourning the House of Representatives for each legislative day may
be as ordered by the House; and the hours for convening and adjourning the Senate for
each legislative day may be as ordered by the Senate. Each house, upon its own
adjournment for a legislative day, shall remain in a period of adjournment until it
convenes for the next legislative day.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the schedule for meetings of the 2016 regular
session to be held subsequent to the latest legislative day specified above shall be as
provided by another resolution of the General Assembly adopted subsequent to the
adoption of this resolution.

PART II

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that whenever, due to an emergency or disaster, resulting
from manmade or natural causes or enemy attack, it becomes imprudent, inexpedient, or
impossible to conduct the affairs of the General Assembly at the State Capitol in Atlanta,
Fulton County, and the Governor has by proclamation declared an emergency temporary
location or locations for the seat of government in accordance with Code Section 38-3-
52, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate may, by
joint agreement, order the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings provided by this
resolution and provide for reconvening the House and the Senate at such temporary
location or locations in accordance with Code Sections 38-3-52 and 38-3-53 on such date
and at such time as they deem practical.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that whenever, due to an emergency or disaster, resulting
from manmade or natural causes or enemy attack, it becomes imprudent, inexpedient, or
impossible to conduct the affairs of the General Assembly at the State Capitol in Atlanta,
Fulton County, but the Governor has not by proclamation declared an emergency
temporary location or locations for the seat of government in accordance with the above,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate may, by joint
agreement, order the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings provided by this
resolution and provide for reconvening the House and the Senate at the State Capitol in
Atlanta, Fulton County, on such date and at such time as they deem practical.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in any case of emergency or disaster resulting in the
discontinuation of the schedule for meetings as authorized by this resolution, the Speaker



MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2016 25

of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate shall provide for prompt
notice of the same to all members of the House of Representatives and all members of the
Senate, respectively, by such means as such officers deem practical and efficient; and
each house shall be and remain in adjournment until convening for the next legislative
day on the date certain jointly specified by such officers. Following such reconvening,
the General Assembly may provide by joint resolution for a new schedule for meetings
and adjournments.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as to any case of emergency or disaster resulting in
the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings as authorized by this resolution, the
adoption of this resolution by the General Assembly shall constitute the consent of both
the House of Representatives and the Senate for purposes of Article III, Section 1V,
Paragraph I(b) of the Constitution.

On the adoption of the resolution, there was no objection, and the resolution was adopted.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th asked unanimous consent that the following bills, having
been placed on the Table during the 2015 Session, be taken from the Table:

SENATE LEGISLATION TABLED
MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2016
FIRST LEGISLATIVE DAY

SB 221 Greenhaven, City of; provide for incorporation (SLGO-43rd)

HB 20 State income tax; certain allocations to owners of certain entities shall be
governed by Georgia law; clarify (FIN-32nd) Carson-46th

HB 114 Drivers' licenses; provide for use of paper eye charts for testing of
noncommercial driver's vision; provisions (Substitute)(Amendment 1)
(Amendment 1a)(PUB SAF-7th) Tanner-9th

HB 210 Drivers' licenses; provide for dissemination of certain information by the
Department of Driver Services; provisions (Amendment 1)(Amendment 1a)
(PUB SAF-1st) Rogers-10th

HB 221 Ad valorem tax; property; change certain definitions (Substitute)(FIN-14th)
Powell-171st

HB 261 Alcoholic beverages; sale during certain times on Sunday in commercial

service airports owned or operated by a municipal governing authority;
provide (RI&U-15th) Harrell-106th
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HB 352

HB 375

HB 408

HB 474

HB 476

HB 640
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Criminal procedure; change provisions relating to discovery in
misdemeanor cases; provisions (Amendment)(JUDYNC-54th)
Strickland-111th

Motor vehicles; driving with suspended, canceled, or revoked registration;
change provisions relating to plea of nolo contendre (Amendment 1)
(Amendment 1a)(PUB SAF-7th) Powell-171st

Excise tax; rooms, lodging and accommodations; clarify application of
certain provisions to certain municipalities (FIN-56th) Willard-51st

Charter schools; enrollment priorities for educationally disadvantaged
students and military students; provide (Substitute)(ED&Y-42nd)
Kaiser-59th

Fulton County Industrial District; repeal amendment; provisions (SLGO)
Fludd-64th

Gwinnett Judicial Circuit; salary supplements for judges; change provisions
(SLGO) Chandler-105th

The consent was granted, and the legislation was taken from the Table.

Pursuant to Senate Rule 6-3.5(b), the legislation, having been taken from the Table, was
placed at the foot of the Senate Calendar.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th asked unanimous consent that all general bills and all
resolutions on the Senate Calendar, be committed to the committees from which they
were last reported.

The consent was granted, and the legislation listed on the Senate Calendar for today was
committed to the following Senate Committees:

SB 77.

By Senators Albers of the 56th, McKoon of the 29th, Stone of the 23rd,
Williams of the 19th, Jackson of the 24th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 6A of Chapter 3 of Title 35 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to DNA sampling, collection,
and analysis, so as to provide for analysis and collection of DNA for
individuals arrested and convicted of felony offenses; to revise and add
definitions; to change provisions relating to time and procedure for obtaining
DNA samples; to change provisions relating to expungement of profiles in the
data bank; to amend Code Section 17-6-1 of the Official Code of Georgia
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Annotated, relating to where offenses are bailable, procedure, and schedule of
bails, so as to provide a cross-reference for purposes of DNA collections as a
condition of bail; to provide for related matters; to provide for a contingent
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 90.

By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 5 of Chapter 8 of Title 46 of the
0O.C.G.A., relating to construction, improvement, and repair of rail lines,
depots, and roads, so as to provide for the installation of farm crossings and
cattle guards on property which is intersected by a railroad; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

SB 97.

By Senators Albers of the 56th, Thompson of the 14th, Hill of the 6th,
Unterman of the 45th and Heath of the 31st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to modify certain provisions
relating to tax executions; to require due diligence in notifying taxpayers that
taxes have not been paid and that an execution shall be issued; to provide a
definition; to change the timing of the sale of tax executions; to repeal the fee
collected for issuing tax executions; to provide for related matters; to provide
for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SB 110. By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Stone of the 23rd, Cowsert of the 46th, Hill of

the 32nd, McKoon of the 29th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 9-11-4.1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to certified process servers, so as to repeal
the sunset and legislative review provisions; to provide for related matters; to
provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

SB 113. By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to motor vehicles and traffic, so as to create a new class of
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motor vehicles to be known as autonomous vehicles; to provide for definitions;
to provide for requirements to operate an autonomous vehicle; to provide for
the operation of autonomous vehicles on public highways for testing purposes;
to provide for indemnity to vehicle manufacturers in certain instances; to
provide for the regulation of autonomous vehicles; to provide for a penalty; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Science and Technology.

SB 115.

By Senators Hufstetler of the 52nd, Orrock of the 36th and Kirk of the 13th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 43-34-103 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to delegation of authority to physician
assistants, so as to authorize a physician to delegate to a physician assistant the
authority to prescribe Schedule II controlled substances; to provide for
limitations and conditions; to provide for additional continuing education
requirements regarding Schedule II controlled substances; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SB 137.

By Senators Harbin of the 16th, Thompson of the 14th, McKoon of the 29th,
Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Stone of the 23rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 32 of Title 33 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to property insurance, so as to expand the
ownership restriction as it relates to the application of the value of the property
covered against loss by fire; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 142.

By Senators Beach of the 21st and Mullis of the 53rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to local government, so as to regulate procedures governing
applications for permits for critical infrastructure projects; to regulate local
government zoning procedures with respect to critical infrastructure projects;
to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Ultilities.
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By Senators Stone of the 23rd, Mullis of the 53rd, Cowsert of the 46th, Harper
of the 7th, Hill of the 6th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 17 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to searches with warrants, so as to
provide for the use of no-knock search warrants; to provide for definitions; to
change provisions relating to the issuance of search warrants; to provide for
written policies relating to no-knock search warrants; to change provisions
relating to the use of force in executing a search warrant; to change provisions
relating to quashing a search warrant or suppressing evidence due to technical
deficiencies; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 161.

By Senators Jones of the 10th, Harbison of the 15th, Seay of the 34th and
Davenport of the 44th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elementary and secondary education, so
as to revise a provision regarding automatic expulsion for possession of
firearms and dangerous weapons at school; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 179.

By Senators McKoon of the 29th and Henson of the 41st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 27 of Title 50 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions
regarding the Georgia Lottery, so as to allow a winner of a lottery prize to
remain anonymous if he or she donates 25 percent of the prize to the Lottery
for Education Account or other tax exempt organizations; to provide for related
matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Higher Education.

SB 187.

By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Henson of the 41st, McKoon of the 29th,
James of the 35th, Thompson of the 5th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 20-2-2114 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to qualifications for the scholarship
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program for special needs students, so as to expand eligibility for the program
to certain lawful refugees and asylees; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 196. By Senator Beach of the 21st:
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 33 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to insurance generally, so as to provide
insurance requirements for transportation network companies and their drivers;
to provide for definitions; to provide for minimum liability limits; to provide
for certain disclosures; to provide for certain notifications; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SR 11. By Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Henson of the 41st, Fort of the 39th, Parent of
the 42nd, Jones of the 10th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Study Committee on Employee
Misclassification; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SR 43. By Senators Albers of the 56th, Thompson of the 14th and Hill of the 32nd:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Special Tax Exemption Study
Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SR 74. By Senators James of the 35th, Henson of the 41st, Rhett of the 33rd, Butler of
the 55th, Tate of the 38th and others:

A RESOLUTION encouraging the development of minority owned plasma
centers; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Science and Technology.
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By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Hill of
the 6th, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Entrepreneur in Residence Study
Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development and Tourism.

SR 135.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Hill of the 6th, Jones of the 25th, Black of the
8th, Ramsey, Sr. of the 43rd and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to
authorize the General Assembly to provide by law for pari-mutuel wagering on
horse racing; to provide for related matters; to provide for the submission of
this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Utilities.

SR 163.

By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Gooch
of the 51st, Hill of the 32nd and others:

A RESOLUTION authorizing the Senate Rules Committee, during the 2015-
2016 biennium of the General Assembly, to place witnesses under oath or
affirmation when testifying before said committee in regard to legislation
which is then in the possession of the committee or eligible for placement on
the rules calendar of the Senate; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 177.

By Senators James of the 35th, Seay of the 34th, Davenport of the 44th,
Ramsey, Sr. of the 43rd, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A RESOLUTION encouraging the Capitol Arts Standards Commission to
authorize the placement of a portrait of Mrs. Coretta Scott King on the second
floor of the state capitol building alongside the portrait of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 360.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Hill of the 6th, Dugan of the 30th, Jones II of
the 22nd and Tolleson of the 20th:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Data Security and Privacy Study
Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Science and Technology.
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SR 383. By Senator James of the 35th:
A RESOLUTION commending Rashad Richey; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 388. By Senators Heath of the 31st, Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Ligon,
Jr. of the 3rd, Mullis of the 53rd and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution, in a manner
consistent with the United States Constitution, so as to prevent discrimination
in the public funding of social services by allowing religious or faith based
organizations to receive public aid, directly or indirectly, for the provision of
such services; to provide for the submission of this amendment for ratification
or rejection; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Government Oversight.

SR 412. By Senators Jones II of the 22nd, Beach of the 21st, Stone of the 23rd, Jackson
of the 24th, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Cyber Challenge Study Committee; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Science and Technology.

SR 447. By Senators Black of the 8th, Millar of the 40th, Tippins of the 37th, Hufstetler
of the 52nd, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Joint Study Committee on School Construction;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SR 451. By Senators Jones of the 25th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Williams of the 19th, Hill
of the 6th, McKoon of the 29th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Alternatives to Transportation Funding
Study Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.
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SR 459. By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Study Committee on Blind or Visually
Impaired Persons; and for other purposes

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SR 460. By Senators Jones II of the 22nd, Stone of the 23rd, Parent of the 42nd, Fort of
the 39th, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Minor Traffic Offense Study Committee;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SR 479. By Senators Ramsey, Sr. of the 43rd, Unterman of the 45th, Orrock of the 36th,
Sims of the 12th, Butler of the 55th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Ending Campus Sexual Assaults Study
Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.
SR 566. By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Abusive Billing Practices Study
Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.
SR 573. By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Court of Appeals Workload Study
Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

HB 21. By Representatives Carson of the 46th, Roberts of the 155th and Jacobs of the
80th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 32-9-9 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the creation of the transit authority by
special legislation and the authority's attributes and powers, so as to repeal a
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population provision relative to creation of a transit authority within
metropolitan areas; to provide for the establishment of intergovernmental
agreements prior to the operation of service by a transit authority when it is
being created in a geographical area where a transit service is already provided
by an authority or county government; to provide for related matters; to
provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.

HB 49.

By Representatives Harrell of the 106th, Knight of the 130th, Fludd of the
64th, Powell of the 171st and Houston of the 170th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to provide for electronic
service of certain notices; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

HB 65.

By Representatives Caldwell of the 20th, Ramsey of the 72nd, Teasley of the
37th, Turner of the 21st, Dudgeon of the 25th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elementary and secondary education, so
as to require local boards of education and certain charter schools to hold at
least two public meetings on the proposed annual operating budget; to require
that a summary of the proposed and adopted annual operating budget be posted
on the Internet; to require that the detailed annual operating budget be made
available upon request; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

HB 82.

By Representative Kidd of the 145th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 12-3-402 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the Oconee River Greenway Authority,
so as to allow certain members to appoint a designee; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and the Environment.
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HB 103. By Representatives Belton of the 112th, Dickerson of the 113th, Tanner of the
Oth, Williams of the 119th, Peake of the 141st and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 11 of Title 16 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to offenses against public
order, so as to prohibit any person from causing a minor to be identified as the
individual in an obscene depiction; to provide for definitions; to provide for
venue; to provide for exceptions; to provide for penalties; to provide for a short
title; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

HB 119. By Representatives Reeves of the 34th, Willard of the 51st, Fleming of the
121st and Mabra of the 63rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 24-12-21 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to disclosure of AIDS confidential
information, so as to change provisions relating to disclosure of such
information under certain circumstances; to provide for procedure; to provide
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

HB 121. By Representatives Hamilton of the 24th, Powell of the 32nd, Brockway of the
102nd, Fleming of the 121st and Taylor of the 173rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the O.C.G.A.,
relating to primaries and elections generally, so as to require notice of write-in
candidacy filings to include an authorization by the candidate if such filings are
not done by the candidate; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Ethics.

HB 172. By Representatives Lumsden of the 12th, Powell of the 32nd, Hitchens of the
161st, Caldwell of the 131st, Tanner of the 9th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 52 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions relative to
the registration, operation, and sale of watercraft, so as to revise the types of
vessels that are applicable to the operation of watercraft while under the
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influence of alcohol, toxic vapors, or drugs; to provide for definitions; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and the Environment.

HB 207. By Representatives Beskin of the 54th, Willard of the 51st, Pak of the 108th,
Caldwell of the 131st, Quick of the 117th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to courts, so as to change provisions relating to when a
judge, judicial officer, grand juror, or trial juror may be disqualified from
presiding or serving, as applicable, due to being related by consanguinity or
affinity to a party; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

HB 227. By Representatives Duncan of the 26th, Martin of the 49th, Rutledge of the
109th, Pak of the 108th, Kelley of the 16th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state sales and use taxation, so
as to remove programmable thermostats from the definition of Energy Star
Qualified Product for purposes of the state sales tax holiday; to provide for an
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

HB 256. By Representatives Maxwell of the 17th, Greene of the 151st, Coleman of the
97th, Brooks of the 55th and Buckner of the 137th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 7 of Title 47 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the Georgia Firefighters' Pension Fund,
so as to provide new definitions; to change a term for membership of the board;
to provide for a break in employment for certain members; to clarify provisions
related to leaves of absence, withdrawal of dues, and application for
reinstatement as an active member; to clarify provisions for failure to pay dues
and the reinstatement process; to permit selection of up to five beneficiaries to
receive equal portions of certain benefits upon the death of certain members; to
provide for certain penalties for false statements or falsified records; to provide
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Retirement.
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HB 276. By Representatives Harrell of the 106th, Maxwell of the 17th, Powell of the
32nd and Martin of the 49th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 3 of the O.C.G.A., relating to
alcoholic beverages, so as to modernize certain terms, repeal certain obsolete
provisions, and remove or correct certain inconsistent references; to amend
Code Section 51-1-40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
liability for acts of intoxicated persons, so as to make a cross-reference
consistent; to amend Code Section 52-7-8.3 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to operation of watercraft, identification, and operation by
minors, so as to make a cross-reference consistent; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Utilities.

HB 297. By Representatives Beskin of the 54th, Nix of the 69th, Geisinger of the 48th,
Dudgeon of the 25th, Maxwell of the 17th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 43-1-2 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to appointment and general powers of
division director, members and meetings of professional licensing boards,
examination standards, roster of licensees, and funding, so as to provide for
professional licensing boards to make designations for the receipt and
processing of applications for examination; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Utilities.

HB 304. By Representatives Hightower of the 68th, Strickland of the 111th, Efstration
of the 104th, Reeves of the 34th, Tanner of the 9th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 17-10-1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to fixing of sentence, so as to clarify
service of consecutive sentences; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

HB 370. By Representatives Fleming of the 121st, Wilkerson of the 38th, Fludd of the
64th, England of the 116th, Powell of the 32nd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 5 of Title 21 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to ethics in government, so as to provide
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for waivers of certain civil penalties and fees incurred by candidates for local
elected office; to provide for exceptions; to provide for refunds of certain civil
penalties and fees; to provide for legislative findings; to provide for related
matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Ethics.

HB 396. By Representatives Knight of the 130th, Harrell of the 106th, Battles of the
15th, Williamson of the 115th and Stephens of the 164th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to clarify the penalty for
failure to file return or pay revenue held in trust for the state; to prevent the
obstruction of officials levying tax executions; to clarify the definition of
prescription; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

HB 418. By Representatives Reeves of the 34th, Tanner of the 9th, Efstration of the
104th, Ramsey of the 72nd and Strickland of the 111th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 15-12-60 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the qualifications for grand jurors, so as
to prohibit certain individuals from serving as grand jurors; to prohibit
quashing of indictments when ineligible grand jurors serve on a grand jury; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

HB 531. By Representatives Mabra of the 63rd, Fleming of the 121st, Willard of the
51st, Strickland of the 111th, Reeves of the 34th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 4 of Chapter 10 of Title 9 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to personal jurisdiction over
nonresidents, so as to change provisions relating to the grounds for exercising
personal jurisdiction over nonresidents; to change provisions relating to effect
of appearance; to change provisions relating to venue; to amend Code Sections
19-13-2 and 34-1-7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
jurisdiction of superior court and application for temporary restraining order
and injunction, respectively, so as to correct cross-references; to provide for
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related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

HB 535. By Representatives Harrell of the 106th, Powell of the 32nd, Kaiser of the
59th, Frye of the 118th, Peake of the 141st and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to alcoholic beverages, so as to provide that governing
authorities of counties and municipalities in which the sale of alcoholic
beverages for consumption on the premises is lawful may authorize sales of
such alcoholic beverages during a certain time on Sundays; to change the time
on Sunday during which farm wineries may sell certain wine for consumption
on the premises; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Ultilities.

HB 540. By Representatives Dollar of the 45th, Ramsey of the 72nd, Kelley of the 16th
and Petrea of the 166th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 6 of Title 28 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to interstate cooperation, so as to clarify
the number of members of the Senate Interstate Cooperation Committee and
the House Committee on Interstate Cooperation; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Interstate Cooperation.

HB 547. By Representatives Fleming of the 121st, Powell of the 171st and Willard of
the S1st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 3 of Title 53 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to year's support, so as to change
provisions relating to taxes and tax liens; to provide for a definition; to provide
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

HB 20. By Representative Carson of the 46th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the imposition, rate,
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computation, and exemptions from state income taxes, so as to clarify that
certain allocations to owners of certain entities shall be governed by Georgia
law; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

HB 114. By Representatives Tanner of the 9th, Powell of the 32nd, Lumsden of the 12th

and Hitchens of the 161st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 5 of Title 40 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to drivers' licenses, so as to provide for
the use of paper eye charts for the testing of noncommercial driver's vision; to
provide for notice of certain information from the department to be sent by
first-class mail; to provide for the issuance of limited driving permits to
noncommercial drivers in certain instances; to provide for a waiver of the
application fee for instruction permits in certain instances; to allow
photographs on drivers' licenses and identification cards to be in black and
white; to provide for the conditions under which limited driving permits shall
be issued; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

HB 210. By Representatives Rogers of the 10th, Mayo of the 84th, Jasperse of the 11th,

Dempsey of the 13th, Rice of the 95th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 5 of Title 40 of the O.C.G.A.,
relating to drivers' licenses, so as to provide for the dissemination of certain
information by the Department of Driver Services; to provide for participation
in an anatomical gift donation program when obtaining a personal
identification card through the department; to provide for the designation of
such participation on personal identification cards; to provide for the
dissemination of identifying information for applicants making such election;
to provide for legislative findings; to provide for the option of a voluntary
contribution from applicants of personal identification cards to prevent
blindness and preserve sight; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.
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HB 221. By Representatives Powell of the 171st, Knight of the 130th, Harbin of the
122nd, Harrell of the 106th and Stephens of the 164th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 5 of Title 48 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to ad valorem taxation of property, so as
to change certain definitions regarding such taxation; to provide an effective
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

HB 261. By Representatives Harrell of the 106th, Powell of the 32nd, Douglas of the
78th and Waites of the 60th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 3 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding
the regulation of alcoholic beverages generally, so as to provide for the sale of
alcoholic beverages during certain times on Sunday in commercial service
airports owned or operated by a municipal governing authority; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Ultilities.

HB 352. By Representatives Strickland of the 111th, Reeves of the 34th, Pak of the
108th, Trammell of the 132nd, Gravley of the 67th and others:

A BILL To be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 16 of Title 17 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to discovery, so as to change provisions
relating to discovery in misdemeanor cases; to provide for a defendant to opt
into reciprocal discovery similar to provisions in felony cases; to require the
defendant to provide the prosecuting attorney with a list of witness and alibi
information; to provide for procedure; to provide for sanctions; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

HB 375. By Representatives Powell of the 171st, Fleming of the 121st, Hightower of the
68th, Hitchens of the 161st, Powell of the 32nd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 40-6-15 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to knowingly driving a motor vehicle with
a suspended, canceled, or revoked vehicle registration, so as to change
provisions relating to a plea of nolo contendre; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.
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HB 408. By Representatives Willard of the 51st, Raffensperger of the 50th, Geisinger of

the 48th and Wilkinson of the 52nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 13 of Title 48 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to an excise tax on rooms,
lodging, and accommodations, so as to clarify the application of certain
provisions to certain municipalities; to provide for conditions and limitations;
to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

HB 474. By Representatives Kaiser of the 59th, Clark of the 101st, Dudgeon of the 25th,

Mayo of the 84th and Coleman of the 97th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 31 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to charter schools, so as to
provide for enrollment priorities in charter schools for educationally
disadvantaged students and military students; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th asked unanimous consent that all the local bills on the Senate
Calendar, be committed to State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

The consent was granted, and the local bills on the Senate Calendar were committed to
State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SB 186. By Senators Heath of the 31st, Albers of the 56th, Beach of the 21st, Unterman

of the 45th, Jeffares of the 17th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 80 of Title 36 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions applicable to
counties, municipal corporations, and other governmental entities, so as
provide for electronic publication of certain public notices; to provide for
procedures, conditions, and limitations; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).
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By Senators Ramsey, Sr. of the 43rd and Davenport of the 44th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide for the incorporation of the City of
Greenhaven in DeKalb County, Georgia; to provide for related matters; to
provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SR 507.

By Senators Parent of the 42nd, Williams of the 27th, Black of the 8th, Millar
of the 40th, Bethel of the 54th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Joint Study Committee on Municipal
Annexations and Incorporations; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

HB 73.

By Representatives Turner of the 21st, Hamilton of the 24th, Taylor of the
173rd, Caldwell of the 20th, Hightower of the 68th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 45-2-1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to persons ineligible to hold office,
vacation of office, and validity of acts performed while in office, so as to
authorize counties and municipalities to provide by local law for district
durational residency requirements; to provide for related matters; to provide an
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

HB 476.

By Representatives Fludd of the 64th, Bruce of the 61st, Mabra of the 63rd,
Kaiser of the 59th, Thomas of the 56th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to repeal the amendment to the Constitution of
Georgia creating within Fulton County the Fulton County Industrial District
and prohibiting the governing authority of Fulton County from levying any tax
for educational purposes within such district; to provide for a referendum with
respect to the effectiveness of the foregoing; to provide for contingent effective
dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).
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HB 514. By Representatives Bruce of the 61st, Fludd of the 64th, Kaiser of the 59th,

Mabra of the 63rd, Jones of the 53rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to incorporate the City of South Fulton in Fulton
County; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

HB 527. By Representatives Willard of the 51st, Jones of the 47th, Bruce of the 61st,

Wilkinson of the 52nd, Beskin of the 54th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to repeal an Act entitled "An Act to repeal an Act
entitled 'An Act to provide for a budget in all counties in this state having a
population of two hundred thousand or more by the United States census of
1930, or by any future census; to define the word 'authorities' as used herein;
for the publication of the proposed budget, the adoption of the budget and
publication of the final budget as adopted... and for other purposes,' approved
March 16, 1939, appearing in Georgia Laws 1939 pp. 272-276, and all Acts
amendatory thereto; and for other purposes" approved March 2, 1953 (Ga. L.
1953, p. 2815), and all Acts amendatory thereto; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

HB 640. By Representatives Chandler of the 105th, Efstration of the 104th, Kendrick of

the 93rd, Clark of the 101st, Clark of the 98th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Gwinnett Judicial
Circuit and providing for its powers, duties, jurisdiction, and officers, approved
February 12, 1960 (Ga. L. 1960, p. 110), as amended, particularly by an Act
approved April 10, 2014 (Ga. L. 2014, p. 3722), so as to change provisions
relating to the salary supplements for the judges of the Gwinnett Judicial
Circuit; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

Senators Walker III of the 20th and Kennedy of the 18th recognized Miss America, Betty
Cantrell, who addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Tuesday,
January 12, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Tuesday, January 12, 2016
Second Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:00 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

The following message was received from the House through Mr. Reilly, the Clerk
thereof:

Mr. President:

The House has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following Resolutions
of the House and Senate:

HR 966. By Representative Burns of the 159th:

A RESOLUTION to notify the Senate that the House of Representatives
has convened; and for other purposes.

HR 967. By Representative Burns of the 159th:

A RESOLUTION calling a joint session of the House of Representatives
and the Senate for the purpose of hearing a message from the Governor;
inviting the Justices of the Supreme Court and the Judges of the Court of
Appeals to be present at the joint session; and for other purposes.

The Speaker has appointed as a Committee of Escort on the part of the House the
following members:

Representatives Nimmer of the 178th, Dickey of the 140th, Rogers of the 10th, Sims of
the 123rd, Cooper of the 43rd, Caldwell of the 131st, Coleman of the 97th, Dickson of
the 6th, Pruett of the 149th, Morris of the 156th, and Stovall of the 74th.
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By Representative Burns of the 159th:

A RESOLUTION calling a joint session of the House of Representatives
and the Senate for the purpose of hearing a message from the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court; inviting each other Justice of the Supreme Court and
each Judge of the Court of Appeals to be present at the joint session; and
for other purposes.

By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Henson of the 41st,
Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION to notify the Governor that the General Assembly has
convened; and for other purposes.

By Senators Cowsert of the 46th, Mullis of the 53rd and Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION relative to meetings and adjournments of the General
Assembly; and for other purposes.

Senator Beach of the 21st asked unanimous consent that Senator Lucas of the 26th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Lucas was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers
Beach
Bethel
Burke
Butler
Cowsert
Crane
Davenport
Dugan
Fort
Ginn
Gooch
Harbin
Harbison
Harper
Heath
Henson
Hill, H

Hill, Jack Orrock

Hill, Judson Parent
Hufstetler Rhett
Jackson, B Seay
Jackson, L Shafer

James Sims

Jeffares Stone

Jones, B Tate

Jones, E Thompson, B
Jones, H Thompson, C
Kennedy Tippins

Kirk Unterman
Ligon VanNess
Martin Watson
McKoon Wilkinson
Millar Williams, M
Miller Williams, T
Mullis
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Not answering were Senators:
Black Lucas (Excused) Walker 111

The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators:  Walker III of the 20th Black of the 8th

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 254. By Senators Jones II of the 22nd, Fort of the 39th, Orrock of the 36th, Rhett of
the 33rd, Sims of the 12th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 16-13-2 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to possession of marijuana and
conditional discharge for possession of controlled substances as first offense
and certain nonviolent property crimes, so as to provide that simple possession
of marijuana constitutes a misdemeanor; to amend Titles 15 and 16 and Code
Sections 17-7-72 and 36-32-6 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to courts, crimes and offenses, jurisdiction of probate courts to try
certain drug and alcohol offenses, and municipal court jurisdiction in marijuana
possession cases, respectively, so as to provide for conforming cross-
references; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 255. By Senators Stone of the 23rd, Bethel of the 54th, Millar of the 40th, Albers of
the 56th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 18 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to debtor and creditor, so as to modernize, reorganize, and
provide constitutional protections in garnishment proceedings; to provide for
definitions; to provide for an affidavit and summons of garnishment, contents,
and procedure for garnishment; to provide for property being subject to and
exempt from garnishment; to provide for a defendant's and third party's claim
and plaintiff's traverse and the procedure for claims and traverses; to provide
for procedures only applicable to financial institutions; to provide for and
require the use of certain forms for garnishment proceedings; to amend Code
Sections 44-7-50 and 53-12-80 of the O.C.G.A., relating to demand for
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possession and spendthrift provisions, respectively, so as to correct cross-
references; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

SB 258.

By Senators Millar of the 40th and Albers of the 56th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 48-5-311 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to creation of county boards of
equalization, duties, review of assessments, and appeals, so as to provide that
the assessed value of property for a taxable year shall not be increased beyond
the initial assessment value established by the board of tax assessors during an
appeal of such valuation for such taxable year by the taxpayer but may be
reduced as a result of the appeal of the taxpayer; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SB 259.

By Senators Millar of the 40th, Shafer of the 48th, Hill of the 32nd and Albers
of the 56th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 48 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to property tax exemptions and
deferral, so as to provide for a homestead exemption from ad valorem taxes for
state, county, municipal, or school purposes in an amount equal to the amount
by which the current year assessed value of a homestead exceeds the adjusted
base year assessed value of such homestead; to provide for definitions; to
specify the terms and conditions of the exemption and the procedures relating
thereto; to provide for applicability; to provide for a referendum, effective
dates, and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SB 260.

By Senators Rhett of the 33rd, James of the 35th, Tate of the 38th, Fort of the
39th, Davenport of the 44th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 3 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of
Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to carrying and
possession of firearms, so as to prohibit the purchase of a firearm by any
person who is currently a party to a proceeding instituted under Chapter 5 of
Title 19 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated without permission of the
presiding judge; to provide for definitions; to provide for exceptions; to
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provide for criminal penalties; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 261.

By Senators Seay of the 34th, Henson of the 41st, Davenport of the 44th,
Butler of the 55th and James of the 35th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 48 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the imposition, rate, and
computation of and exemptions from state income taxes, so as to create an
income tax credit for employers who hire certain qualified parolees for full-
time jobs; to provide for rules and regulations and an application process
related to such income tax credit; to provide for certain conditions and
limitations; to provide for definitions; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SB 262.

By Senator Stone of the 23rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to courts, so as to change provisions relating to when a
judge, judicial officer, grand juror, or trial juror may be disqualified from
presiding or serving, as applicable, due to being related by consanguinity or
affinity to a party; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

SR 683.

By Senators Heath of the 31st, Albers of the 56th, McKoon of the 29th, Harbin
of the 16th, Crane of the 28th and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of
Georgia so as to prohibit the General Assembly from adopting a conference
committee report unless such report has been publicly available overnight; to
provide for submission of this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.
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Senator Davenport of the 44th introduced the chaplain of the day, Bishop Donald E.
Battle of Jonesboro, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Rhett of the 33rd introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. G. Waldon Garriss III.
The Secretary read the following Message from the House:
Mr. President:

The House has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following Resolutions
of the House and Senate:

HR 966. By Representative Burns of the 159th:

A RESOLUTION to notify the Senate that the House of Representatives
has convened; and for other purposes.

The following resolution was read and put upon its adoption:
HR 967. By Representative Burns of the 159th:

A RESOLUTION calling a joint session of the House of Representatives and
the Senate for the purpose of hearing a message from the Governor; inviting
the Justices of the Supreme Court and the Judges of the Court of Appeals to be
present at the joint session; and for other purposes.

On the adoption of the resolution, there was no objection, and the resolution was adopted.

The President appointed as a Committee of Escort on the part of the Senate the following
Senators: Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Henson of the 41st, Gooch of the 51st,
Fort of the 39th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and Jackson of the 24th.

The following resolution was read and put upon its adoption:
HR 968. By Representative Burns of the 159th:

A RESOLUTION calling a joint session of the House of Representatives and
the Senate for the purpose of hearing a message from the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court; inviting each other Justice of the Supreme Court and each
Judge of the Court of Appeals to be present at the joint session; and for other
purposes.

On the adoption of the resolution, there was no objection, and the resolution was adopted.
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The following resolution was read and adopted:

SR 685.

By Senators Davenport of the 44th, Seay of the 34th, Jeffares of the 17th and
Jones of the 10th:

A RESOLUTION commending Clayton State University and recognizing
January 12, 2016, as Clayton State University Day at the state capitol; and for
other purposes.

Senator Davenport of the 44th recognized Clayton State University. President Dr.
Thomas J. Hynes, Jr., addressed the Senate briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 653.

SR 654.

SR 655.

SR 656.

SR 657.

SR 658.

By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Canyon Grill in Lookout
Mountain, Georgia; and for other purposes.

By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending JB's BBQ in Lafayette,
Georgia; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION commending Julie Kirk, New Hampstead High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION commending Rachel Starling Hurst, Islands High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION commending Mary K. Bir, Windsor Forest High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION commending Paige Morgan, Windsor Forest High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Timothy Cone, Woodville-Tompkins High
School's 2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Dmetri S. Nevels, Johnson High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Daniel Kamykowski, Jenkins High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Joel Clackum, Islands High School's 2014-
2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Melissa Maikos-Ptacin, Beach High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Fehmina Kauser, Groves High School's 2014-
2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Rebecca Alt, Groves High School's 2014-2015
Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Yvette Rushing, Jenkins High School's 2014-
2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Teorna Thomas, Savannah High School LS
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Jewel Hendrix, Savannah Arts High School's
2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Cindy Campbell, Coastal GA Comprehensive
High School's 2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Doug Kearse, Early College's 2014-2015
Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending David Ackerman, Coastal GA Comprehensive
High School's 2014-2015 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Harbin of the 16th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Jerry Lloyd Harbin and
Earline Addis Harbin on the grand occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary;
and for other purposes.

By Senator Tate of the 38th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and expressing regret at the passing of Dr.
Louise Thornton Hollowell; and for other purposes.

By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Albers of the 56th, Miller of the 49th, Martin
of the 9th and Thompson of the 5th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring January 13, 2016, as Korean
American Day at the State Capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Crane of the 28th, Kirk of the 13th, Black of
the 8th, Bethel of the 54th and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Sharon Overton McKoon;
and for other purposes.
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By Senators Seay of the 34th, Davenport of the 44th, Butler of the 55th and
Sims of the 12th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Dr. Ozias Pearson; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Seay of the 34th, Davenport of the 44th, Butler of the 55th and
Sims of the 12th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mrs. Gerrian Hawes on her
outstanding public service; and for other purposes.

By Senators Heath of the 31st, Tippins of the 37th, Millar of the 40th, Harbin
of the 16th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing January 14, 2016, as Sportsmen's and Coastal
Day at the capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Fort of the 39th, Tate of the 38th, Butler of the 55th, Seay of the
34th, Davenport of the 44th and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the legacy of Hosea Williams, public servant and
civil rights activist; and for other purposes.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Wednesday,
January 13, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Wednesday, January 13, 2016
Third Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:00 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 263.

By Senators Thompson of the 14th, Harper of the 7th, Bethel of the 54th,
Mullis of the 53rd, Shafer of the 48th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding law
enforcement officers and agencies, so as to provide that the governing authority
of each municipality and county in this state and each board of education
which employs sworn police officers who are P.O.S.T. certified may adopt
policies under which such sworn officers, upon their retirement or upon leaving
such employment as a result of a disability arising in the line of duty, may
retain his or her weapon and badge; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SB 264.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Jones of the 25th, Harbison of the 15th, Sims of
the 12th, Jones II of the 22nd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to state government, so as to provide for parimutuel
wagering on horse racing; to provide for definitions; to provide for conditions
for horse racing and parimutuel wagering; to provide for the regulation and
operation of horse racing and parimutuel wagering; to provide for licensing of
facilities and persons participating in horse racing and parimutuel wagering; to
adopt the Interstate Compact on Licensure of Participants in Live Racing with
Parimutuel Wagering; to prohibit certain conduct; to provide for penalties; to
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provide for related matters; to provide a contingent effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Ultilities.

SB 265.

By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Bethel of the 54th, Burke of the 11th, Martin of
the 9th, Millar of the 40th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 7 of Title 33 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to kinds of insurance, limits of risks, and
reinsurance, so as to provide definitions; to provide that physician agreements
are not insurance; to exempt such agreements from regulation as insurance; to
provide for discontinuance of services under certain circumstances; to provide
a short title; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 266.

By Senators Fort of the 39th and McKoon of the 29th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 4 of Chapter 5 of Title 21 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to public officials' conduct and
lobbyist disclosure, so as to provide that any person who is a lobbyist and who
makes expenditures of any amount for the purpose of influencing the passage
of legislation for the purpose of legalizing casino gambling in this state,
whether directly or indirectly, shall disclose all such expenditures, regardless of
amount or value; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Ethics.

SB 267.

By Senators Williams of the 27th, Gooch of the 51st, Harper of the 7th, Mullis
of the 53rd and Williams of the 19th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 3 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of
Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to carrying and
possession of firearms, so as to provide for a reduced weapons carry license
and renewal license application fee for persons who are 65 years of age or
older; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.
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SB 268. By Senators James of the 35th, Rhett of the 33rd and Henson of the 41st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 40-6-391 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to driving under the influence of alcohol,
drugs, or other intoxicating substances, penalties, publication of notice of
conviction for persons convicted for a second time, and endangering a child, so
as to require that the county department of family and children services be
notified when certain offenders are convicted for endangering a child by
driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

Senator Tate of the 38th asked unanimous consent that Senator Thompson of the 5th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Thompson was excused.

Senator Bethel of the 54th asked unanimous consent that Senator Parent of the 42nd be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Parent was excused.

Senator Martin of the 9th asked unanimous consent that Senator Williams of the 27th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Williams was excused.

Senator Seay of the 34th asked unanimous consent that Senators Butler of the 55th and
Orrock of the 36th be excused. The consent was granted, and Senators Butler and Orrock

were excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, H Millar
Beach Hill, Jack Miller
Bethel Hill, Judson Mullis
Black Hufstetler Rhett
Burke Jackson, B Shafer
Cowsert Jackson, L Sims
Crane James Stone
Davenport Jeffares Tate
Dugan Jones, B Thompson, B
Ginn Jones, E Tippins
Gooch Jones, H Unterman
Harbin Kennedy VanNess
Harbison Kirk Walker
Harper Ligon Watson
Heath Martin Wilkinson

Henson McKoon Williams, T
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Not answering were Senators:

Butler (Excused) Fort Lucas
Orrock (Excused) Parent (Excused) Seay
Thompson, C. (Excused) Williams, M. (Excused)

The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators:  Lucas of the 26th Seay of the 34th Fort of the 39th

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Shafer of the 48th introduced the chaplain of the day, Reverend Yoon Young
Chung of Suwanee, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Serving as the doctor of the day was Dr. Stanley J. Shin.
The following resolutions were read and adopted:
SR 687. By Senator Burke of the 11th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Thomasville, Georgia, as "Georgia's Rose
City"; and for other purposes.

SR 688. By Senators Dugan of the 30th, Hill of the 4th, Hill of the 6th, Harbison of the
15th, Shafer of the 48th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing January 25, 2016, as National Guard Day at the
capitol; and for other purposes.

Senator Shafer of the 48th recognized and honored January 13, 2016, as Korean
American Day at the State Capitol, commended by SR 679, adopted previously. Mr.
Sunny Park, President, America Korea Friendship Society, addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that, upon the dissolution of the Joint Session, the
Senate stand adjourned until 11:00 a.m. Thursday, January 14, 2016.

The President announced the motion prevailed at 10:40 a.m.

The hour for convening the Joint Session of the Senate and House having arrived, the
President, accompanied by the Secretary and Senators, proceeded to the Hall of the
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House of Representatives, and the Joint Session, called for the purpose of hearing a
message by His Excellency, Governor Nathan Deal, was called to order by the Speaker of
the House. HR 967 authorizing the Joint Session of the Senate and House was read by
the Clerk of the House.

His Excellency, Governor Nathan Deal addressed the Joint Session of the Senate and the
House of Representatives as follows:

"Lt. Governor Cagle, Speaker Ralston, President Pro Tem Shafer, Speaker Pro Tem
Jones, members of the General Assembly, constitutional officers, members of the
judiciary, members of the consular corps, my fellow Georgians:

Every year during this second week in January, we gather in this chamber of the people
to assess the condition of our Ship of State. We review its travel log for the prior year, we
inventory its store of resources, we evaluate the effectiveness of its crew, we plan its
journey for the coming year, and we attempt to forecast the weather and the condition of
the seas it must traverse. Like mariners of old, we consult our charts as we plan how to
best avoid the rocky shoals that would damage our vessel and jeopardize the safety of our
crew.

But after we conclude our planning and are ready to set sail on our annual journey, what
do we do if the wind does not blow, or worse, what if it blows from the wrong direction?
It is in those times that true leadership is required. It is for those occasions that each of us
who are elected leaders must step forward. It is how we react to those events and
circumstances we did not plan for and over which we have no control that determines the
future of our Ship of State and the safety of its cargo. It is said that at such times, the
Pessimist simply complains about the wind; the Optimist is content to wait in the harbor
because he expects the direction of the wind to change. The true leader, however, gets
about the task of adjusting the sails.

When I addressed you for the first time in January 2011, Georgia’s Ship of State had
been severely battered for two years by the storms of the Great Recession. Our reserves,
that is our Rainy Day Fund, had been almost completely depleted in an attempt to keep
our Ship of State from sinking. Over $1.4 billion from that fund had been used during
that two-year period, and yet the waves were still beating against our ship, and the wind
was still blowing from the wrong direction. Our revenue had dropped by $2.3 billion
from 2007 to 2011. Our unemployment rate was 10.4 percent. Our prison population was
the fourth-largest in the country and was projected to grow by eight percent over the next
five years. Our high school graduation rate was an unacceptable 67.5 percent.

Georgia was losing tens of thousands of jobs, especially in the construction sector. Our
manufacturing sector was at a disadvantage compared with other states because we were
imposing sales tax on energy purchases. The Savannah Harbor deepening project, which
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was authorized by Congress 12 years earlier, was at a standstill with the real prospect that
the larger vessels coming through the enlarged Panama Canal would not be coming to
Georgia.

Many Georgians had seen their savings wiped out, business owners were in bankruptcy
court, and families were losing their homes to foreclosure. Our revered HOPE Program
was rapidly approaching the point of being unable to fulfill its promises to our best
students.

Simply put, the Economic Winds were blowing in the wrong direction with an intensity
and duration not experienced since the Great Depression. As leaders of our state, we
could have been pessimistic and simply railed against the bitter wind and made excuses
for our situation. Or, we could have been optimists and told our citizens just to be patient
because it wouldn’t last much longer. We watched some of our sister states take both
approaches and conclude that until the Economic Winds shifted, their state governments
could not operate on less revenue and therefore their citizens must pay more taxes.

Fortunately, with your support, we did not follow that pattern. Instead, we began the
difficult, and sometimes painful, process of adjusting our sails. As a result, we grew our
way out of hard times. By passing conservative budgets, coupled with the economic
growth that was spurred by our reforms, our Rainy Day Fund that was almost gone five
years ago has now grown to over $1.43 billion.

By cutting taxes and removing regulatory burdens on businesses, our unemployment rate
has been cut almost in half and now stands at 5.6 percent. And, the construction industry
that was hit so hard by the waves of the Great Recession now has the third lowest
unemployment rate in the country at just 4 percent. By removing sales tax on energy for
manufacturing, there have been over 22,000 new manufacturing jobs, a 6.4 percent
increase that is more than double the growth rate of the United States. These jobs
represent over $900 million in added wages.

The next step was addressing the jobs skills gap employers continued encountering. As
we looked at job openings around the state, we found that almost all of them could be
filled if our citizens would attend one of our Technical Colleges and receive the
necessary training. With your support over the past three years, we have identified eleven
areas where a student will receive a 100 percent tuition HOPE Grant to obtain that
training. These Strategic Industries Workforce Development Grants cover 140 programes,
and I am recommending that we add industrial maintenance this year to that important
list. I am proposing to devote $17.1 million in 2017 for all of these programs.

As our colleges and universities examine their degree programs and focus more of their
resources on those that lead to employment, we will rapidly close the skills gap in our
workforce. I am pleased that Georgia Southern University, for instance, is one of the only
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universities in the country and the only one in the Southeast to offer a degree program for
precision engineering, yet another example of a high demand area.

In addition to directing more resources into post-secondary education programs that lead
to employability, we have also moved our focus further down the education line. Our
Move On When Ready legislation from last year, coupled with additional funding for
Dual Enrollment, has greatly accelerated the pace of many students’ educational
journeys. This allows high school students to attend postsecondary institutions at no cost
to them or their parents. Currently, there are approximately 22,059 students participating
in this program. My FY2017 budget contains over $58.3 million dollars to cover the cost
of Move On When Ready, a 654 percent increase over FY2011.

In order to further modernize our K-12 education system, I asked the State Board of
Education and the University System of Georgia to allow certain high school computer
science courses to count as core courses in high school and for purposes of college
admission. Both entities have agreed, and there are currently nine computer science
courses that count towards a science or foreign language requirement. This will give us
more early learners in a field that is and will continue to be in high demand by employers.
Addressing workforce development needs extends into another area we’ve made a
priority: criminal justice reform. In order to curb the growth in our prison population, we
created the Georgia Council on Criminal Justice Reform, which has been chaired by
Judge Michael Boggs and Thomas Worthy. I want to express publically my thanks to
these two gentlemen and the other dedicated members of that Council. Please join me in
expressing our appreciation for their work.

As a result of your passing legislation to implement the recommendations of the Council
in prior years, we have seen a substantial drop in our prison population as thousands of
non-violent offenders are being diverted into accountability courts where they are given a
second chance to receive treatments for their addictions. By converting inmates into
taxpayers, and by educating and giving paroled inmates marketable skills, we will begin
to reduce our rates of recidivism, which will in turn make our state safer.

The same diversion is occurring in the juvenile justice system. In short, Georgia is
recognized as the leading state for meaningful criminal justice reform.

There will be more recommendations from the Council this year which I ask you to
consider and approve.

As you can see, we have made great progress over the past five years in improving and
expanding the skills of our present and future workforce. But these successes are not
enough. My administration has spent more of the state budget on K-12 education than
any administration in the past 50 years, which included over 1 billion additional dollars
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for the past two years and an additional $416 million for FY2017. However, our
Education Boat is still leaking and needs some repairs.

As we contemplate modernizing our education system, it is important to acknowledge the
progress we have made over the past five years. Our graduation rate from high school has
increased by over 11 percent to 78.8 percent, an average change of 2.83 percent each
year. As significant as that increase is, during that same five years, our dropout rate has
remained unyieldingly stagnant at an average of 3.66 percent. To put it more bluntly,
96,660 students dropped out of school between 2011 and this school year. That is over
4,000 more than are currently enrolled in our entire Technical College system. That is a
wind that is blowing in the wrong direction, and we must continue to trim our sails to
bring that dropout number down.

Based on the success of our criminal justice reforms, we sought to improve and transform
education in Georgia. I appointed the Education Reform Commission last January and
tasked them with examining our entire education system and reporting back to me and the
General Assembly with bold recommendations as to how we could better prepare our
students for the 21st century.

That report has now been submitted, and I want to thank Dr. Charles Knapp who served
as Chairman of the Commission as well as the other 33 members of the Commission and
their support staff. Please join me in thanking them for their service.

Because of the magnitude of the recommendations contained in the report, some statutory
changes will be necessary to implement them fully. Other recommendations can be
achieved through the budgetary process. As an example, my proposed budget provides
funds to implement a new compensation model for our Pre-K programs in order to retain
lead teachers, increase assistant teacher salaries and maintain classroom quality. The Pre-
K budget recommendation is in excess of $358 million, which includes $26.2 million for
salary increases and an additional $7.9 million for a 3 percent merit pay increase.

As the Education Funding Subcommittee was meeting this past year, I received a letter
from the four legislators on that Committee expressing their desire that the reporting
deadline be extended for one additional year, that is, until August 2016. My letter
response dated June 3, 2015, extended the general reporting deadline to December 18,
2015. It further stated that during the 2016 session of the General Assembly, I wanted
this legislative body to conduct a full review of the Commission’s recommendations.
That is what I ask you to do. My budget next year will include funding to implement my
recommendations and those of the Education Reform Commission. This will provide
ample time to vet the full report. It is important that we get this right. It is also important
that in the meantime, the debate be conducted in good faith and that your
recommendations be based on facts and not rhetoric.
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In order to assist you in your deliberations, I will be creating by Executive Order a
Teacher Advisory Committee similar to the Governor’s Education Advisory Board which
I have had for the past 5 years.

Since I have been governor, my wife and I have visited many schools throughout our
state. We have been impressed with the progress our students are making and by the
dedication of their teachers, principals and staff. Since both of us grew up with parents
who were teachers in the Georgia public school system in different parts of the state, we
know that it takes a special kind of person to be a teacher. As society has changed and
technology has advanced, many of the challenges our teachers face have become more
difficult. As a classroom teacher herself, Sandra was particularly aware of the evolving
demands placed on our teachers.

As we continue to discuss the recommendations of the Education Reform Commission, it
is important for teachers and administrators to know that just because we are examining
ways to more appropriately allocate taxpayer dollars and put in place different models to
achieve better education results, it does not mean that you are not appreciated. Just as a
sailor should not be insulted when someone repairs a leak in his boat and replaces his
oars with a motor, neither should our teachers take offense when we try to do the
metaphorical equivalent for them.

I fully understand that there are many factors that impact test scores and graduation rates,
and many of these are not within the control of our teachers. A good parent that is
dedicated to seeing his or her child succeed in school is the best ally a teacher can have. It
really doesn’t matter what the financial circumstances of those parents might be, if they
insist that their children go to school every day and arrive on time, that they do their
homework and that they not disrupt the classroom, they will be rewarded by the teachers
who welcome the opportunity to work with students who do those things. So, parents, I
know you love your children and want them to succeed in life, so please do those things
and you and your family will be richly rewarded.

Over the past five years, members of this General Assembly and I have shown our
appreciation for our teachers by making public education a priority, and we will do so
again this year by appropriating an additional $300 million for k-12 education, which is
more than is required to give teachers a three percent pay raise.

We will distribute this money to your local school system under the existing QBE
formula, but it is our intention that your local school system pass the three percent pay
raise along to you. If that does not happen, it will make it more difficult next year for the
state to grant local systems more flexibility in the expenditure of state education dollars,
as recommended by the Education Reform Commission.
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We have given local school systems large increases in funding for the past three years
and given them the flexibility to decide how to spend it. Based on a survey by the State
Department of Education, 94 percent of school systems used those funds to reduce or
eliminate furlough days. With the additional funding this year, furloughs should be a
thing of the past and teachers should receive that three percent pay raise.

Now that the federal government has given states greater latitude regarding testing of
students, I call on our State Department of Education and local school systems to
evaluate their testing requirements. If a test is not necessary to advance and tailor
instruction, it should be eliminated. I do not suggest that tests should be abolished simply
because the results might be embarrassing. In fact, it is those tests that pinpoint areas in
need of remediation. But tests that are duplicative and do not enhance educational
achievement should be abolished.

Last year, this General Assembly did just that when it abolished the mandated graduation
exam. It was decided that if students had successfully passed all of the required courses
for graduation, they should not be denied a high school diploma based on one final test.
As a result of that change, thousands of students have been able to enter the workforce,
the military or post-secondary education without the stigma of not having a high school
diploma.

The Education Reform Commission has recommended a student based funding formula
to replace QBE, which is over 30 years old. Instead of spending money based on rigid,
impersonal criteria, they recommend that we move to funding based on the characteristics
of each student. For the first time, poverty will be one of those characteristics to be
considered. They also recommend that school systems have the flexibility to utilize the
talents of their teachers in expanded ways and be able to reward them accordingly.

The Gwinnett County School System, the largest and one of the most diverse systems in
the state, has taken on many of the initiatives recommended by the Education Reform
Commission. Under the leadership of Alvin Wilbanks, system superintendent and CEO,
Gwinnett County is embracing innovation and is developing a teacher compensation
model that rewards effectiveness, promotes flexibility and requires accountability.
Superintendent Wilbanks, thank you for being a pioneer and doing what some are calling
“impossible.” Your example, and that of other great superintendents, administrators and
teachers throughout our State working together, will be invaluable in removing the fear
associated with change.

There will be those who will resist change, preferring to defend the status quo. For after
all, the status quo as embodied in QBE has been in place for the entire tenure of most
teachers in our schools.
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To those who are either inflexible or cynical, I would ask them to consider the words of
former Prime Minister of Great Britain Tony Blair, who made the following observation,
and I quote: “The scope, speed and scale of change demands that we educate students for
a future vastly different from our past.”

The education of Georgia’s children is too important to be held hostage to a status quo
that may feel comfortable to certain adults but is a disservice to our students. The method
whereby we educate our children must be as modern and adaptive to the changes in the
world as our cell phones, our computers, our televisions and our automobiles. If it is not,
our children will stumble and fall when they step onto the escalator of life outside the
schoolhouse door.

Last year, this General Assembly took a major step in that direction by voting to put the
Opportunity School District Constitutional Amendment on the ballot this November.
Currently, there are approximately 74,000 students who are required to attend chronically
failing schools, that is, schools that for three consecutive years have failed to achieve a
score above a D or an F on our standard evaluation system. To put that number in
perspective, that is about the same number of students currently enrolled at the University
of Georgia, Georgia Tech and the University of North Georgia combined. I believe that in
November, the voters of our state will help us trim our sails in order to overcome this
vicious wind of chronic failure.

There are other items in my proposed budget that I wish to call to your attention, and I
will do so quickly.

As you know our mandatory entitlement spending continues to grow through no fault of
our own. Although we have seen our revenue grow, we have also seen mandated
expenditures grow in the areas of health care and education, taking up ever larger
segments of our overall annual budgets. In fact, the discretionary portion of the budget,
which is now roughly 17 percent, continues to shrink.

Rising health care costs continue to be a major factor. Consider our State Health Benefit
Plan. The state currently contributes $842 million for health care coverage for state
employees while also paying over $1 billion for the employer share of health insurance
for teachers in FY2015.

On top of that, we must also fund the state’s Medicaid program and its growing rolls. The
cost of this program has grown from $2.6 billion in FY2013 to $3.1 billion in FY2017, an
increase of 15.7 percent. Medicaid and PeachCare spending per Georgia family amounts
to $1,258 per annum. And when federal and other costs are added to this number, it
amounts to at least $4,365 each year. And that’s without expansion. Had we elected to
expand Medicaid, it would have required us to include approximately $209 million in this
upcoming year’s budget alone to cover the added cost. That number would only continue
to grow exponentially.
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Those numbers don’t even account for the reporting requirements levied by the
Affordable Care Act on the state. To demonstrate our compliance with the mandates of
the law, we must devote $2.1 million in FY2017 budget just to turn in the paper work.
When you combine the cost of federal dollars to that total, it is $4.4 million. In other
words, this is just what it costs to tell the IRS that everyone in our State Health Benefit
Plan and Medicaid program is covered. I can assure you that those funds could have been
put to better use than on bureaucratic paperwork.

If we want to talk about something we could throw overboard, there’s a good place to
start.

Once we have met our mandatory budget requirements, we must ensure that our crew is
appropriately provided for, and so we have prioritized rewarding state employees for
their hard work. Just as we are budgeting for a three percent pay raise for teachers, we are
also including a three percent pay raise for all other state employees. Many of them have
worked very hard as the Great Recession required the state to significantly cut the
budgets of the agencies for which they work. In addition, they are seeing the number of
fellow workers drop. There are four agencies that had over a 20 percent annual turnover
rate, with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities losing
almost one third of their employees last year. System wide, the turnover rate last year was
18.4 percent. For those agencies with the highest turnover rate, the budget allocates
additional funds to be used to raise pay scales in addition to the overall three percent
increase.

One of the highlights of last year’s legislative session was the passage of House Bill 170.
Yesterday, many of you attended a roll out of the most comprehensive plans for
sustainable infrastructure improvement in the history of our state. That would not have
been possible without the support of those who voted for H.B. 170. Over the next 18
months, approximately 60 percent of the user fees from H.B. 170 will be used to repair
and maintain our existing infrastructure. The remaining 40 percent will be used for new
infrastructure investments.

Last year, I told you that with the revenue that was available at that time, a road that was
paved when you graduated from high school would not be paved again until you were
eligible for Social Security. With the new user fees generated, we have brought that
frequency down to every 12 to 15 years, with regular maintenance in between. In other
words, if your road is paved the same year you graduate from high school, it will be
paved at least three times before you are eligible for Social Security and will further
benefit from maintenance in the interim.

Another important agency of State Government that is often overlooked is the Georgia
National Guard. In addition to being recognized as the nation’s No. 1 Army Guard unit in
2013, more than 18,000 of our guardsmen and women have been deployed since 9/11,
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some 964 of them last year alone. They serve our state both at home and abroad with
distinction, and they deserve our unfailing gratitude for their valor.

Although the vicious winds of the Great Recession have battered our Ship of State over
the past five years, those winds have almost subsided and are now blowing in the right
direction. To the members of this General Assembly, thank you for helping me trim our
sails without a mutiny. And to the state employees and teachers, thank you for your
labors as you “battened down the hatches” and kept us afloat. To our fellow citizens,
thank you for your patience, your support and your hard work as we battled the storms
together.

Now we are ready to unfurl our sails and set forth on the Ocean of Opportunity that lies
before us as we lead the way for others to follow, with No. 1 proudly emblazoned on our
mast.

To the members of the General Assembly, may God grant you wisdom as you deliberate
during this legislative session, and may He continue to bless our great State of Georgia."

The Majority Leader of the House of Representatives, Representative Jon Burns of the
159th, moved that the Joint Session be hereby dissolved.

The motion prevailed, and the Speaker of the House announced the Joint Session
dissolved.

Pursuant to the provisions of a previously adopted motion, the Senate stood adjourned
until 11:00 a.m. Thursday, January 14, 2016.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Thursday, January 14, 2016
Fourth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 11:00 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 269. By Senators Stone of the 23rd, Heath of the 31st, Thompson of the 14th, Ligon,
Jr. of the 3rd, Martin of the 9th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 36-80-23 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the prohibition on immigration
sanctuary policies by local governmental entities, so as to require local
governing bodies to provide certain entities with a certification of compliance
with such Code section as a condition of funding; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

Senator Bethel of the 54th asked unanimous consent that Senator Millar of the 40th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Millar was excused.

Senator Harper of the 7th asked unanimous consent that Senator Hill of the 6th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Hill was excused.

Senator Kennedy of the 18th asked unanimous consent that Senators Jeffares of the 17th
and Hill of the 32nd be excused. The consent was granted, and Senators Jeffares and Hill
were excused.

Senator Seay of the 34th asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

Senator Stone of the 23rd asked unanimous consent that Senator Jones of the 25th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Jones was excused.
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The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Heath Miller
Beach Henson Mullis
Bethel Hill, Jack Rhett

Black Hufstetler Seay

Burke Jackson, B Shafer
Butler Jackson, L Sims
Cowsert James Stone

Crane Jones, E Tate
Davenport Jones, H Thompson, B
Dugan Kennedy Tippins

Fort Kirk Unterman
Ginn Ligon VanNess
Gooch Lucas Watson
Harbin Martin Wilkinson
Harbison McKoon Williams, M
Harper

Not answering were Senators:

Hill, H. (Excused) Hill, Judson (Excused) Jeffares (Excused)
Jones, B. (Excused) Millar (Excused) Orrock (Excused)
Parent Thompson, C. Walker 111
Williams, T.

The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators: Parent of the 42nd Jones of the 25th Hill of the 32nd
Walker of the 20th

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Tate of the 38th introduced the chaplain of the day, Reverend Dr. Andrew L.
Stephens, Jr. of Atlanta, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

The President gave remarks in honor of former Senator Mike Egan of Atlanta who
recently passed away.

Senator Ginn of the 47th recognized the Georgia Forestry Commission, commended by
SR 695, SR 696, and SR 697. Director Robert Farris addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Tippins of the 37th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. James M. Tallman.
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The President recognized U.S. Representative Lynn Westmoreland who addressed the
Senate briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 689.

SR 690.

SR 691.

SR 692.

SR 693.

SR 694.

SR 695.

By Senator Sims of the 12th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 3, 2016, as Albany-Dougherty County
Day at the capitol and commending the Albany Area Chamber of Commerce;
and for other purposes.

By Senator Sims of the 12th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Reverend Dr. Willie Ross, Jr.,
on the occasion of his 20th pastoral anniversary; and for other purposes.

By Senator Black of the 8th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 3, 2016, as 4-H Day at the state
capitol; commending Mr. Ben Lord, Mr. Arch D. Smith, and the 2015-2016 4-
H Leadership Team; and for other purposes.

By Senator Black of the 8th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Council of Probate Court Judges of
Georgia; and for other purposes.

By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Dugan of the 30th, Hill of the 6th, Thompson of
the 14th, Tippins of the 37th and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Lance Corporal Skip
Wells; and for other purposes.

By Senator Williams of the 19th:

A RESOLUTION commending the Georgia Transportation Alliance; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Ginn of the 47th, Sims of the 12th, Hill of the 4th, Tippins of the
37th, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the Clayton-Pike-Lamar-
Upson-Spalding Forestry Unit on being named the Georgia Forestry
Commission 2015 Northern Unit of the Year; and for other purposes.
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SR 696. By Senators Ginn of the 47th, Sims of the 12th, Hill of the 4th, Tippins of the
37th, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the Satilla District on being
named the Georgia Forestry Commission 2015 District of the Year; and for
other purposes.

SR 697. By Senators Ginn of the 47th, Sims of the 12th, Tippins of the 37th, Hill of the
4th, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the Appling County Forestry
Unit on being named the Georgia Forestry Commission 2015 Southern Unit of

the Year; and for other purposes.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 9:00 a.m. Friday,
January 15, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Friday, January 15, 2016
Fifth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 9:00 a.m. today and was called to order by the
President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

Senator Williams of the 19th asked unanimous consent that the call of the roll be
dispensed with. The consent was granted, and the roll call was dispensed with.

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator VanNess of the 43rd introduced the chaplain of the day, Reverend Billie Boyd
Cox of Conyers, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Wilkinson of the 50th recognized Georgia's Agriculture Commissioner Gary
Black who presented the Agriculture Day Trophy to the Senate.

Senator Butler of the 55th recognized the leading Nigerian delegation. Chief Johnbull O.
Ejovi addressed the Senate briefly.

The President introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Kelly M. DeGraffenreid.
The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 698. By Senators Martin of the 9th, Unterman of the 45th, Millar of the 40th, Shafer
of the 48th, Butler of the 55th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending the Brookwood High School Marching Band
on their upcoming appearance in the 2017 New Year's Day Parade in London;
and for other purposes.
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By Senators Martin of the 9th, Unterman of the 45th, Millar of the 40th, Shafer
of the 48th, Butler of the 55th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Cindy Quinlan, the Association for Career and

Technical Education's 2015 National Teacher of the Year; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Burke of the 11th, Bethel of the 54th, Watson of the Ist,
Unterman of the 45th, Hill of the 4th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending the Georgia Rural Health Association and

recognizing March 1, 2016, as Rural Health Day at the state capitol; and for
other purposes.

By Senator Shafer of the 48th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of June Rowland Flood; and
for other purposes.

By Senator Shafer of the 48th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Mrs. Betty Rowland
Voyles; and for other purposes.

By Senator Shafer of the 48th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Sara Davis Breedlove
Verner; and for other purposes.

By Senators Miller of the 49th, Williams of the 27th, Wilkinson of the 50th
and Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Mr. Charles Richard
Clausen; and for other purposes.

By Senators Parent of the 42nd, Butler of the 55th, Unterman of the 45th, Seay
of the 34th, Davenport of the 44th and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring Girl Scouts on the occasion of its 100th
anniversary; and for other purposes.
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SR 706. By Senators Fort of the 39th and Tate of the 38th:

A RESOLUTION commending Atlanta Metropolitan State College and
recognizing January 22, 2016, as Atlanta Metropolitan State College Day at
the capitol; and for other purposes.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate stand adjourned pursuant to SR 678
until 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, January 20, 2016; the motion prevailed, and at 10:01 a.m.
the President announced the Senate adjourned.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Wednesday, January 20, 2016
Sixth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:20 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 270.

By Senators Martin of the 9th, Hill of the 32nd, Harper of the 7th, Unterman of
the 45th, Mullis of the 53rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 3 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of
Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to carrying and
possession of firearms, so as to authorize persons who are qualified retired law
enforcement officers to carry a handgun anywhere within this state; to provide
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SB 271.

By Senators Burke of the 11th, Kirk of the 13th and Watson of the Ist:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 3 of Title 37 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to examination and treatment for mental
illness, so as to provide for reasonable standards for providing patients and
their representatives notice of their rights upon each such patient's admission to
an emergency receiving facility; to provide for procedure for continued
involuntary hospitalization of a mentally ill patient when a discharge has been
planned and is deemed unsafe; to change the time frame for certain notices
related to the procedure for continued involuntary hospitalization; to provide
for a reasonable standard for diligent efforts to secure the names of a mental
patient's representatives; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.
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By Senators Crane of the 28th, Heath of the 31st, McKoon of the 29th, Harbin
of the 16th, Albers of the 56th and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of
Georgia so as to prohibit a candidate for public office from being designated on
a ballot as the incumbent unless such person has been elected, qualified, and
served a full term for such office; to provide for an effective date; to provide
for submission of this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 716.

By Senators Crane of the 28th, Heath of the 31st, McKoon of the 29th, Harbin
of the 16th and Albers of the 56th:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of
Georgia so as to prohibit the General Assembly from adopting a conference
committee report, bill, or resolution unless such report, bill, or resolution has
been publicly available for a certain number of hours; to provide for the
submission of this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 717.

By Senators Crane of the 28th, Heath of the 31st, McKoon of the 29th, Harbin
of the 16th and Albers of the 56th:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of
Georgia so as to prohibit a member of the General Assembly from being
elected or appointed by the General Assembly or appointed by the Governor to
a paid position within two years of serving his or her last day in the General
Assembly; to provide for related matters; to provide for the submission of this
amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 719.

By Senator James of the 35th:

A RESOLUTION encouraging local boards of education, nonpublic
elementary and secondary schools, governing bodies of charter schools, and
public recreation facilities to guarantee certain safety rights to youth athletes in
sport competition; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.
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The following Senators were excused for business outside the Senate Chamber:

Harbison of the 15th

Parent of the 42nd

Senator Burke of the 11th asked unanimous consent that Senator Harper of the 7th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Harper was excused.

Senator Burke of the 11th asked unanimous consent that Senator Hill of the 6th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Hill was excused.

Senator Tippins of the 37th asked unanimous consent that Senator Millar of the 40th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Millar was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hufstetler Orrock
Beach Jackson, B Rhett

Bethel Jackson, L Seay

Black James Shafer

Burke Jeffares Sims

Butler Jones, B Stone
Cowsert Jones, E Tate

Crane Jones, H Thompson, B
Davenport Kennedy Tippins
Dugan Kirk Unterman
Ginn Ligon VanNess
Harbin Lucas Walker
Heath Martin Wilkinson
Henson McKoon Williams, M
Hill, Jack Mullis Williams, T
Hill, Judson

Not answering were Senators:

Fort Gooch Harbison (Excused)
Harper (Excused) Hill, H. (Excused) Millar (Excused)
Miller Parent (Excused) Thompson, C.
Watson

The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators:  Watson of the 1st Miller of the 49th
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The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

The President introduced the chaplain of the day, Senator Greg Kirk of Americus,
Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

The following resolution was read and adopted:
SR 708. By Senators Millar of the 40th, Sims of the 12th and Rhett of the 33rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing January 20, 2016, as Together Georgia Day at
the state capitol; and for other purposes.

Senator Millar of the 40th recognized Together Georgia and President John Blend who
addressed the Senate briefly.

The President introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Mark Newton.
The following resolutions were read and adopted:
SR 707. By Senator Albers of the 56th:
A RESOLUTION commending John S. Harvey, M.D.; and for other purposes.

SR 709. By Senators Lucas of the 26th, Ginn of the 47th, Henson of the 41st,
Thompson of the 5th, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A RESOLUTION commending the Georgia Science Teachers Association and
recognizing February 15, 2016, as Science Day at the state capitol; and for
other purposes.

SR 710. By Senator Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 3 as Thiokol Plant Remembrance Day
and honoring the 29 victims of the Thiokol Plant explosion; and for other
purposes.

SR 711. By Senators Beach of the 21st, Mullis of the 53rd, Millar of the 40th, Miller of
the 49th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mr. A. Paul Wood upon the
grand occasion of his retirement; and for other purposes.
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By Senators Beach of the 21st, Mullis of the 53rd, Millar of the 40th, Miller of
the 49th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing March 16, 2016, as Council for Quality Growth
Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Mullis of the 53rd, Millar of the 40th, Miller of
the 49th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the month of November as Epilepsy Awareness
Month; and for other purposes.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Mullis of the 53rd, Millar of the 40th, Miller of
the 49th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing April, 2016, as Parkinson's Disease Awareness
Month; and for other purposes.

By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION honoring Mr. Matthew Crownover; and for other purposes.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Thursday,
January 21, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Thursday, January 21, 2016
Seventh Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:07 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 272. By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Millar of the 40th, Williams of the 27th, Hill
of the 32nd, Williams of the 19th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., relating to
local government, so as to provide for a short title; to revise other provisions of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated so as to provide for conformity; to
provide for related matters; to provide for a contingent effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SB 273. By Senators Burke of the 11th, Jones of the 25th, Jeffares of the 17th and
VanNess of the 43rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 31-22-1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to clinical
laboratories, so as to provide that certain nondiagnostic laboratories are not
subject to state licensure as a clinical laboratory; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.
SB 274. By Senators Albers of the 56th and Beach of the 21st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to repeal an Act entitled "An Act to repeal an Act
entitled 'An Act to provide for a budget in all counties in this State having a
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population of two hundred thousand or more by the United States census of
1930, or by any future census; to define the word 'authorities' as used herein;
for the publication of the proposed budget, the adoption of the budget and
publication of the final budget as adopted... and for other purposes' approved
March 16, 1939, appearing in Georgia Laws 1939, pp. 272-276, and all Acts
amendatory thereto; and for other purposes," approved March 2, 1953 (Ga. L.
1953, p. 2815), and all Acts amendatory thereto; to provide for the nonrevival
of a previously repealed Act; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SB 275.

By Senators Williams of the 27th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Burke of the 11th,
Gooch of the 51st, Martin of the 9th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 80 of Title 36 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding counties,
municipal corporations, and other governmental entities, so as to provide that
the governing body of any county, consolidated government, or municipality;
local board of education; or any other governmental entity shall not adopt or
maintain any policy, rule, or other provision that has the effect of preventing
the free exercise of the right of freedom of speech by the members of the
governing body and the ability of members of the governing body to discuss
freely the policies and actions of such entity; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Ethics.

SB 276.

By Senators Albers of the 56th, Beach of the 21st, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd,
Thompson of the 14th, McKoon of the 29th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 34 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to identity theft, so as to enact
the "Georgia Personal Data Security Act"; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Science and Technology.

SB 277.

By Senators Albers of the 56th, Bethel of the 54th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Shafer
of the 48th, Millar of the 40th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 34 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions relative to labor and
industrial relations, so as to provide that neither a franchisee nor a franchisee's
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employee shall be deemed to be an employee of the franchisor for any purpose;
to provide for a short title; to provide for an effective date; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SR 722. By Senators James of the 35th, Butler of the 55th, Sims of the 12th, Lucas of
the 26th, Jones II of the 22nd and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Joint Study Committee on Mental Illness
Initiative, Reform, Public Health, and Safety; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SR 723. By Senators James of the 35th, Butler of the 55th, Sims of the 12th, Jones II of
the 22nd, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A RESOLUTION encouraging local boards of education, nonpublic
elementary and secondary schools, governing bodies of charter schools, and
public recreation facilities to guarantee certain safety rights to youth athletes in
sport competition; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SR 724. By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Williams of the 27th, Millar of the 40th, Hill
of the 32nd, Williams of the 19th and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to provide
that the General Assembly may provide by law for the creation of townships
for the limited purposes of exercising the power of zoning and the regulation of
land use and development within the boundaries of such townships and provide
for the funding and operation of such townships; to provide for the submission
of this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SR 725. By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Hill of the 6th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Albers of the
56th, McKoon of the 29th and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to provide
that public funds associated with any retirement or pension system wholly or
partially supported from public funds shall not invest in a foreign state that
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sponsors terrorism or entities engaged in certain for-profit activities with such a
foreign state; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Retirement.

SR 726. By Senators Mullis of the 53rd and Hufstetler of the 52nd:
A RESOLUTION honoring Major General William "Bill" K. Gayler and
Brigadier General John "Pete" P. Johnson and dedicating a road in their honor;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.

SR 730. By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Watson of the 1st and Jackson of the 2nd:
A RESOLUTION encouraging the Coastal Regional Commission and other
entities to support implementation of the Coastal Georgia Greenway; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and the Environment.

Senator Harbison of the 15th asked unanimous consent that Senator Lucas of the 26th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Lucas was excused.

Senator Martin of the 9th asked unanimous consent that Senator Black of the 8th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Black was excused.

Senator Parent of the 42nd asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Mullis

Beach Hill, Judson Parent

Bethel Hufstetler Rhett

Burke Jackson, B Seay

Butler Jackson, L Shafer
Cowsert James Sims

Crane Jeffares Stone
Davenport Jones, B Tate

Dugan Jones, E Thompson, B
Fort Jones, H Tippins

Ginn Kennedy Unterman
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Gooch Kirk VanNess
Harbin Ligon Walker
Harbison Martin Watson
Harper McKoon Wilkinson
Heath Millar Williams, M
Henson Miller Williams, T
Hill, H

Not answering were Senators:

Black (Excused) Lucas (Excused) Orrock (Excused)
Thompson, C.

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Rhett of the 33rd introduced the chaplain of the day, Senior Pastor John C.
Woods of Marietta, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:
SR 720. By Senator Stone of the 23rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 11, 2016, as Augusta University Day
at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

SR 721. By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Georgia State University's
Legislative Health Policy Certificate Program and Advanced Health Policy
Institute and its instructors; and for other purposes.

SR 727. By Senator Gooch of the 51st:
A RESOLUTION recognizing Leadership Dawson; and for other purposes.

SR 728. By Senators Gooch of the 51st, Miller of the 49th, Williams of the 27th,
Cowsert of the 46th, Beach of the 21st and others:

A RESOLUTION commending the University of North Georgia softball team;
and for other purposes.
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By Senators Orrock of the 36th, Jones of the 10th, Tate of the 38th, Butler of
the 55th, Seay of the 34th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity, Inc., and
recognizing January 28, 2016, as Lambda Day at the state capitol; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Tippins of the 37th, Sims of the 12th and
Ginn of the 47th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February as Career and Technical Education
Month and February 17, 2016, as Georgia Career and Technical Student
Organizations Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Tippins of the 37th, Miller of the 49th and
Burke of the 11th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the week of February 1-5, 2016, as National
School Counseling Week; and for other purposes.

By Senator Heath of the 31st:

A RESOLUTION commending Mr. James 1. Casey for 50 years of leadership
as the President of the Polk County Farm Bureau; and for other purposes.

By Senator Wilkinson of the 50th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mr. Edward C. Gambrell on
the occasion of his retirement; and for other purposes;

Senator Millar of the 40th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Daniel H. Cohen.

Senator Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Friday,
January 22, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 10:29 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Friday, January 22, 2016
Eighth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:12 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 251. By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 48-9-3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the levy of an excise tax on motor
fuels, so as to exempt school buses from such levy; to provide for related
matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SB 252. By Senators McKoon of the 29th and Crane of the 28th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to repeal Code Section 48-13-50.3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to an excise tax on hotel and motel room
rentals, so as to repeal such provision; to provide for an effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.
SB 253. By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 48-9-3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the levy of an excise tax on motor
fuels, so as to exempt school systems, counties, and municipalities from such
levy; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.
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By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Stone of the 23rd and VanNess of the 43rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 16-6-13 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to penalties for violating Code Sections
16-6-9 through 16-6-12, so as to increase the penalty provisions relating to
pimping and pandering; to amend Code Section 42-1-12 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to the State Sexual Offender Registry, so as to
require registration on the State Sexual Offender Registry when an individual
1s convicted for the third time for pandering; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 279.

By Senators Harper of the 7th, Albers of the 56th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Dugan
of the 30th, Williams of the 27th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 8 of Title 35 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to employment and training of peace
officers, so as to include the commissioner of juvenile justice and the
commissioner of natural resources as voting members of the Georgia Peace
Officer Standards and Training Council; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SB 280.

By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Hill of the 6th, Gooch of the 51st, Thompson of
the 14th, Albers of the 56th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to provide for the revision of
personal income tax rates; to eliminate itemized adjustments to Georgia taxable
net income except for limited mortgage deductions, charitable contributions,
and medical expenses; to increase the personal exemption from state income
tax; to repeal the corporate net worth tax; to provide that this Act shall not
abate or affect prosecutions, punishments, penalties, administrative
proceedings or remedies, or civil actions related to certain violations; to
provide for a short title; to provide for related matters; to provide for an
effective date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Special Joint Committee on Revenue Structure.
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SB 281.
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By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Hill of the 32nd, Harbin of the 16th,
Williams of the 27th, Albers of the 56th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 19 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to instructional materials and
content in elementary and secondary education, so as to require schools to
provide certain information to students and parents prior to using any digital-
learning platform; to provide for definitions; to provide for destruction of
student data collected through a digital-learning platform; to provide the
opportunity to opt out; to provide for legislative findings; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 282.

By Senators Stone of the 23rd, Tippins of the 37th, Unterman of the 45th,
Mullis of the 53rd, Burke of the 11th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 15 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to deceptive or unfair
practices, so as to prohibit the discriminatory refusal to provide credit or
financial services to those persons engaged in the lawful commerce of firearms
or ammunition products; to provide for a short title; to provide definitions; to
provide for civil causes of action; to provide for action by the Attorney
General; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Financial Institutions.

SB 283.

By Senators Kennedy of the 18th, Jones of the 25th, Miller of the 49th, Stone
of the 23rd, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 8 of Title 45 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to accounting for public funds, so as to
provide for multibank pooling of depositories for the acceptance of deposits of
public funds from public bodies; to provide for definitions, procedures,
conditions, and limitations on the establishment of such pools; to provide for
multiple effective dates; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Financial Institutions.
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By Senators Kirk of the 13th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Stone of the 23rd, Mullis of
the 53rd, Hill of the 32nd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to state government, so as to prohibit discriminatory action
against a person who believes, speaks, or acts in accordance with a sincerely
held religious belief or moral conviction that marriage is or should be
recognized as the union of one man and one woman or that sexual relations are
properly reserved to such marriage; to provide for definitions; to provide for
the granting of relief; to provide for construction and application; to provide for
waiver of sovereign immunity under certain circumstances; to provide for a
short title; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 675.

By Senators McKoon of the 29th, Gooch of the 51st, Crane of the 28th, Ginn
of the 47th, Harbin of the 16th and others:

A RESOLUTION Proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to declare
English as the official language of the State of Georgia; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

SR 736.

By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Albers of the 56th, Martin of the 9th, Harper of
the 7th, Jones of the 25th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Work and Save Study Committee; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Retirement.

SR 756.

By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Hill of the 6th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Williams of
the 27th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to provide
for prioritized funding requirements regarding certain appropriations Acts; to
provide for procedures, conditions, and limitations; to provide for the authority
of the General Assembly with respect to the foregoing; to provide for the
submission of this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Appropriations.
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Senator Hufstetler of the 52nd was excused for business outside the Senate Chamber.
Senator Millar of the 40th asked unanimous consent that Senators Tippins of the 37th and
Albers of the 56th be excused. The consent was granted, and Senators Tippins and

Albers were excused.

Senator Martin of the 9th asked unanimous consent that Senator Burke of the 11th be
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excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Burke was excused.

Senator Stone of the 23rd asked unanimous consent that Senator Jones of the 25th be

excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Jones was excused.

Senator Kennedy of the 18th asked unanimous consent that Senator Jeffares of the 17th

be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Jeffares was excused.

Senator Parent of the 42nd asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be

excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Beach
Bethel
Black
Butler
Cowsert
Crane
Davenport
Dugan
Fort
Ginn
Harbin
Harbison
Harper
Heath
Henson
Hill, H

Not answering were Senators:

Albers (Excused)

Hufstetler (Excused)

Orrock (Excused)

Hill, Jack
Hill, Judson
Jackson, B
Jackson, L
James
Jones, E
Jones, H
Kennedy
Kirk
Ligon
Lucas
Martin
McKoon
Millar
Miller
Mullis

Burke (Excused)
Jeffares (Excused)
Tippins (Excused)

Parent

Rhett

Seay

Shafer

Sims

Stone

Tate
Thompson, B
Thompson, C
Unterman
VanNess
Walker
Watson
Wilkinson
Williams, M
Williams, T

Gooch
Jones, B. (Excused)
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The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators: ~ Gooch of the 51st Tippins of the 37th

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd introduced the chaplain of the day, Pastor David Cordell of
Chickamauga, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Beach of the 21st introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. John T. Wright.

Senators Fort of the 39th and Orrock of the 36th recognized Atlanta Metropolitan State
College and declared January 22, 2016, as Atlanta Metropolitan State College Day at the
capitol, commended by SR 706, adopted previously. President Dr. Gary A. McGaha
addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator James of the 35th recognized Ambassador Geoffrey Teneilabe, commended by
SR 553, adopted previously. Ambassador Geoffrey Teneilabe addressed the Senate
briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 735. By Senators Ginn of the 47th, Jackson of the 2nd, Orrock of the 36th,
Wilkinson of the 50th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mrs. Kathy Ash; and for other
purposes.

SR 737. By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Police Corporal Bruce
Robinson on the occasion of his retirement; and for other purposes.

SR 738. By Senators Harbison of the 15th and McKoon of the 29th:
A RESOLUTION commending Coach Dell McGee; and for other purposes.
SR 739. By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION commending Reverend Justin E. Garner, Jr.; and for other
purposes.



92

SR 740.

SR 741.

SR 742.

SR 743.

SR 744.

SR 745.

SR 746.

SR 747.
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By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Michael Henry Murphy; and
for other purposes.

By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Mr. Robert Thomas
Taylor; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jeffares of the 17th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mrs. Frances Ward; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Hill of the 6th, Hill of the 32nd, Dugan of the 30th and Wilkinson
of the 50th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing that dyslexia has a profound impact on
education and all aspects of life; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Dawn J. Parrish, West Chatham Middle
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Leona Gerido, Southwest Middle School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Eric Turner, Oglethorpe Academy's 2015-
2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Gabriel Woods, Myers Middle School's 2015-
2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending John Haskew, Mercer Middle School's 2015-
2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Magen K. Peigelbeck, Isle of Hope K-8
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Willie Andrew Haynes, Jr., Hubert Middle
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Polly Way, Hesse K-8 School's 2015-2016
Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Suzanne Clements, Godley Station K-8
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Shawna Farley, Georgetown K-8 School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Penny Price-Matthews, Garrison K-8 School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Krista Harris, Garrison K-8 School's 2015-
2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Carol S. Nathan, Ellis K-8 School's 2015-2016
Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Salacthia Coast, East Broad K-8 School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Eleanor Kent, DeRenne Middle School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Wanda Hopkins, DeRenne Middle School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Faria Singleton, Coastal Middle School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending April Harvey, STEM Academy at Bartlett
Middle School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Kayoko Spivey, Windsor Forest Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Patrick LaPollo, STEM Academy at Bartlett
Middle School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Holly Pittman Vaughn, White Bluff
Elementary School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Floyd Epperly, West Chatham Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending George (Tommy) Gibbs, West Chatham
Elementary School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Edna Mason, Thunderbolt Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending LaTonya Judson, Thunderbolt Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Tia Nicholson, Spencer Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Stephania Ann Richmond, Southwest
Elementary School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Nancy C. Neff, Shuman Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Kimberly L. Edwards, Pulaski Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Thomas Dennard, Port Wentworth Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Kimberly Garcia Bennett, Pooler Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Sue Burdette, May Howard Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Debbie Burnsed Looye, May Howard
Elementary School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Christel Cunningham, Marshpoint Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Patrice D. White, Low Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Elizabeth Pistorio, Largo-Tibet Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Sara Maier, J.G. Smith Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Bill Garrison, Heard Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Bynikini Frazier, Hodge Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Kimbra S. Moore, Haven Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Jessica Smith-Eddy, Gould Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Jennifer Lino, Garden City FElementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Susann Valenzuela, Gadsden Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Carol Fluellen, Brock Elementary School's
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Catherine D. Cummings, Bloomingdale
Elementary School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Vanessa Hudson-Newbill, Butler Elementary
School's 2015-2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION commending Avis Myles, Low Elementary School's 2015-
2016 Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senators VanNess of the 43rd, Rhett of the 33rd, Jones of the 25th, Jeffares
of the 17th, Wilkinson of the 50th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Georgia State Trooper First
Class Nathan Bradley, Georgia State Patrol Corporal Richard Thacker, and
Morgan County Sheriff Robert Markley; and for other purposes.
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The following message was received from the House through Mr. Reilly, the Clerk
thereof:

Mr. President:

The House has adopted by the requisite constitutional majority the following Resolution
of the House:

HR 1114. By Representative Burns of the 159th:

A RESOLUTION relative to meetings and adjournments of the General
Assembly; and for other purposes.

The following resolution was read and put upon its adoption:
HR 1114. By Representative Burns of the 159th:
A RESOLUTION

Relative to meetings and adjournments of the General Assembly; and for other purposes.

PART I
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA that, except as
otherwise provided by this resolution or by subsequent resolution of the General
Assembly, meetings of the 2016 regular session of the General Assembly during the

period of Tuesday, February 2, 2016, through Thursday, March 24, 2016, shall be held in
accordance with the following schedule:

Tuesday, February 2 ......................... convene for legislative day 14
Wednesday, February 3 ...................... convene for legislative day 15
Thursday, February 4 . ....... ... ... ... ..... convene for legislative day 16
Monday, February 8 . . .......... ... ... ... .... convene for legislative day 17
Tuesday, February 9 ....... .. ... .. ... .... convene for legislative day 18
Wednesday, February 10..................... convene for legislative day 19
Thursday, February 11....................... convene for legislative day 20
Tuesday, February 16 .. ...................... convene for legislative day 21
Wednesday, February 17 ..................... convene for legislative day 22
Thursday, February 18 . ...................... convene for legislative day 23

Friday, February 19........ ... .. .. ... ... convene for legislative day 24
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Monday, February 22 . ....................... convene for legislative day 25
Tuesday, February 23 ... ..................... convene for legislative day 26
Wednesday, February 24 . .................... convene for legislative day 27
Thursday, February 25 . ...................... convene for legislative day 28
Friday, February 26 ... ...... ... ... ... ...... convene for legislative day 29
Monday, February 29 . ...... ... ... ... ... .... convene for legislative day 30
Wednesday, March2 . ....................... convene for legislative day 31
Monday, March 7 .......... .. ... ... ... .... convene for legislative day 32
Tuesday,March 8 . ........ ... ... .. ........ convene for legislative day 33
Thursday, March 10 . ........................ convene for legislative day 34
Friday, March 11 ........ .. ... ... ... ..... convene for legislative day 35
Monday, March 14 .. ........................ convene for legislative day 36
Tuesday,March 15 . ....... .. ... ... ... .... convene for legislative day 37
Wednesday, March 16 ....................... convene for legislative day 38
Tuesday, March22 ............ ... ... ....... convene for legislative day 39
Thursday, March24 ......................... convene for legislative day 40

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the meetings of the General Assembly shall be held
as prescribed in Code Section 28-1-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, except
as otherwise provided by this resolution. As authorized by said Code section, the hours
for convening and adjourning the House of Representatives for each legislative day may
be as ordered by the House; and the hours for convening and adjourning the Senate for
each legislative day may be as ordered by the Senate. Each house, upon its own
adjournment for a legislative day, shall remain in a period of adjournment until it
convenes for the next legislative day.

PART II

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that whenever, due to an emergency or disaster, resulting
from manmade or natural causes or enemy attack, it becomes imprudent, inexpedient, or
impossible to conduct the affairs of the General Assembly at the State Capitol in Atlanta,
Fulton County, and the Governor has by proclamation declared an emergency temporary
location or locations for the seat of government in accordance with Code Section 38-3-
52, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate may, by
joint agreement, order the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings provided by this
resolution and provide for reconvening the House and the Senate at such temporary
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location or locations in accordance with Code Sections 38-3-52 and 38-3-53 on such date
and at such time as they deem practical.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that whenever, due to an emergency or disaster, resulting
from manmade or natural causes or enemy attack, it becomes imprudent, inexpedient, or
impossible to conduct the affairs of the General Assembly at the State Capitol in Atlanta,
Fulton County, but the Governor has not by proclamation declared an emergency
temporary location or locations for the seat of government in accordance with the above,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate may, by joint
agreement, order the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings provided by this
resolution and provide for reconvening the House and the Senate at the State Capitol in
Atlanta, Fulton County, on such date and at such time as they deem practical.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in any case of emergency or disaster resulting in the
discontinuation of the schedule for meetings as authorized by this resolution, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate shall provide for prompt
notice of the same to all members of the House of Representatives and all members of the
Senate, respectively, by such means as such officers deem practical and efficient; and
each house shall be and remain in adjournment until convening for the next legislative
day on the date certain jointly specified by such officers. Following such reconvening,
the General Assembly may provide by joint resolution for a new schedule for meetings
and adjournments.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as to any case of emergency or disaster resulting in
the discontinuation of the schedule for meetings as authorized by this resolution, the
adoption of this resolution by the General Assembly shall constitute the consent of both
the House of Representatives and the Senate for purposes of Article III, Section IV,
Paragraph I(b) of the Constitution.

On the adoption of the resolution, there was no objection, and the resolution was adopted.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th asked unanimous consent to suspend Senate Rule 3-1.2(a)
and allow the Secretary of the Senate to accept new legislation until 1:00 p.m. today due
to approaching inclement weather. There was no objection and the consent was granted.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate stand adjourned pursuant to SR 678
until 10:00 a.m. Monday, January 25, 2016; the motion prevailed, and at 11:13 a.m. the
President announced the Senate adjourned.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Monday, January 25, 2016
Ninth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:09 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 285.

By Senators Jones of the 10th, Henson of the 41st and James of the 35th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 6 of Title 17 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions relative to
bonds and recognizances, so as to prohibit the operation of a motor vehicle as a
condition of bail for the offense of homicide by vehicle; to amend Article 2 of
Chapter 3 of Title 35 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the
Georgia Crime Information Center, so as to provide for the receipt, storage,
and dissemination of information regarding prohibition on operation of a motor
vehicle as a condition of bail by the center; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 286.

By Senator Williams of the 19th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 33-8-8.3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the use of insurance premium tax
proceeds by county governing authorities, so as to revise and clarify provisions
regarding the funding of services to inhabitants of the unincorporated areas of
counties; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.
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By Senators James of the 35th and Rhett of the 33rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 14 of Article 6 of Chapter 2 of
Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to other
educational programs, so as to require that a specialized home room class be
available for at-risk students; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 288.

By Senators Fort of the 39th and Tate of the 38th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 60 of Title 36 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions applicable to
counties and municipal corporations, so as to prohibit a county or municipal
corporation from using public funds for the construction of a pedestrian bridge
in certain instances; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SB 289.

By Senator Fort of the 39th:

A BILL To be entitled an Act to amend Title 21 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to elections, so as to prohibit persons employed
within the executive branch of state government from registering and acting as
a lobbyist and from being hired as a consultant by any agency or entity of the
executive branch of state government for a period of one year following the
termination of such person's employment with the executive branch of state
government; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Ethics.

SR 805.

By Senators James of the 35th, Rhett of the 33rd, Davenport of the 44th, Jones
IT of the 22nd and Seay of the 34th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Reverend Creflo Dollar and dedicating a road in
his honor; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
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SR 809. By Senators Fort of the 39th and Tate of the 38th:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to
prohibit county and municipal governments from entering into contracts with
private entities for the provision of parking enforcement services; to provide
for related matters; to provide for submission of this amendment for ratification
or rejection; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

Senator Rhett of the 33rd asked unanimous consent that Senator James of the 35th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator James was excused.

Senator Parent of the 42nd asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Mullis
Beach Hill, Judson Parent
Bethel Hufstetler Rhett

Black Jackson, B Seay

Burke Jackson, L Shafer
Butler Jeffares Sims
Cowsert Jones, B Stone

Crane Jones, E Tate
Davenport Jones, H Thompson, B
Dugan Kennedy Tippins
Ginn Kirk Unterman
Gooch Ligon VanNess
Harbin Lucas Walker
Harbison Martin Watson
Harper McKoon Wilkinson
Heath Millar Williams, M
Henson Miller Williams, T
Hill, H

Not answering were Senators:

Fort James (Excused) Orrock (Excused)
Thompson, C.
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The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Dugan of the 30th introduced the chaplain of the day, Chaplain Captain Jon Pirtle
of Fitzgerald, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Serving as the doctor of the day was Dr. Becky Abell.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 793.

SR 794.

SR 795.

SR 796.

SR 797.

SR 798.

By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Dr. Thomas Edwin Seay;
and for other purposes.

By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing January 26, 2016, as Human Trafficking
Awareness Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Dugan of the 30th and Crane of the 28th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 18, 2016, as Carroll County Day at
the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Thompson of the 14th, Mullis of the 53rd, Shafer of the 48th, Hill
of the 6th, Hill of the 4th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending the 2015 Cartersville High School football
team; and for other purposes.

By Senators Thompson of the 14th, Gooch of the 51st, Shafer of the 48th,
Mullis of the 53rd, Hill of the 6th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Mr. Jeff Foxworthy; and for other purposes.

By Senators Watson of the 1st and Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Alpha United Methodist
Church on the occasion of its 175th anniversary; and for other purposes.
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By Senators Watson of the 1st and Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February, 2016, as Self-Care Month; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Mr. Booker T. Newsome;
and for other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION commending Reverend James E. Taylor; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION honoring and commending Company "D" 10th Infantry
Battalion; and for other purposes.

By Senators Martin of the 9th, Millar of the 40th, Crane of the 28th, Bethel of
the 54th and Seay of the 34th:

A RESOLUTION commending the student leaders of the Georgia Institute of
Technology and recognizing February 1, 2016, as Georgia Tech Student Day
at the capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Millar of the 40th, Thompson of the 14th, Jackson of the 24th,
Heath of the 31st, Bethel of the 54th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Civil Air Patrol for their service to the
citizens of Georgia; and for other purposes.

By Senators Kennedy of the 18th, Harbin of the 16th, Jackson of the 24th,
Walker III of the 20th, Kirk of the 13th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending President William D.
Underwood of Mercer University; and for other purposes.

By Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Harper of the 7th, Black of the 8th and
Walker III of the 20th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 4, 2016, as Georgia Farm Bureau
Federation Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.
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SR 808. By Senators Parent of the 42nd, Orrock of the 36th, Butler of the 55th, Tate of
the 38th, Fort of the 39th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 2, 2016, as Stop Violence Against
Women Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

The President recognized U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson who addressed the Senate briefly.
Senator Dugan of the 30th recognized January 25, 2016, as National Guard Day at the
capitol, commended by SR 688, adopted previously. Brigadier General Joe Jarrard
addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Dugan of the 30th administered the Georgia National Guard's Oath of Enlistment
to David G. Lauer.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Tuesday,
January 26, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:12 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Tuesday, January 26, 2016
Tenth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:07 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 290. By Senator Bethel of the 54th:
A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 23 of Title 33 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to licensing, so as to clarify those
individuals not required to be licensed as an insurance agent; to provide for

related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:
Mr. President:

The Committee on Insurance and Labor has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 137 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Bethel of the 54th District, Chairman
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Mr. President:
The Committee on Public Safety has had under consideration the following legislation
and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following

recommendation;

SB 263 Do Pass
SB 279 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Harper of the 7th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Science and Technology has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SR 74 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Thompson of the 14th District, Chairman

The following Senators were excused for business outside the Senate Chamber:
Hill of the 4th Parent of the 42nd

Senator Heath of the 31st asked unanimous consent that Senator Dugan of the 30th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Dugan was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Judson Mullis

Beach Hufstetler Orrock
Bethel Jackson, B Rhett

Black Jackson, L Seay

Burke James Shafer

Butler Jeffares Sims
Cowsert Jones, B Stone

Crane Jones, E Tate
Davenport Jones, H Thompson, B
Fort Kennedy Thompson, C
Ginn Kirk Tippins
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Gooch Ligon Unterman
Harbin Lucas VanNess
Harbison Martin Walker
Harper McKoon Watson
Heath Millar Wilkinson
Hill, H Miller Williams, T

Not answering were Senators:

Dugan (Excused) Henson Hill, Jack (Excused)
Parent (Excused) Williams, M.

Senator Henson of the 41st was off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wished to be recorded as present.

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Seay of the 34th introduced the chaplain of the day, Bishop Jerome Dukes of
Fayetteville, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Miller of the 49th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. James Smith.

Senator Unterman of the 45th recognized January 26, 2016, as Human Trafficking
Awareness Day at the state capitol, commended by SR 794, adopted previously.

Senator Seay of the 34th honored the life and memory of Dr. Ozias Pearson, commended
by SR 681, adopted previously. Shirley T. Pearson addressed the Senate briefly.

Senators Unterman of the 45th and VanNess of the 43rd recognized pregnancy resource
centers.

Senator Burke of the 11th recognized Thomasville, Georgia, as "Georgia's Rose City",
commended by SR 687, adopted previously. Executive Director of Main Street and
Tourism Karen Smith addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Kennedy of the 18th recognized and honored President William D. Underwood
of Mercer University, commended by SR 806, adopted previously. President Underwood
addressed the Senate briefly.
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The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 810.

SR 811.

SR 812.

SR 813.

SR 814.

SR 815.

By Senator Dugan of the 30th:

A RESOLUTION commending the University of West Georgia football team
for their record-breaking season; and for other purposes.

By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Family and Consumer Sciences; and for other
purposes.

By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A RESOLUTION commending Harris and Meriwether Counties and
recognizing January 27, 2016, as Harris and Meriwether County Day at the
state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senator Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the STEM Academy at Bartlett and
commending them on their Future of Education Technology Conference
STEM Excellence Award; and for other purposes.

By Senator Wilkinson of the 50th:

A RESOLUTION commending Habersham County, Georgia, on the occasion
of its "Day at the Capitol 2016"; and for other purposes.

By Senator Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing January 27, 2016, as Physician's Day at the
capitol; saluting the physicians of Georgia; and for other purposes.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Wednesday,
January 27, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:32 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Wednesday, January 27, 2016
Eleventh Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:02 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following message was received from the House through Mr. Reilly, the Clerk
thereof:

Mr. President:

The House has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following Bills of the
House:

HB 683. By Representatives Dickerson of the 113th, Anderson of the 92nd,
Stephenson of the 90th and Carter of the 92nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize Rockdale County to exercise all
redevelopment and other powers under Article IX, Section II, Paragraph
VII(b) of the Constitution and Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the
"Redevelopment Powers Law," as amended; to provide for a referendum; to
provide for effective dates; to provide for automatic repeal under certain
circumstances; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

HB 735. By Representative Greene of the 151st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Stewart County
Water and Sewerage Authority, approved March 24, 1988 (Ga. L. 1988, p.
4498), so as to revise method of membership appointments; to provide for
related matters; to provide an effective date and applicability; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

HB 748. By Representatives Taylor of the 173rd, Carter of the 175th and Watson of
the 172nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the Magistrate Court of Thomas
County to impose and collect county law library fees as part of the court



112

HB 782.

HB 786.

HB 787.

HB 794.

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

costs in the magistrate court; to provide for practices and procedures
connected therewith; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Rogers of the 29th, Hawkins of the 27th, Dunahoo of
the 30th, Barr of the 103rd, Coleman of the 97th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide for the continuation of an
alternative method of distribution of the net proceeds of the sales and use
tax for educational purposes authorized under Article VIII, Section VI,
Paragraph IV of the Constitution among the Hall County School District,
Gainesville City School District, and Buford City School District; to
provide for an effective date, applicability, and automatic repeal; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representative Buckner of the 137th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a new charter for
the City of Manchester, approved August 16, 1909 (Ga. L. 1909, p. 1071),
as amended, particularly by an Act approved August 20, 1923 (Ga. L. 1923,
p- 739), an Act approved March 28, 1990 (Ga. L. 1990, p. 4980), and an
Act approved April 10, 2014 (Ga. L. 2014, p. 3692), so as to change
provisions relating to the filling of vacancies in the offices of members of
the governing authority; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Dickson of the 6th, Broadrick of the 4th and Tarvin of
the 2nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide for a homestead exemption from
City of Varnell ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the full amount
of the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that city who are 65
years of age or older or who are the unremarried spouses of deceased
firefighters, police officers, or military veterans; to provide for definitions;
to specify the terms and conditions of the exemption and the procedures
relating thereto; to provide for applicability; to provide for a referendum,
effective dates, and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

By Representative Bentley of the 139th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide that the judge of the Probate Court
of Macon County shall also serve as the chief magistrate judge of the
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Magistrate Court of Macon County on and after January 1, 2017; to provide
for the continuation in office and expiration of term of the current chief
magistrate judge; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

By Representative Benton of the 31st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for a new charter
for the City of Hoschton, Georgia, approved April 24, 2013 (Ga. L. 2013, p.
3539), so as to provide for the manner of election of the mayor and
councilmembers; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

By Representatives Stovall of the 74th, Scott of the 76th, Mabra of the
63rd, Jordan of the 77th, Glanton of the 75th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating one or more
community improvement districts within Clayton County, approved April
7, 1992 (Ga. L. 1992, p. 5698), so as to change certain provisions relating
to the purpose of the Act; to change the definition of the term "electors"; to
change the definition of the term "project"; to change certain provisions
relating to taxes, fees, and assessments; to change certain provisions
relating to boundaries of such districts; to change certain provisions relating
to the powers of boards of such districts; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to

committee:

SB 256. By Senators McKoon of the 29th, Crane of the 28th and Fort of the 39th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding the
General Assembly, so as to provide that no member of the General Assembly
who serves on a conference committee shall be eligible for employment in state
government, other than as an elected official, for a period of 24 months
immediately following such member's service on such conference committee;
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.
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By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Hill of the 6th, Hufstetler of the 52nd, Watson of
the 1st and Harbin of the 16th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 33 of the O.C.G.A., relating to
insurance; to provide for related matters; to amend Title 48 of the O.C.G.A.,
relating to revenue and taxation, so as to provide for certain income tax
deductions for certain insurance premiums; to provide for certain tax credits for
employers offering HSA eligible major medical plans to employees under
certain circumstances; to provide a short title; to provide for related matters; to
provide for effective dates and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 292.

By Senators Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st, Orrock of the 36th, Butler of
the 55th, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to minimum wage law, so as to repeal certain
provisions relating to the preemption of wage and employment benefit
mandates adopted by a local government entity; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 293.

By Senators Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st, Orrock of the 36th, Butler of
the 55th, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of Title 34 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to minimum wage, so as to revise certain
provisions regarding the minimum wage law; to provide for an increase in the
minimum wage; to provide for annual minimum wage increases to match the
rising cost of living; to provide a credit toward the minimum wage for
employers of tipped workers; to eliminate various eligibility exemptions from
the minimum wage; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 294.

By Senators Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st, Butler of the 55th, Rhett of
the 33rd, Tate of the 38th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 4 of Title 1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to holidays and observances, so as to
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revise the public and legal holidays recognized by the State of Georgia; to
prohibit the recognition of public and legal holidays honoring, recognizing,
observing, or celebrating the Confederate States of America, its history, or the
military or political leaders thereof or the Civil War; to repeal the observing of
Confederate History and Heritage Month; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SB 295.

By Senators Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st, Lucas of the 26th, Butler of
the 55th, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 5 of Title 50 of the O.C.G.A.,
relating to the Department of Administrative Services, so as to define certain
terms; to create the Division of Supplier Diversity; to provide for appointment
of a director; to provide for powers and duties of the director; to create the
position of minority and women owned business enterprises state-wide
advocate; to provide for appointment; to provide for duties; to provide for
provisions for state contracts; to provide for a state-wide disparity study; to
provide for contents; to provide for the structure of procurement contracts; to
provide for rules and regulations; to provide for the implementation of rules
and regulations; to provide for exceptions; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 296.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st and Sims
of the 12th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 20 of Title 45 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to leaves of absence for
certain public employees, so as to provide paid leave upon the death of an
immediate family member; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SB 297.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st and Sims
of the 12th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 20 of Title 45 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to leaves of absence for
certain public employees, so as to authorize the use of accrued leave by
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adoptive parents for the purpose of caring for the child after placement; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).
SB 298. By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 48-5-7 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the assessment of tangible property for
purposes of ad valorem taxation, so as to limit the amount of increases of
assessments in any taxable year; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.
SB 299. By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 33 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions of insurance, so as
to create the Georgia Health Care Transparency Initiative; to provide for
definitions; to provide for a purpose; to provide for a Georgia Health Care
Initiative Board; to provide for the board's membership and duties; to provide
for the Commissioner's duties; to provide for subcommittees; to provide for
submission of data and its uses; to provide for data confidentiality; to provide
for penalties; to provide for funding; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.
SB 300. By Senator McKoon of the 29th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 5A of Title 50 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the Office of the State Treasurer, so as
to require the state treasurer to collect certain data and maintain and publish a
data base that includes searchable information related to all expenditures made
by state entities to vendors; to require state entities to submit certain
information related to expenditures made to vendors; to require the state
treasurer to provide an opportunity for public comment and to publish annual
usage statistics of such data base; to authorize the state treasurer to promulgate
rules and regulations necessary to implement the foregoing provisions; to
provide for definitions; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).
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By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing pregnancy resource centers; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SR 828.

By Senators Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st, Tate of the 38th, Seay of the
34th, Butler of the 55th and others:

A RESOLUTION to amend Senate Resolution 287, proposing an amendment
to the Constitution of Georgia to allow the General Assembly to authorize the
establishment of an Opportunity School District to provide for state
intervention for failing schools, adopted by the General Assembly at the 2015
regular session (Ga. L. 2015, p. 1498), so as to revise the ballot question; to
provide for related matters; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SR 833.

By Senators Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st, Butler of the 55th, Tate of the
38th, Seay of the 34th and others:

A RESOLUTION amending the Rules of the Senate; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.

The following House legislation was read the first time and referred to committee:

HB 683.

By Representatives Dickerson of the 113th, Stephenson of the 90th and Carter
of the 92nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize Rockdale County to exercise all
redevelopment and other powers under Article IX, Section II, Paragraph VII(b)
of the Constitution and Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the
"Redevelopment Powers Law," as amended; to provide for a referendum; to
provide for effective dates; to provide for automatic repeal under certain
circumstances; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

HB 735.

By Representative Greene of the 151st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating the Stewart County
Water and Sewerage Authority, approved March 24, 1988 (Ga. L. 1988, p.
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4498), so as to revise method of membership appointments; to provide for
related matters; to provide an effective date and applicability; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

HB 748. By Representatives Taylor of the 173rd, Carter of the 175th and Watson of the
172nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the Magistrate Court of Thomas
County to impose and collect county law library fees as part of the court costs
in the magistrate court; to provide for practices and procedures connected
therewith; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

HB 782. By Representatives Rogers of the 29th, Hawkins of the 27th, Dunahoo of the
30th, Barr of the 103rd, Coleman of the 97th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide for the continuation of an alternative
method of distribution of the net proceeds of the sales and use tax for
educational purposes authorized under Article VIII, Section VI, Paragraph IV
of the Constitution among the Hall County School District, Gainesville City
School District, and Buford City School District; to provide for an effective
date, applicability, and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
HB 786. By Representative Buckner of the 137th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a new charter for the
City of Manchester, approved August 16, 1909 (Ga. L. 1909, p. 1071), as
amended, particularly by an Act approved August 20, 1923 (Ga. L. 1923, p.
739), an Act approved March 28, 1990 (Ga. L. 1990, p. 4980), and an Act
approved April 10, 2014 (Ga. L. 2014, p. 3692), so as to change provisions
relating to the filling of vacancies in the offices of members of the governing
authority; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
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HB 787. By Representatives Dickson of the 6th, Broadrick of the 4th and Tarvin of the
2nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide for a homestead exemption from City
of Varnell ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the full amount of the
assessed value of the homestead for residents of that city who are 65 years of
age or older or who are the unremarried spouses of deceased firefighters, police
officers, or military veterans; to provide for definitions; to specify the terms
and conditions of the exemption and the procedures relating thereto; to provide
for applicability; to provide for a referendum, effective dates, and automatic
repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
HB 794. By Representative Bentley of the 139th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide that the judge of the Probate Court of
Macon County shall also serve as the chief magistrate judge of the Magistrate
Court of Macon County on and after January 1, 2017; to provide for the
continuation in office and expiration of term of the current chief magistrate
judge; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
HB 799. By Representative Benton of the 31st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for a new charter for
the City of Hoschton, Georgia, approved April 24, 2013 (Ga. L. 2013, p. 3539),
so as to provide for the manner of election of the mayor and councilmembers;
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

HB 807. By Representatives Stovall of the 74th, Scott of the 76th, Mabra of the 63rd,
Jordan of the 77th, Glanton of the 75th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act creating one or more community
improvement districts within Clayton County, approved April 7, 1992 (Ga. L.
1992, p. 5698), so as to change certain provisions relating to the purpose of the
Act; to change the definition of the term "electors"; to change the definition of
the term "project"; to change certain provisions relating to taxes, fees, and
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assessments; to change certain provisions relating to boundaries of such
districts; to change certain provisions relating to the powers of boards of such
districts; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:

Mr. President:

The Committee on Ethics has had under consideration the following legislation and has
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following recommendation:

SB 199 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Burke of the 11th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Judiciary has had under consideration the following legislation and
has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

HB 51 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator McKoon of the 29th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 193 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Stone of the 23rd District, Chairman
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Mr. President:

The Committee on Retirement has had under consideration the following legislation and
has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 243 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Hufstetler of the 52nd District, Chairman

The following legislation was read the second time:
SB 263 SB 279
Senator Harbison of the 15th was excused for business outside the Senate Chamber.

Senator Martin of the 9th asked unanimous consent that Senator Williams of the 27th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Williams was excused.

Senator Jones of the 10th asked unanimous consent that Senator Henson of the 41st be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Henson was excused.

Senator Thompson of the 14th asked unanimous consent that Senator Jackson of the 24th
be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Jackson was excused.

Senator Jeffares of the 17th asked unanimous consent that Senator Jones of the 25th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Jones was excused.

Senator Harper of the 7th asked unanimous consent that Senators Burke of the 11th and
Hill of the 6th be excused. The consent was granted, and Senators Burke and Hill of the

6th were excused.

Senator Unterman of the 45th asked unanimous consent that Senator Hufstetler of the
52nd be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Hufstetler was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Judson Orrock
Beach Jackson, L Parent
Bethel James Rhett
Black Jeffares Seay

Butler Jones, E Shafer
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Cowsert Jones, H Sims
Crane Kennedy Stone
Davenport Kirk Tate
Dugan Ligon Tippins
Ginn Lucas Unterman
Gooch Martin VanNess
Harbin McKoon Walker
Harper Millar Watson
Heath Miller Wilkinson
Hill, Jack Mullis

Not answering were Senators:

Burke (Excused) Fort Harbison (Excused)
Henson (Excused) Hill, H. (Excused) Hufstetler (Excused)
Jackson, B. (Excused) Jones, B. (Excused) Thompson, B.
Thompson, C. Williams, M. (Excused) Williams, T.

The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators: Fort of the 39th Hill of the 6th

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Millar of the 40th recognized the Civil Air Patrol for their service to the citizens
of Georgia, commended by SR 804, adopted previously.

Senator Millar of the 40th introduced the chaplain of the day, Chaplain Lt. Col. Elise
Whitworth of Dahlonega, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Parent of the 42nd introduced the doctors of the day, Dr. Matthew T. Keadey and
Dr. Shamie Das.

Senator Thompson of the 14th recognized the 2015 Cartersville High School football
team, commended by SR 796, adopted previously. Coach Joey King addressed the
Senate briefly.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd recognized Kristian Bush of country music group Sugarland
who addressed the Senate briefly.
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The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 816.

SR 817.

SR 818.

SR 819.

SR 821.

SR 822.

SR 823.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Hill of the 6th, James of the 35th, Tate of the
38th, Hill of the 32nd and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Fulton County Charter School System on
being named the 2015 Charter System of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senator Jones of the 25th:

A RESOLUTION commending Putnam County Charter School System on
receiving the Charter System Innovation Award; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jones of the 10th, Orrock of the 36th, Davenport of the 44th,
Butler of the 55th, Tate of the 38th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending The Links, Incorporated, and recognizing
February 24, 2016, as Links Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Georgia Association of Black Women
Attorneys' (GABWA) 35th Anniversary and January 28, 2016, as the annual
Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys Day at the capitol; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Kirk of the 13th, Walker III of the 20th, Harper of the 7th, Sims of
the 12th, Harbison of the 15th and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the City of Vienna, Georgia, on the occasion of its
175th anniversary; and for other purposes.

By Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Harper of the 7th, Black of the 8th,
Williams of the 19th, Burke of the 11th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending the Georgia Young Farmers Association and
recognizing February 10, 2016, as Young Farmers Day at the state capitol; and
for other purposes.

By Senator Butler of the 55th:

A RESOLUTION commending Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., for its
continued commitment to public service and its collective contributions in
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helping to make the State of Georgia a better place to live and work and
recognizing February 1, 2016, as Delta Day at the state capitol; and for other
purposes.

By Senators James of the 35th and Rhett of the 33rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending World Changers Church
International on the occasion of its 30th anniversary; and for other purposes.

By Senators James of the 35th and Rhett of the 33rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Reverend Yvonne Shaw; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Millar of the 40th, Shafer of the 48th, Mullis of
the 53rd and Cowsert of the 46th:

A RESOLUTION commending the Dalton State College men's basketball
team on winning the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics Division
I National Championship in Kansas City; and for other purposes.

By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Fort of the 39th, Tate of the 38th, Butler of the
55th, Orrock of the 36th and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Mrs. Constance M.
Henson; and for other purposes.

By Senators Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th, Albers of the 56th, Hill of
the 4th, Hill of the 32nd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing January 27, 2016, as Georgia Virtual Parents
Coalition Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Tate of the 38th, Henson of the 41st and
Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION commending Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., and the
Georgia District Chapters and recognizing February 18, 2016, as Alpha Phi
Alpha Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Jones of the 10th and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring Mr. Ernie Lee, 2016 Georgia
Teacher of the Year; and for other purposes.
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By Senators Fort of the 39th, Tate of the 38th, Henson of the 41st, Butler of
the 55th, Seay of the 34th and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Mr. Julian Bond; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Frank Callen Boys and Girls Club on
winning the National Prep Football Association Super Bowl Championship;
and for other purposes.

By Senator Albers of the 56th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the collaboration between
Shriners Hospitals for Children and the PeachCare for Kids Health Care
Program; and for other purposes.

By Senator Albers of the 56th:

A RESOLUTION commemorating Mr. Robert Wheeler Hagan's service to the
Rotary Club of Roswell and the State of Georgia; and for other purposes.

By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION honoring Corporal Nicholas Terry and Patrol Officer Dusty
Coker; and for other purposes.

By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:
A RESOLUTION honoring Ms. Emily Armour; and for other purposes.
SENATE RULES CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2016
ELEVENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

Property Insurance; expand the ownership restriction; value of the property
covered against loss by fire (Substitute)(I&L-16th)

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee
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The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:

SB 137. By Senators Harbin of the 16th, Thompson of the 14th, McKoon of the 29th,
Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Stone of the 23rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 32 of Title 33 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to property insurance, so as to expand the
ownership restriction as it relates to the application of the value of the property
covered against loss by fire; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The Senate Committee on Insurance and Labor offered the following substitute to SB
137:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 32 of Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
property insurance, so as to expand the ownership restriction as it relates to the
application of the value of the property covered against loss by fire; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 32 of Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to property
insurance, is amended by revising Code Section 33-32-5, relating to the amount of
insurance in certain fire policies deemed conclusive as to value of property covered, as
follows:
"33-32-5.
(a) Whenever any policy of insurance is issued to a natural person or persons or to any
legal entity wholly owned by a natural person or persons insuring a specifically
described one or two family residential building or structure located in this state against
loss by fire and the building or structure is wholly destroyed by fire without fraudulent
or criminal fault on the part of the insured or one acting in his or her behalf, the amount
of insurance set forth in the policy relative to the building or structure shall be taken
conclusively to be the value of the property, except to the extent of any depreciation in
value occurring between the date of the policy or its renewal and the loss, provided that,
if loss occurs within 30 days of the original effective date of the policy, the insured
shall be entitled to the actual loss sustained not exceeding the sum insured. Nothing in
this Code section shall be construed as prohibiting the use of coinsurance or as
preventing the insurer from repairing or replacing damaged property at its own expense
without contribution on the part of the insured.
(b) Subsection (a) of this Code section shall not apply where:
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(1) The building or structure is not wholly destroyed by fire;

(2) Insurance policies are issued or renewed by more than one company insuring the
same building or structure against fire and the existence of the additional insurance is
not disclosed by the insured to all insurers issuing policies;

(3) Two or more buildings or structures are insured under a blanket form for a single
amount of insurance; or

(4) The completed value of a building or structure is insured under a builders' risk
policy."

SECTION 2.
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

On the adoption of the substitute, there were no objections, and the committee substitute
was adopted.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill by substitute,
was agreed to.

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel E Hufstetler Rhett

Y Black E Jackson, B Y Seay

E Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y Butler Y James Y Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

Y Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin Y Lucas Y Walker

E Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper Y McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar E Williams, M
E Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 48, nays 0.

SB 137, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed by substitute.
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The following communication was received by the Secretary:
1/27/16

Due to business outside the Senate Chamber, I missed the vote on SB 137. Had I been
present, I would have voted “yea”.

/s/ Michael “Doc” Rhett
District 33

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that, upon the dissolution of the Joint Session, the
Senate stand adjourned until 10:00 a.m. Thursday, January 28, 2016.

The President announced the motion prevailed at 10:55 a.m.

The hour for convening the Joint Session of the Senate and House having arrived, the
President, accompanied by the Secretary and Senators, proceeded to the Hall of the
House of Representatives, and the Joint Session, called for the purpose of hearing a
message by Honorable Hugh P. Thompson, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, was
called to order by the President of the Senate. HR 968 authorizing the Joint Session of
the Senate and House was read by the Clerk of the House.

Honorable Hugh P. Thompson, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, addressed the Joint
Session of the Senate and the House of Representatives as follows:

2016 STATE OF THE JUDICIARY ADDRESS
THE HONORABLE CHIEF JUSTICE
HUGH P. THOMPSON
SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA
January 27, 2016, 11 a.m.

House Chambers, State Capitol

Lt. Governor Cagle, Speaker Ralston, President Pro Tem Shafer, Speaker Pro Tem Jones,
members of the General Assembly, my fellow judges and my fellow Georgians:

Good morning. Thank you for this annual tradition of inviting the Chief Justice to report
on the State of Georgia’s Judiciary. Thanks in large part to your support and the support
of our governor, as we move into 2016, I am pleased to tell you that your judicial branch
of government is not only steady and secure, it is dynamic; it has momentum; and it is
moving forward into the 21st century with a vitality and a commitment to meeting the
inevitable changes before us.
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Our mission remains the same: To protect individual rights and liberties, to uphold and
interpret the rule of law, and to provide a forum for the peaceful resolution of disputes
that is fair, impartial, and accessible to all.

Our judges are committed to these principles. Each day, throughout this state, they put on
their black robes; they take their seat on the courtroom bench; and they work tirelessly to
ensure that all citizens who come before them get justice.

sk skosk skosk ok

Our Judicial Council is the policy-making body of the state’s judicial branch. It is made
up of competent, committed leaders elected by their fellow judges and representing all
classes of court. They are assisted by an Administrative Office of the Courts, which is
under a new director —Cynthia Clanton —and has a renewed focus as an agency that serves
judges and courts throughout Georgia.

A number of our judges have made the trip to be here today. Our judges are here today
because the relationship we have with you is important. We share with you the same goal
of serving the citizens of this great state. We could not do our work without your help and
that of our governor.

On behalf of all of the judges, let me say we are extremely grateful to you members of
the General Assembly for your judicial compensation appropriation last year.

Hskoskokokoskok

Today I want to talk to you about Georgia’s 21st century courts —our vision for the future,
the road we must travel to get there, and the accomplishments we have already achieved.

It has been said that, “Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or
present are certain to miss the future.”

Since a new state Constitution took effect in 1983, our population has nearly doubled to a
little over 10 million, making us the 8th most populous state in the country. We are
among the fastest growing states in the nation, and in less than four years, our population
is projected to exceed 12 million.

Because it 1s good for our economy, we welcome that growth. Today, Georgia ranks
among states with the highest number of Fortune 500 companies, 20 of which have their
global headquarters here; we have 72 four-year colleges and universities; we have the
world’s busiest airport and we have two deep-water ports. Georgia is a gateway to the
South, and for a growing number of people and businesses from around the world, it is a
gateway to this country.
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All of this growth produces litigation —increasingly complex litigation —and just as our
state must prepare for this growth by ensuring we have enough roads and modes of
transportation, enough doctors and hospitals, and enough power to reach people
throughout the state, our courts also must be equipped and modernized for the 21st
century.

While our population has nearly doubled since 1983, the number of Georgia judges has
grown only 16 percent. We must work together to ensure that our judicial system has
enough judges, staff and resources in the 21st century to fulfill the mission and
constitutional duties our forefathers assigned to us.

A healthy, vibrant judiciary is absolutely critical to the economic development of our
state. Thanks to many leaders in the judiciary, as well as to our partnership with the
governor and to you in the legislature, we are well on our way to building a court system
for the 21st century.

sk skosk skosk sk

This time next year, with your support, we will have put into place an historic shift in the
types of cases handled by the Georgia Supreme Court —the highest court in the state —and
by the Court of Appeals —our intermediate appellate court. Thanks to Governor Deal’s
Georgia Appellate Jurisdiction Review Commission, this realignment will bring the
Supreme Court of Georgia in line with other state Supreme Courts, which handle only the
most critical cases that potentially change the law. Serving on the Commission are two of
my colleagues —Justice David Nahmias and Justice Keith Blackwell —as well as two
judges from the Court of Appeals —Chief Judge Sara Doyle and Judge Stephen Dillard.

I thank you, Justices and Judges, for your leadership.

Under the Georgia Constitution, Supreme Court justices collectively decide every case
that comes before us. Currently the state’s highest court hears divorce and alimony cases;
we hear cases involving wills; we hear cases involving titles to land; and we hear disputes
over boundary lines.

But the Governor’s Commission, and a number of reports by other commissions and
committees issued since 1983, have recommended that such cases should be heard by our
intermediate appeals court, not by our highest court.

Both of our courts are among the busiest in the nation. But unlike the Supreme Court,
which sits as a full court with all seven justices participating in, and deciding, every case,
the Court of Appeals sits in panels of three. With your approval last year of three new
Court of Appeals judges, that court will now have five panels, so it will have the capacity
to consider five times as many cases as the Supreme Court.
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Modernization of the Supreme Court makes sense. In a 19th century court system, when
most of the wealth was tied up in land, maybe title to land cases were the most important.
Maybe they had the greatest implications for the public at large. But as we move into the
21st century, that is no longer true.

In answer to questions such as who owns a strip of land, what does a will mean, and who
should prevail in a divorce settlement or an alimony dispute, most judicial systems
believe that three judges are enough to provide the parties with a full and fair
consideration of their appeal. It no longer makes sense to have seven —or nine —justices
collectively review these types of cases. There is no doubt these cases will be in good
hands with the Court of Appeals.

Let me emphasize that all these cases the Commission recommended shifting to the Court
of Appeals are critically important to the parties involved.

Let me also emphasize that the purpose of this historic change is not to lessen the burden
on the Supreme Court. Rather, the intent is to free up the state’s highest court to devote
more time and energy to the most complex and the most difficult cases that have the
greatest implications for the law and society at large.

We will therefore retain jurisdiction of constitutional challenges to the laws you enact,
questions from the federal courts seeking authoritative rulings on Georgia law, election
contests, murder and death penalty cases, and cases in which the Court of Appeals judges
are equally divided.

Significantly, we want to be able to accept more of what we call “certiorari” cases —
which are appeals of decisions by the Court of Appeals. The number of petitions filed in
this category during the first quarter of the new docket year is nearly 14 percent higher
this year over last. Yet due to the amount of appeals the law now requires us to take, we
have had to reject the majority of the petitions for certiorari that we receive.

These cases are often the most complex —and the most consequential. They involve issues
of great importance to the legal system and the State as a whole. Or they involve an area
of law that has become inconsistent and needs clarification.

Businesses and citizens need to know what the law allows them to do and what it does
not allow them to do. It is our job at the highest court to reduce any uncertainty and bring
consistency and clarity to the law.

Under the Commission’s recommendations, our 21st century Georgia Supreme Court will
be able to accept more of these important appeals.

Hskoskokokoskok
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As we move into the 21st century, plans are being discussed to build the first state
Judicial Building in Georgia’s history that will be dedicated solely to the judiciary. We
are grateful for the Governor’s leadership on this. The building that now houses the
state’s highest court and the Court of Appeals was built in 1954 when Herman Tallmadge
was governor. Back then, it made sense to combine the state judicial branch with part of
the executive branch, by locating the Law Department in the same building.

But the world has changed since 1954, and the building we now occupy was not designed
with visitors in mind. It was not designed with technology in mind. And it surely was not
designed with security in mind. Indeed, it was designed to interconnect with neighboring
buildings that housed other branches of government.

A proper Judicial Building is about more than bricks and mortar. Outside, this building
will symbolize for generations to come the place where people will go to get final
resolution of civil wrongs and injustices; where the government will go to safeguard its
prosecution of criminals; and where defendants will go to appeal convictions and
sentences to prison for life.

Inside such a building, the courtroom will reinforce the reality that what goes on here is
serious and solemn; it is a place of great purpose, in the words of a federal judge. The
parties and the lawyers will understand they are all on equal footing, because they are
equal under the law.

There is a majesty about the law that gets played out in the courtroom. It is a hallowed
place because it is where the truth must be told and where justice is born. The courtroom
represents our democracy at its very best.

No, this building is not just about bricks and mortar. Rather it is a place that will house
Georgia’s highest court where fairness, impartiality, and justice will reign for future
generations.

Hskoskokokoskok

We are no longer living in a 1950s Georgia. The courts of the 21st century must be
equipped to handle an increasingly diverse population. Living today in metropolitan
Atlanta alone are more than 700,000 people who were born outside the United States.
According to the Chamber of Commerce, today some 70 countries have a presence in
Atlanta, in the form of a consulate or trade office. We must be ready to help resolve the
disputes of international businesses that are increasingly locating in our state and capital.

Our 21st century courts must be open, transparent and accessible to all. Our citizens’
confidence in their judicial system depends on it. We must be armed with qualified,
certified interpreters, promote arbitration as an alternative to costly, courtroom-bound
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litigation, ensure that all those who cannot afford lawyers have an avenue toward justice,
and be constantly updating technology with the aim of improving our courts’ efficiency
while saving literally millions of dollars. For all of this, we need your help.

Hskoskokokoskok

When I first became a judge, we had no email, no cell phones, no Internet. People didn’t
Twitter or text, or post things on YouTube, Facebook or Instagram. The most modern
equipment we had was a mimeograph machine.

This past year, by Supreme Court order, we created for the first time a governance
structure to bring our use of technology into the 21stcentury. Chaired by my colleague
Justice Harold Melton, and co-chaired by Douglas County Superior Court Judge David
Emerson, this permanent Judicial Council Standing Committee on Technology will lead
the judicial branch by providing guidance and oversight of its technology initiatives.

Our courts on their own are rapidly moving away from paper documents into the digital
age. At the Supreme Court, lawyers must now electronically file all cases. This past year,
we successfully launched the next phase by working with trial courts to begin
transmitting their entire court record to us electronically. The Court of Appeals also now
requires the e-filing of applications to appeal, and this year, will join the Supreme Court
in accepting electronic trial records.

Our goal is to develop a uniform statewide electronic filing and retrieval system so that
lawyers and others throughout the judiciary can file and access data the easiest way
possible. Using a single portal, attorneys will be able to file documents with trial courts
and appellate courts —and retrieve them from any court in the state. This is the system
advocated by our partner, President Bob Kaufman of the State Bar of Georgia, and by
attorneys throughout the state.

Such a system will not only make our courts more efficient at huge savings, but it will
make Georgia safer. When our trial judges conduct bond hearings, for example, they
often lack critical information about the person before them. They usually have reports
about any former convictions, but they may not have information about cases pending
against the defendant in other courts. The technology exists now to ensure that they do.

Also on the horizon is the expanded use of videoconferencing —another electronic
improvement that will save money and protect citizens’ lives. After a conviction and
sentence to prison, post-trial hearings require courts to send security teams to pick up the
prisoner and bring him to court. Without encroaching on the constitutional right of
confrontation, we could videoconference the inmate’s testimony from his prison cell.
Again, the technology already exists.
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Our Committee on Technology will be at the forefront of guiding our courts into the 21st
century.

AHskoskokokoskok

As Georgia grows, it grows more diverse.

Our Georgia courts are required by the federal government to provide language services
free of charge to litigants and witnesses, not only in criminal cases but in civil cases as
well.

Even for fluent English speakers, the judicial system can be confusing and unwelcoming.

My vision for Georgia’s judiciary in the 21stcentury is that every court, in every city and
every county in Georgia, will have the capacity of serving all litigants, speaking any
language, regardless of national origin, from the moment they enter the courthouse until
the moment they leave. That means that on court websites, signs and forms will be
available in multiple languages that all court staff will have the tools they need to assist
any customers, and that court proceedings will have instant access to the interpreters of
the languages they need.

Chief Magistrate Kristina Blum of the Gwinnett County Magistrate Court has been
working hard to ensure access to justice for all those who come to her court, most of
whom are representing themselves.

Recently her court created brochures that provide guidance for civil trials, family
violence matters, warrant applications, garnishments, and landlord-tenant disputes. These
brochures provide basic information about each proceeding —what to expect and how best
to present their case in court.

Judge Blum, who is in line to be president of the Council of Magistrate Judges and is a
member of our Judicial Council, has had the brochures translated into Spanish, Korean
and Vietnamese. Such non-legalese forms and tutorial videos that our citizens can
understand go a long way toward building trust in the judicial system, and in our entire
government.

The Supreme Court Commission on Interpreters, chaired by Justice Keith Blackwell, is
making significant strides in ensuring that our courts uphold the standards of due process.
With the help of Commission member Jana Edmondson-Cooper, an energetic attorney
with the Georgia Legal Services Program, the Commission is working around the state to
educate judges, court administrators and lawyers on the judiciary’s responsibilities in
providing language assistance.
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The essence of due process is the opportunity to be heard. Our justice system is the envy
of other countries because it is open and fair to everyone seeking justice. By helping
those who have not yet mastered English, we reinforce the message that the doors to the
best justice system in the world are open to everyone.

Our law demands it. Our Constitution demands it.

Hskoskokokoskok

The courts of the 21st century will symbolize a new era. A turning point in our history
occurred when we realized there was a smarter way to handle criminals.

Six years ago, my colleague and then Chief Justice Carol Hunstein accompanied
Representative Wendell Willard to Alabama to explore how that state was reforming its
criminal justice system. Back in Georgia, Governor Deal seized the reins, brought
together the three branches of government, and through extraordinary leadership, has
made criminal justice reform a reality. Georgia is now a model for the nation.

Today, following an explosive growth in our prison population that doubled between
1990 and 2011 and caused corrections costs to top one billion dollars a year, last year our
prison population was the lowest it has been in 10 years. Our recidivism rate is the lowest
it’s been in three decades. And we have turned back the tide of rising costs.

For the last five years, the Georgia Council on Criminal Justice Reform —created by the
governor and your legislation —has been busy transforming our criminal justice system
into one that does a better job of protecting public safety while holding non-violent
offenders accountable and saving millions in taxpayer dollars. I am extremely grateful to
this Council and commend the steady leadership of co-chairs Judge Michael Boggs of the
Court of Appeals and Thomas Worthy of the State Bar of Georgia.

Throughout this historic reform, Georgia’s trial court judges have been in the trenches.
Our number one goal in criminal justice reform is to better protect the safety of our
citizens. Central to that goal is the development of our specialty courts —what some call
accountability courts.

These courts have a proven track record of reducing recidivism rates and keeping our
citizens safe. Nationwide, 75 percent of drug court graduates remain free of arrest two
years after completing the program, and the most conservative analyses show that drug
courts reduce crime as much as 45 percent more than other sentencing options. Last year,
these courts helped save Georgia more than $51 million in prison costs.

From the beginning, you in the legislature have steadfastly supported the growth in these
courts, most recently appropriating more than $19 million for the current fiscal year.
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Georgia now has 131 of these courts, which include drug courts, DUI courts, juvenile and
adult mental health courts, and veterans courts. Today, only two judicial circuits in the
state do not yet have a specialty court, and both are in the early stages of discussing the
possibility of starting one. In addition to those already involved, last year alone, we added
nearly 3500 new participants to these courts.

Behind that number are individual tales of lives changed and in some cases, lives saved.
Our judges, who see so much failure, take pride in these success stories. And so should
you.

Chief Judge Richard Slaby of the Richmond County State Court, speaks with great pride
of Judge David Watkins and the specialty courts that have grown under Judge Watkins’
direction. Today the recidivism rate among the Augusta participants is less than 10
percent.

The judges who run these courts are committed and deserve our thanks. We are grateful
to leaders like Judge Slaby, who is President-Elect of the Council of State Court Judges
and a member of our Judicial Council; to Judge Stephen Goss of the Dougherty Superior
Court, whose mental health court has been recognized as one of the best mental health
courts in our country; to Chief Judge Brenda Weaver, President of the Council of
Superior Court Judges and a member of our Judicial Council. Judge Weaver of the
Appalachian Judicial Circuit serves on the Council of Accountability Court Judges of
Georgia, which you created last year by statute. Its purpose is to improve the quality of
our specialty courts through proven standards and practices, and it is chaired by Superior
Court Judge Jason Deal of Hall County. Judge Deal’s dedication to the specialty court
model in his community, and his guidance and encouragement to programs throughout
the state, are described as invaluable by those who work with him.

Hskoskokokoskok

We may not have a unified court system in Georgia. But we have judges unified in their
commitment to our courts. Among our one thousand four hundred and fifty judges,
Georgia has many fine leaders. I’ve told you about a number of them today. In closing, I
want to mention two more.

When the United States Supreme Court issued its historic decision last year on same-sex
marriage, our Council of Probate Court Judges led the way toward compliance. Three
months before the ruling was issued, the judges met privately at the behest of the
Council’s then president, Judge Chase Daughtrey of Cook County, and his successor,
Judge Don Wilkes of Emanuel County. Together, they determined that regardless of what
the Supreme Court decided, they would follow the law. Both Governor Deal and
Attorney General Sam Olens also publicly announced they would respect the court’s
decision, despite tremendous pressure to do otherwise.



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2016 137

These men are all great leaders who spared our state the turmoil other states endured. The
bottom line is this: In Georgia, we may like the law, we may not like the law, but we
follow the law.

Hskoskokokoskok

The day-to-day business of the Georgia courts rarely makes the news. Rather judges,
their staff and clerks spend their days devoted to understanding the law, tediously
pushing cases through to resolution, committed to ferreting out the truth and making the
right decision. It is not easy, and they must often stand alone, knowing that when they
sentence someone to prison, many lives hang in the balance between justice and mercy.

So I thank all of our leaders, and I thank all of our judges who are leading our courts into
the 21st century.

May God bless them. May God bless you. And may God bless all the people of Georgia.
Thank you

Senator David Shafer, President Pro Tempore, moved that the Joint Session be hereby
dissolved.

The motion prevailed, and Representative David Ralston, Speaker of the House,
announced the Joint Session dissolved.

Pursuant to the provisions of a previously adopted motion, the Senate stood adjourned
until 10:00 a.m. Thursday, January 28, 2016.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Thursday, January 28, 2016
Twelfth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:04 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following committee report was read by the Secretary:

Mr. President:

The Committee on Rules has had under consideration the following legislation and has
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following recommendation:

SR 833 Do Not Pass
Respectfully submitted,
Senator Mullis of the 53rd District, Chairman

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 301. By Senators Tate of the 38th, Henson of the 41st, Butler of the 55th, Orrock of
the 36th and Fort of the 39th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 10 of Title 25 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to regulation of fireworks, so as to revise
the days and times in which consumer fireworks may be lawfully used or
exploded; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SB 302. By Senators Martin of the 9th, Burke of the 11th, Unterman of the 45th,
Watson of the 1st and Parent of the 42nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to insurance, so as to require health carriers to maintain
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accurate provider directories; to provide for definitions; to provide for
electronic and printed provider directories; to require certain information in
provider directories; to grant enforcement authority to the Commissioner; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SR 842. By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th,
VanNess of the 43rd, Hill of the 32nd and others:

A RESOLUTION Creating the Senate Study Committee on the Legislative
Process; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.
SR 847. By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Mr. L. Wesley Smith and dedicating an
intersection in his memory; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:
Mr. President:

The Committee on Finance has had under consideration the following legislation and has
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following recommendation:

SR 604 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Hill of the 32nd District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Health and Human Services has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 273 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Unterman of the 45th District, Chairman
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Mr. President:

The Committee on Public Safety has had under consideration the following legislation
and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 270 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Harper of the 7th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Regulated Industries and Utilities has had under consideration the
following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the
following recommendation:

SB 264 Do Pass by substitute
SR 135 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Jeffares of the 17th District, Chairman

The following communications were received by the Secretary:

To:  David Cook, Secretary of the Senate
From: Sen. Steve Henson

Re:  Minority Report on SB 264

Date: January 27, 2016

Mr. Secretary:

Pursuant to Senate Rule 2-1.6, I hereby give notice that I will introduce a minority report
to be read along with the majority report of Senate Bill 264.

/s/ Stephen B. Henson
Sen. Steve Henson, 41st District
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To:  David Cook, Secretary of the Senate
From: Sen. Steve Henson

Re:  Minority Report on SR 135

Date: January 27, 2016

Mr. Secretary:

Pursuant to Senate Rule 2-1.6, I hereby give notice that I will introduce a minority report
to be read along with the majority report of Senate Resolution 135.

/s/ Steve Henson 41st
Sen. Steve Henson, 41st District

The following legislation was read the second time:

HB 51 SB 193 SB 199 SB 243

Senator Millar of the 40th asked unanimous consent that Senator McKoon of the 29th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator McKoon was excused.

Senator Butler of the 55th asked unanimous consent that Senator Lucas of the 26th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Lucas was excused.

Senator Rhett of the 33rd asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Mullis
Beach Hill, Judson Parent
Bethel Hufstetler Rhett

Black Jackson, B Seay

Burke Jackson, L Shafer
Butler James Sims
Cowsert Jeffares Stone

Crane Jones, B Thompson, B
Davenport Jones, E Thompson, C
Fort Jones, H Unterman
Ginn Kennedy VanNess
Harbin Kirk Walker
Harbison Ligon Watson
Harper Martin Wilkinson
Heath Millar Williams, T

Hill, H
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Not answering were Senators:

Dugan Gooch Henson
Lucas (Excused) McKoon (Excused) Miller
Orrock (Excused) Tate Tippins
Williams, M.

The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators: ~ Dugan of the 30th Henson of the 41st Tate of the 38th
Gooch of the 51st

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Jackson of the 2nd introduced the chaplain of the day, Presiding Elder James E.
Taylor of Savannah, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Jones of the 25th recognized Putnam County Charter School System on receiving
the Charter System Innovation Award, commended by SR 817, adopted previously.
Superintendent Eric Arena addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Beach of the 21st recognized Fulton County Charter School System on being
named the 2015 Charter System of the Year, commended by SR 816, adopted previously.
Interim Superintendent Kenneth Zeff addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Watson of the 1st recognized the STEM Academy at Bartlett and honored them
on their Future of Education Technology Conference STEM Excellence Award,
commended by SR 813, adopted previously. Principal Peter Ulrich addressed the Senate
briefly.

Senator Gooch of the 51st recognized the University of North Georgia softball team,
commended by SR 728, adopted previously. UNG President Dr. Bonita Jacobs and Head
Coach Mike Davenport addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Jackson of the 2nd recognized and honored Mr. Ernie Lee, 2016 Georgia Teacher
of the Year, commended by SR 831, adopted previously. Mr. Ernie Lee addressed the
Senate briefly.

Senator Jackson of the 2nd introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Daniel Most.
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Senator VanNess of the 43rd recognized and honored Georgia State Trooper First Class
Nathan Bradley, Georgia State Patrol Corporal Richard Thacker, and Morgan County
Sheriff Robert Markley, commended by SR 792, adopted previously. Trooper Nathan
Bradley addressed the Senate briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 839.

SR 840.

SR 841.

SR 843.

SR 844.

SR 845.

By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION commending the Epidemiology Section of the Georgia
Department of Public Health and recognizing March 24, 2016, as World
Tuberculosis Day; and for other purposes.

By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 9, 2016, as Skin Cancer Awareness
Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Martin of the 9th, Unterman of the 45th and Shafer of the 48th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Lawrenceville's Police Chief
L. Randy Johnson on being named the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police
2015 Outstanding Chief of the Year; and for other purposes.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Ginn of the 47th, Gooch of the 51st, Bethel of
the 54th, Miller of the 49th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending the Georgia Senate and the Georgia Economic
Developers Association on their efforts to improve the economic development
climate of the State of Georgia; and for other purposes.

By Senator Orrock of the 36th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 3, 2016, as High Performance Healthy
Schools Day at the capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Harper of the 7th, Jones II of the 22nd, Albers of the 56th, Mullis
of the 53rd, Watson of the 1st and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring and commending the firefighters of Georgia and
recognizing February 2, 2016, as the 44th annual Firefighters Recognition Day
at the capitol; and for other purposes.
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SR 846. By Senators Jackson of the 2nd and Watson of the 1st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Mr. David Leonard Campbell, St.; and for other
purposes.

Senator Hill of the 32nd asked unanimous consent that the following resolution be
withdrawn from the Senate Committee on Appropriations and committed to the Special
Joint Committee on Revenue Structure:

SR 756. By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Hill of the 6th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Williams of
the 27th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to provide
for prioritized funding requirements regarding certain appropriations Acts; to
provide for procedures, conditions, and limitations; to provide for the authority
of the General Assembly with respect to the foregoing; to provide for the
submission of this amendment for ratification or rejection; and for other
purposes.

The consent was granted, and SR 756 was committed to the Special Joint Committee on
Revenue Structure.

Senator Thompson of the 5th was excused for business outside the Senate Chamber.

SENATE RULES CALENDAR
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2016
TWELFTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

SB 263 Law Enforcement Officers; provide governing authority; employs sworn
police officers who are P.O.S.T certified; policies; disability in line of duty
(PUB SAF-14th)

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee

The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:

SB 263. By Senators Thompson of the 14th, Harper of the 7th, Bethel of the 54th,
Mullis of the 53rd, Shafer of the 48th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding law
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enforcement officers and agencies, so as to provide that the governing
authority of each municipality and county in this state and each board of
education which employs sworn police officers who are P.O.S.T. certified may
adopt policies under which such sworn officers, upon their retirement or upon
leaving such employment as a result of a disability arising in the line of duty,
may retain his or her weapon and badge; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill, was agreed
to.

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y Butler Y James N Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H E Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Unterman

Y Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin Y Lucas Y Walker

Y Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper E McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar Williams, M
Y Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 50, nays 1.

SB 263, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed.
The following communications were received by the Secretary:

1-28-16

Due to business outside the Senate Chamber, I missed the vote on SB 263. Had I been
present, I would have voted “yes”.
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/s/ Unterman
District 45

1/28/16

Due to business outside the Senate Chamber, I missed the vote on SB 263. Had I been
present, I would have voted “yes”.

/s/ Lindsey Tippins
District 37

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate stand in recess until 5:00 p.m., and
then stand adjourned pursuant to SR 678 until 10:00 a.m. Monday, February 1, 2016.
The President announced the motion prevailed at 11:33 a.m.

The following messages were received from the House through Mr. Reilly, the Clerk
thereof:

Mr. President:

The House has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following Bill of the
House:

HB 742. By Representatives Knight of the 130th, Powell of the 171st, Harrell of the
106th, Carson of the 46th, Mosby of the 83rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to revise the
definition of the terms "Internal Revenue Code" and "Internal Revenue
Code of 1986" and thereby incorporate certain provisions of federal law
into Georgia law; to change certain dates for partnerships and corporations
other than Georgia Subchapter "S" corporations; to clarify certain
provisions relating to statements of wages paid; to change certain dates and
clarify provisions relating to annual and final compensation returns; to
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date and
applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Mr. President:

The House has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following Bill of the
House:
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By Representatives Ralston of the 7th, Jones of the 47th, Burns of the 159th
and England of the 116th:

A BILL to amend an Act making and providing appropriations for the State
Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2016, known as
the "General Appropriations Act," Act No. 198, approved May 12, 2015
(Ga. L. 2015, Volume One, Appendix, commencing at page 1 of 251), so as
to make, provide, and change certain appropriations for the operation of the
state government and its departments, boards, bureaus, commissions,
institutions, and other agencies, for the university system, common schools,
counties, municipalities, and political subdivisions, for all other
governmental activities, projects, and undertakings authorized by law, and
for all leases, contracts, agreements, and grants authorized by law; to
provide for the control and administration of funds; to provide an effective
date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The following communication was received by the Secretary:

Casey Cagle

OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Lieutenant Governor

January 28, 2016

Mr. David Cook
Secretary of the Senate
353 State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear David:

In accordance with Senate Rules, the Senate Committee on Assignments hereby appoints
Senator David Shafer to serve as a permanent Ex-Officio Member for the Senate
Government Oversight Committee. This appointment is effective immediately, and shall
be concurrent with Senate Term.

Sincerely,

/s/ Casey Cagle
Lt. Governor Casey Cagle
President of the Senate

Pursuant to an earlier adopted motion, the Senate stood adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Monday, February 1, 2016
Thirteenth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:09 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 303. By Senators Parent of the 42nd and Jones II of the 22nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 5 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of
Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to Brady Law
Regulations, so as to require that a gun lock be furnished to the buyer in all
retail firearm sales made by firearm dealers; to provide for criminal penalties;
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SB 304. By Senators Parent of the 42nd and Jones II of the 22nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 35-3-34 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to disclosure and dissemination of
criminal records to private persons and businesses, resulting responsibility and
liability of issuing center, and provision of certain information to the FBI in
conjunction with the National Instant Criminal Background Check System, so
as to allow for the preservation of a person's involuntary hospitalization
information received by the Georgia Crime Information Center; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.
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By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 1 of Title 31 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions relative to
health, so as to require the department to provide certain notification prior to
modification of the Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment form; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SB 306.

By Senators Martin of the 9th, Hill of the 32nd, Ginn of the 47th, Thompson of
the 14th, Stone of the 23rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 34 of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to identity theft, so as to
remove telephone notification as a permissible means of informing a person of
a potential breach of security involving personal information; to provide for a
free consumer credit report security freeze placement or removal for
individuals notified of a potential breach of security involving their personal
information; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Science and Technology.

SB 307.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Williams of the 19th, Butler of the 55th, Parent
of the 42nd and Gooch of the 51st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 32-6-51 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to erection, placement, or maintenance of
unauthorized structures within rights of way of public roads and authorization
of commercial advertisements by a transit agency, so as to provide for
definitions relative to advertising; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.

SB 308.

By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of the 46th,
Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to health, so as to establish the Positive Alternatives for
Pregnancy and Parenting Grant Program; to provide for a purpose; to provide
for definitions; to provide for administration and duties; to provide for grant
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services; to provide criteria; to provide for record maintenance and reporting;
to provide for reports to the General Assembly; to provide for funding; to
provide for redesignation of certain Code provisions and conforming changes;
to expand authorized expenditure of contributed funds; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SB 309.

By Senators Jones of the 25th, Bethel of the 54th, Hill of the 6th, Jeffares of
the 17th, Mullis of the 53rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 14 of Article 6 of Chapter 2 of
Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to certain
programs and activities under the "Quality Basic Education Act," so as to
provide that high schools that receive state funding cannot participate in an
athletic association which prohibits religious expression on the clothing of
student athletes; to provide that high schools that receive state funding cannot
participate in an athletic association which prohibits member schools from
organizing and playing scrimmage matches, games, or other athletic
competitions with nonmember schools; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 310.

By Senators Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Martin of the 9th, Hill of the 6th, Shafer of
the 48th, Albers of the 56th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 1 of Title 20 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions relative to
education, so as to prohibit the implementation of certain grants affecting
education policy regarding pre-kindergarten through grade 12 education until a
written analysis is provided and the grant terms are ratified by the General
Assembly; to provide for a definition; to provide for a short title; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SR 849.

By Senators James of the 35th, Davenport of the 44th, Rhett of the 33rd, Tate
of the 38th and Henson of the 41st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Mr. Walter Frazier, Jr., and dedicating a road in
his honor; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
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SR 863. By Senator Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing United States military veterans of the Vietnam
War and dedicating a bridge in their honor; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
The following House legislation was read the first time and referred to committee:

HB 742. By Representatives Knight of the 130th, Powell of the 171st, Harrell of the
106th, Carson of the 46th, Mosby of the 83rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to revenue and taxation, so as to revise the definition of the
terms "Internal Revenue Code" and "Internal Revenue Code of 1986" and
thereby incorporate certain provisions of federal law into Georgia law; to
change certain dates for partnerships and corporations other than Georgia
Subchapter "S" corporations; to clarify certain provisions relating to statements
of wages paid; to change certain dates and clarify provisions relating to annual
and final compensation returns; to provide for related matters; to provide for an
effective date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

HB 750. By Representatives Ralston of the 7th, Jones of the 47th, Burns of the 159th
and England of the 116th:

A BILL to amend an Act making and providing appropriations for the State
Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2016, known as the
"General Appropriations Act," Act No. 198, approved May 12, 2015 (Ga. L.
2015, Volume One, Appendix, commencing at page 1 of 251), so as to make,
provide, and change certain appropriations for the operation of the state
government and its departments, boards, bureaus, commissions, institutions,
and other agencies, for the university system, common schools, counties,
municipalities, and political subdivisions, for all other governmental activities,
projects, and undertakings authorized by law, and for all leases, contracts,
agreements, and grants authorized by law; to provide for the control and
administration of funds; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Appropriations.
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The following legislation was read the second time:

SB 264 SB 270 SB 273 SR 604

Senator Rhett of the 33rd asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

Senator Wilkinson of the 50th asked unanimous consent that Senators Ginn of the 47th
and Gooch of the 51st be excused. The consent was granted, and Senators Ginn and
Gooch were excused.

Senator Albers of the 56th asked unanimous consent that Senator Williams of the 19th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Williams was excused.

Senator Harbison of the 15th asked unanimous consent that Senator Thompson of the Sth
be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Thompson was excused.

Senator Jones of the 25th asked unanimous consent that Senator Stone of the 23rd be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Stone was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Millar
Beach Hill, Judson Miller
Bethel Hufstetler Mullis
Black Jackson, B Parent
Burke Jackson, L Rhett

Butler James Seay
Cowsert Jeffares Sims

Crane Jones, B Tate
Davenport Jones, E Thompson, B
Dugan Jones, H Tippins

Fort Kennedy Unterman
Harbin Kirk VanNess
Harbison Ligon Walker
Harper Lucas Watson
Heath Martin Wilkinson
Henson McKoon Williams, M

Hill, H
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Not answering were Senators:

Ginn (Excused) Gooch (Excused) Orrock (Excused)
Shafer Stone (Excused) Thompson, C. (Excused)
Williams, T. (Excused)

The following members were off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wish to be recorded as present:

Senators: Shafer of the 48th Williams of the 19th Gooch of the 51st
Thompson of the 5th

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Kennedy of the 18th introduced the chaplain of the day, Reverend Herb Flanders
of Thomaston, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Jackson of the 24th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Bruce M. LeClair.

Senator Martin of the 9th recognized the student leaders of the Georgia Institute of
Technology and declared February 1, 2016, as Georgia Tech Student Day at the capitol,
commended by SR 803, adopted previously. President Bud Peterson and Student Body
President Jen Abrams addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Butler of the 55th recognized Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., for its continued
commitment to public service and its collective contributions in helping to make the State
of Georgia a better place to live and work and declared February 1, 2016, as Delta Day at
the state capitol, commended by SR 823, adopted previously. Southern Regional
Director Cheryl W. Turner addressed the Senate briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:
SR 848. By Senator Unterman of the 45th:
A RESOLUTION commending public health nurses; and for other purposes.

SR 850. By Senators James of the 35th, Davenport of the 44th, Rhett of the 33rd, Jones
of the 10th, Harbison of the 15th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Ms. Nadine Mathews Lawson; and for other
purposes.
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SR 851.

SR 852.

SR 853.

SR 854.

SR 855.

SR 856.
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By Senators Tippins of the 37th, Unterman of the 45th, Sims of the 12th,
Harbison of the 15th, Butler of the 55th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Georgia State University and recognizing
February 3, 2016, as Georgia State University Day at the state capitol; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Jones of the 25th, Jeffares of the 17th, VanNess of the 43rd and
Millar of the 40th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the South River Watershed Alliance; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Parent of the 42nd, Bethel of the 54th, Miller of the 49th, Orrock
of the 36th, Hufstetler of the 52nd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the State YMCA of Georgia
and its Center for Civic Engagement and "Y" Club programs which sponsor
Youth Assembly among other programs that cultivate youth civic engagement;
and for other purposes.

By Senator Tate of the 38th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Isaiah Rogers for his outstanding
accomplishments in shot put and discus; and for other purposes.

By Senators Dugan of the 30th, Bethel of the 54th, Williams of the 19th,
Hufstetler of the 52nd, Stone of the 23rd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 29, 2016, as REACH Georgia Day at
the state capitol and commending the REACH Georgia program coordinators,
mentors, academic coaches, and supporters for their dedicated service to the
lives of our REACH Scholars; and for other purposes.

By Senators Kennedy of the 18th, Williams of the 19th, Cowsert of the 46th,
Shafer of the 48th, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Trooper Carlos Searcy; and
for other purposes.
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By Senators Kennedy of the 18th, Jones of the 25th, Walker III of the 20th,
Rhett of the 33rd, Beach of the 21st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the Macon Judicial Circuit's
Veterans Treatment Court; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jones of the 25th, Bethel of the 54th, Harper of the 7th, Wilkinson
of the 50th, Ginn of the 47th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Mr. Thomas Antonio Davis and recognizing
May 8, 2016, as Thomas Davis Day; and for other purposes.

By Senators Jones of the 25th, Bethel of the 54th, Harper of the 7th, Wilkinson
of the 50th, Ginn of the 47th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Mr. Benjamin Watson on his extraordinary
accomplishments as a football player and for his public service; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Cowsert of the 46th, Unterman of the 45th, Mullis of the 53rd,
Hill of the 6th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 4, 2016, as Prostate Cancer
Awareness Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senator Tate of the 38th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Anne C. Forsyth and
recognizing the Stouffer Scholars; and for other purposes.

SENATE RULES CALENDAR
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2016
THIRTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council; include

Commissioners of Juvenile Justice/Natural Resources as voting members
(PUB SAF-7th)

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee
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The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:

SB 279. By Senators Harper of the 7th, Albers of the 56th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Dugan
of the 30th, Williams of the 27th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 8 of Title 35 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to employment and training of peace
officers, so as to include the commissioner of juvenile justice and the
commissioner of natural resources as voting members of the Georgia Peace
Officer Standards and Training Council; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill, was agreed
to.

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

N Butler Y James Y Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares E Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B N Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H E Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

E Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

E Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin Y Lucas Y Walker

Y Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper Y McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
N Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 49, nays 3.

SB 279, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed.
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The following communication was received by the Secretary:
2/1/16

Due to business outside the Senate Chamber, I missed the vote on SB 279. Had I been
present, I would have voted “yes”.

/s/ C. Thompson
District 5

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Tuesday,
February 2, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:07 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Tuesday, February 2, 2016
Fourteenth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:09 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 311. By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Shafer of the 48th, Mullis of the 53rd, Hill of
the 6th, Harper of the 7th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 10 of Title 12 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to interstate compacts and conservation
and natural resources, so as to enact the Interstate Power Compact; to provide
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and the Environment.

SB 312. By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Hill of the 32nd, Martin of the 9th, Wilkinson
of the 50th, VanNess of the 43rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 7 of Article 7 of Chapter 3 of Title
20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to HOPE scholarships
and grants, so as to revise a definition; to establish minimum HOPE award
amounts; to provide for related matters; to provide for effective dates; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 313. By Senators Beach of the 21st, Butler of the 55th, Mullis of the 53rd, Williams
of the 19th and Hill of the 6th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act known as the "Metropolitan
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 1965," approved March 10, 1965 (Ga.
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L. 1965, p. 2243), as amended, so as to provide that property of the Authority
not used for transportation or rapid transit purposes shall be subject to local
planning and zoning requirements; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

SB 314.

By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Hufstetler of the 52nd and Burke of the
11th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 26 of Title 43 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to nurses, so as to revise certain
provisions relating to advanced nursing practice; to provide for changes to the
roles and definitions of advanced nursing practice and advanced practice
registered nurses; to provide for renewal of licenses; to revise certain criminal
background check requirements; to provide that a criminal background check is
part of the renewal process; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SB 315.

By Senators Williams of the 27th and Gooch of the 51st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to create the Forsyth County
Public Facilities Authority, approved May 1, 2008 (Ga. L. 2008, p. 3637), as
amended, particularly by an Act approved April 10, 2014 (Ga. L. 2014, p.
3944), so as to revise a definition; to provide a monetary limitation; to provide
for related matters; to provide an effective date and severability; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:

Mr. President:

The Committee on Finance has had under consideration the following legislation and has
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following recommendation:

HB 742

Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Hill of the 32nd District, Chairman
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Mr. President:

The Committee on Health and Human Services has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 230 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Unterman of the 45th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Science and Technology has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SR 360 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Thompson of the 14th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations has had under
consideration the following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to
the Senate with the following recommendation:

HB 641 Do Pass
HB 794 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Albers of the 56th District, Chairman

Senator Crane of the 28th asked unanimous consent that Senator McKoon of the 29th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator McKoon was excused.

Senator Thompson of the 14th asked unanimous consent that Senator Hill of the 32nd be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Hill was excused.

Senator Rhett of the 33rd asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.
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The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:
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Albers Henson Parent

Beach Hill, H Rhett

Bethel Hill, Jack Seay

Black Hufstetler Shafer

Burke Jackson, B Sims

Butler Jackson, L Stone
Cowsert James Tate

Crane Jeffares Thompson, B
Davenport Jones, B Thompson, C
Dugan Jones, E Tippins

Fort Jones, H Unterman
Ginn Kennedy VanNess
Gooch Kirk Walker
Harbin Ligon Watson
Harbison Martin Wilkinson
Harper Millar Williams, M
Heath Mullis Williams, T
Not answering were Senators:

Hill, Judson (Excused) Lucas McKoon (Excused)
Miller Orrock (Excused)

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Heath of the 31st introduced the chaplain of the day, Dr. J. Robert White of
Duluth, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Parent of the 42nd introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Helen M. Ward.

Senator Kennedy of the 18th recognized the Macon Judicial Circuit's Veterans Treatment
Court, commended by SR 857, adopted previously. Judge Tilman E. Self III and David
Hubbard, first graduate of the program, addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Parent of the 42nd honored Girl Scouts on the occasion of its 100th anniversary,
commended by SR 705, adopted previously. CEO Amy S. Dosik addressed the Senate
briefly.

Senator Hill of the 6th recognized the profound impact dyslexia has on education and all
aspects of life, commended by SR 743, adopted previously. Attorney Alicia C. Gant
addressed the Senate briefly.
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Senator Hill of the 4th recognized University of Georgia Blue Key Day. Senator Bethel
of the 54th addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Wilkinson of the 50th recognized the week of February 1-5, 2016, as National
School Counseling Week, commended by SR 732, adopted previously. Georgia School
Counselor Association President Brent Henderson addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Harper of the 7th recognized the firefighters of Georgia and declared February 2,
2016, as the 44th annual Firefighters Recognition Day at the capitol, commended by SR
845, adopted previously. Assistant Chief Gary McGhee addressed the Senate briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 861. By Senator Bethel of the 54th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Rana Elyse Mashburn; and
for other purposes.

SR 865. By Senator Sims of the 12th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Mr. Ozell Ulysses Barlow,
Jr.; and for other purposes.

SR 866. By Senators Hill of the 4th, Hill of the 32nd, Jackson of the 24th, Williams of
the 19th, Hufstetler of the 52nd and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Special Agent Staff
Sergeant Chester J. McBride III; and for other purposes.

SR 867. By Senators Hill of the 6th, Hill of the 32nd, Mullis of the 53rd and Jones of
the 25th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the Westminster Schools'
varsity football team; and for other purposes.

SR 868. By Senators James of the 35th, Dugan of the 30th and Rhett of the 33rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Douglas County School System and
commending it for its increased graduation rates; and for other purposes.

SR 869. By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Dugan of the 30th, Thompson of the 14th, Hill of
the 6th, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Commander Axel W. Spens for his
outstanding service with the United States Navy; and for other purposes.
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SR 870. By Senators Miller of the 49th, Wilkinson of the 50th, Bethel of the 54th, Ginn
of the 47th, Gooch of the 51st and others:

A RESOLUTION encouraging the United States House of Representatives to
designate the Federal Building and United States Courthouse located at 121
Spring Street SE, in Gainesville, Georgia, as the Sidney Olsin Smith, Jr.,
Federal Building and United States Courthouse; and for other purposes.

SR 871. By Senators Jeffares of the 17th, Jones of the 10th, Mullis of the 53rd, Beach
of the 21st, Davenport of the 44th and others:

A RESOLUTION commending Atlanta Motor Speedway for stimulating the
economy and providing entertainment and enjoyment to NASCAR fans across
the State of Georgia and recognizing February 25, 2016, as Atlanta Motor
Speedway Day at the capitol; and for other purposes.

SR 872. By Senators Fort of the 39th, Tate of the 38th, Davenport of the 44th, Seay of
the 34th, Parent of the 42nd and others:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life and memory of Reverend Willie Bolden;
and for other purposes.

Senator Bethel of the 54th asked unanimous consent that the following bill be withdrawn
from the Senate Committee on Education and Youth and committed to the Senate
Committee on Higher Education:

SB 312.
By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Hill of the 32nd, Martin of the 9th, Wilkinson
of the 50th, VanNess of the 43rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 7 of Article 7 of Chapter 3 of Title
20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to HOPE scholarships
and grants, so as to revise a definition; to establish minimum HOPE award
amounts; to provide for related matters; to provide for effective dates; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The consent was granted, and SB 312 was committed to the Senate Committee on Higher
Education.

The following Senators were excused for business outside the Senate Chamber:

Henson of the 41st Sims of the 12th
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The following local, uncontested legislation, favorably reported by the committee as
listed on the Local Consent Calendar, was put upon its passage:

SENATE LOCAL CONSENT CALENDAR

Tuesday February 2, 2016
Fourteenth Legislative Day

(The names listed are the Senators whose districts are affected by the legislation.)

HB 641

HB 794

Harbin of the 16th
SPALDING COUNTY

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the governing authority of
Spalding County to levy an excise tax pursuant to subsection (b) of
Code Section 48-13-51 of the O.C.G.A.; to provide procedures,
conditions, and limitations; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Harbison of the 15th
MACON COUNTY

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide that the judge of the Probate
Court of Macon County shall also serve as the chief magistrate judge
of the Magistrate Court of Macon County on and after January 1,
2017; to provide for the continuation in office and expiration of term
of the current chief magistrate judge; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the local legislation
as reported, was agreed to.

On the passage of the legislation, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers

Y Beach

Y Bethel

Y Black

Y Burke

Y Butler

Y Cowsert
Y Crane

Y Davenport

Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

E Hill, Judson Parent

Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y James E Sims

Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
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Y Dugan Y Jones, H Y Thompson, C
Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman
Gooch Y Ligon VanNess

Y Harbin Lucas Y Walker

Y Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper E McKoon Y Wilkinson

N Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M

E Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T

Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the local legislation, the yeas were 46, nays 1.

The legislation on the Local Consent Calendar, having received the requisite
constitutional majority, was passed.

Senator Tate of the 38th asked unanimous consent that Senator Lucas of the 26th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Lucas was excused.

SENATE RULES CALENDAR
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2016
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

SB 193 Crimes and Offenses; family violence battery; change penalty provisions
(Substitute)(JUDYNC-54th)

SB 243 Georgia Judicial Retirement System; preservation of rights by certain
persons; change certain provisions (RET-4th)

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee

The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:

SB 193. By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Stone of the 23rd, Kennedy of the 18th, Parent
of the 42nd, Unterman of the 45th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 16-5-23.1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to battery, so as to change penalty
provisions relating to family violence battery; to provide for a definition; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
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The Senate Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil offered the following substitute to SB 193:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Code Section 16-5-23.1 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
battery, so as to change penalty provisions relating to family violence battery; to provide
for a definition; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Code Section 16-5-23.1 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to battery, is
amended by revising subsection (f) as follows:

"(f)(1) As used in this subsection, the term 'household member' means H-the-offense

of-battery-is—committed-between past or present spouses, persons who are parents of

the same child, parents and children, stepparents and stepchildren, foster parents and

foster children, or other persons living or formerly living in the same household;-then

such offense.

(2) 1If the offense of battery is committed between household members, it shall

constitute the offense of family violence battery and shall be punished as follows:
H(A) Upon a first conviction of family violence battery, the defendant shall be
guilty of and punished for a misdemeanor; provided, however, that if the defendant
has previously been convicted of a forcible felony committed between household
members under the laws of this state, of the United States, including the laws of its
territories, possessions or dominions, or any of the several states, or of any foreign
nation recognized by the United States, which if committed in this state would have
constituted a forcible felony committed between household members, he or she shall
be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one
nor more than five years; and
)(B) Upon a second or subsequent conviction of family violence battery against
the same or another victim, the defendant shall be guilty of a felony and shall be
punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years.

(3) In no event shall this subsection be applicable to reasonable corporal punishment

administered by parent to child."

SECTION 2.
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

On the adoption of the substitute, there were no objections, and the committee substitute
was adopted.
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On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

Y Beach E Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y Butler Y James E Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H Y Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

Y Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin E Lucas Y Walker

Y Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper E McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
E Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 51, nays O.
SB 193, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed by substitute.
The following Senators were excused for business outside the Senate Chamber:

Martin of the 9th Williams of the 27th

SB 243. By Senators Hill of the 4th and Shafer of the 48th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 23 of Title 47 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the Georgia Judicial Retirement
System, so as to change certain provisions relating to preservation of rights by
certain persons; to provide for membership in the system for certain persons in
a full-time position requiring admission to the State Bar of Georgia as a
condition of employment; to provide for an irrevocable election; to provide for
a transfer of funds; to provide for creditable service; to provide for calculation
of benefits; to change certain provisions relating to definitions; to provide a
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legislative purpose; to provide conditions for an effective date and automatic
repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The following Fiscal Notes, as required by law, were read by the Secretary:

N 74

Department of Audits and Accounts
270 Washington Street, S.W., Suite 1-156
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-8400

GREG S. GRIFFIN
State Auditor
(404) 656-2174

March 24, 2015

The Honorable Jack Hill
State Senator

State Capitol, Room 234
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

SUBJECT: State Auditor's Certification
Senate Bill 243 (LC 21 3828)

Dear Senator Hill;

This bill would amend provisions relating membership in the Georgia Judicial
Retirement System. Specifically, this bill would allow any person who is a member of
the Employees' Retirement System and is employed as Legislative Counsel in a full-time
position requiring admission to the State Bar of Georgia to make an irrevocable election
to become a member of the Georgia Judicial Retirement System. Any eligible person
wishing to become a member of the System must notify the Board no later than
December 31, 2016, or within 90 days of employment. Upon such notification, the
Employees' Retirement System would be required to transfer all employee and employer
contributions, plus interest, to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System_ Persons
transferring to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System would receive creditable service
for actual years of service as a member of the Employees' Retirement System_

Additionally, this bill would allow any person who was employed as Legislative
Counsel on June 30, 2016 in a full-time position requiring admission to the State Bar of
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Georgia and is a member of the Georgia Judicial Retirement System to remain a
member of the System.

Under the provisions of this bill, eligible persons who elect to join or remain in the
Georgia Judicial Retirement System will be covered under the provisions applicable to
solicitors-general. However, retirement benefits will be calculated using the average
earnable monthly compensation of the member.

This is to certify that this bill is a fiscal retirement bill as defined in the Public
Retirement Systems Standards Law.

Respectfully,

/s/ Greg S. Griffin
State Auditor

/I"

Department of Audits and Accounts
270 Washington Street, S.W., Suite 1-156
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-8400

GREG S. GRIFFIN
State Auditor
(404) 656-2174
September 18, 2015

Honorable Chuck Hufstetler, Chairman

Senate Retirement Committee

Coverdell Legislative Office Building, Room 302-A
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

SUBJECT: Actuarial Investigation
Senate Bill 243 (LC 21 3828)
Employees’ Retirement System
Georgia Judicial Retirement System

Dear Chairman Hufstetler:

This bill would amend provisions relating to membership in the Georgia Judicial
Retirement System. Specifically, this bill would allow any person who is a member of
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the Employees’ Retirement System and is employed as Legislative Counsel in a full-time
position requiring admission to the State Bar of Georgia to make an irrevocable election
to become a member of the Georgia Judicial Retirement System. Any eligible person
wishing to become a member of the System must notify the Board no later than
December 1, 2016 or within 90 days of employment. Upon such notification, the
Employees’ Retirement System would be required to transfer all employee and employer
contributions, plus interest, to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System. Persons
transferring to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System would receive creditable service
for actual years of service as a member of the Employees’ Retirement System.
Additionally, this bill would allow any person who was employed as Legislative Counsel
on June 30, 2016 in a full-time position requiring admission to the State Bar of Georgia
and is a member of the Georgia Judicial Retirement System to remain a member of such
System.

Currently, there are seven active members of the Employees’ Retirement System who
would be eligible to transfer to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System under the
provisions of this legislation. This bill would not result in any additional cost to the
Employees’ Retirement System since the System is only required to transfer the
employee and employer contributions, plus interest, made by or on behalf of the seven
members transferring to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System. There would be no
increase in the unfunded actuarial accrued liability or the employer contribution rate as a
result of this legislation. The estimate is based on current member data, actuarial
assumptions and actuarial methods. It should be noted that changes in any of these
variables could affect the cost of this legislation. Any future costs would be paid through
State appropriations.

The cost to the Georgia Judicial Retirement System would be $50,000 in the first year in
order to meet the concurrent funding requirements of O.C.G.A. §47-20-50. The first year
cost represents .09% of the current projected payroll of $56,000,000 and is the amount
required each year for the next 20 years to amortize the unfunded actuarial accrued
liability. This cost estimate is based on the assumption that all seven eligible persons
transfer into the Georgia Judicial Retirement System. This estimate is based on current
member data, actuarial assumptions, and actuarial methods. It should be noted that
changes in any of these variables could affect the cost of this legislation. Any future
costs would be paid through State appropriations.

The following is a summary of the relevant findings of the actuarial investigations for this
bill pursuant to a request by the Senate Retirement Committee. The investigations were
to be conducted according to O.C.G.A. §47-20-36, which outlines the factors to be
considered in an actuarial investigation. The figures are based on employee data and the
most recent actuarial assumptions and methods.
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Emplovyees’ Retirement System

(D The amount of the unfunded actuarial accrued liability which
will result from the bill. $ 0

2) The amount of the annual amortization of the unfunded
actuarial accrued liability which will result from the bill. $ 0

3) The number of years that the unfunded actuarial accrued
liability created by this bill would be amortized. N/A

4) The amount of the annual normal cost which will result from
the bill. $ 0

5) The employer contribution rate currently in effect for Non-
GSEPS Members. 24.69% *

(6) The employer contribution rate recommended for Non-GSEPS
Members (in conformity with minimum funding standards
specified in Code Section 47-20-10). 24.69%

(7) The employer contribution rate currently in effect for GSEPS
Members. 21.69%*

(8) The employer contribution rate recommended for GSEPS
Members (in conformity with minimum funding standards
specified in Code Section 47-20-10). 21.69%

) The total dollar amount of the increase in the annual employer

contribution which is necessary to maintain the retirement

system in an actuarially sound condition. $ 0
*This rate represents the employer contribution rate that has been recommended by the actuary
beginning July 1, 2016 in order to meet the minimum funding standards.

Georgia Judicial Retirement System

(D The amount of the unfunded actuarial accrued liability which
will result from the bill. $ 390,000

2) The amount of the annual amortization of the unfunded
actuarial accrued liability which will result from the bill. $ 50,000

3) The number of years that the unfunded actuarial accrued
liability created by this bill would be amortized. 20

4 The amount of the annual normal cost which will result from
the bill. $ 0
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4) The employer contribution rate currently in effect for the
Georgia Judicial Retirement System 10.48% *

(6) The employer contribution rate recommended for the Georgia
Judicial Retirement System (in conformity with minimum
funding standards specified in Code Section 47-20-10). 10.57%

7 The total dollar amount of the increase in the annual employer

contribution which is necessary to maintain the retirement

system in an actuarially sound condition. $ 50,000
*This rate represents the employer contribution rate that has been recommended by the actuary
beginning July 1, 2016 in order to meet the minimum funding standards.

It should be noted that any subsequent changes in the retirement bill will invalidate the
actuarial investigation and the findings included therein.

Respectfully,

/s/ Greg S. Griffin
State Auditor

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill, was agreed
to.

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

Y Beach E Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y Butler Y James Y Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H Y Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

Y Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin E Lucas Y Walker

Y Harbison E Martin Y Watson

Y Harper E McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar E Williams, M
E Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis
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On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 50, nays O.
SB 243, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Wednesday,
February 3, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:52 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Wednesday, February 3, 2016
Fifteenth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:13 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to
committee:

SB 316. By Senators Gooch of the 51st, Mullis of the 53rd, Harper of the 7th, Beach of
the 21st and Ginn of the 47th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 16-12-60 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to rules and regulations relative to bingo,
so as to remove the daily permissible prize limitation while preserving the
weekly permissible prize limitation; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SB 317. By Senators Gooch of the 51st, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Mullis of the 53rd, Harper
of the 7th and Wilkinson of the 50th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 44-12-300 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to tribes, bands, groups, or communities
recognized by this state as legitimate American Indian tribes, so as to add a
new tribe and to correct address information; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Government Oversight.

SB 318. By Senators Jeffares of the 17th, Millar of the 40th, Stone of the 23rd,
VanNess of the 43rd, Beach of the 21st and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elections and primaries generally, so as
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to provide for the nonpartisan election of district attorneys, sheriffs, coroners,
tax commissioners, and clerks of superior court; to provide for the qualifying
for such offices; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Ethics.

SB 319.

By Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Kirk of the 13th, Unterman of the 45th,
Henson of the 41st and Orrock of the 36th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 43-10A-3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to professional
counselors, social workers, and others, so as to revise the definition of
"professional counseling"; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SB 320.

By Senators Watson of the 1st, Harper of the 7th, Beach of the 21st, Ginn of
the 47th, Miller of the 49th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 40 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to issuance, expiration, and
renewal of licenses, so as to revise the exemptions afforded to nonresidents
who have in their immediate possession a valid driver's license issued to them
in their home state or country; to provide for certain presumptions of validity
of a driver's license issued by the driver's licensing authority of a foreign
county; to provide for exceptions; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

SB 321.

By Senators Hill of the 6th, Kirk of the 13th, Williams of the 27th, Millar of
the 40th, Jones of the 25th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Titles 10 and 50 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to commerce and trade and state government,
respectively, so as to provide protections against public disclosure of certain
information; to expand trade secrets to include certain monetary, operational,
and consumption data; to change certain provisions relating to restrictions on
public disclosure of certain customer account information; to provide for
related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development and Tourism.
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By Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Henson of the 41st, Davenport of the 44th,
Fort of the 39th and James of the 35th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 20 and Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to education and law enforcement
officers and agencies, respectively, so as to require certain persons with arrest
powers at university or college campuses to report allegations of rape to a local
law enforcement agency with concurrent jurisdiction, to hand over all
information and evidence, and to cooperate with said law enforcement agency;
to provide for penalties; to require all law enforcement agencies with
information on a sexual assault to cooperate with colleges and universities
investigating a student for said assault; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Higher Education.

SR 876.

By Senators Gooch of the 51st, Wilkinson of the 50th, Ginn of the 47th, Mullis
of the 53rd, Harper of the 7th and others:

A RESOLUTION creating the Joint High-Speed Broadband Communications
Access for all Georgians Study Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development and Tourism.

SR 883.

By Senators Beach of the 21st, Thompson of the 14th, Gooch of the 51st, Jones
IT of the 22nd and Parent of the 42nd:

A RESOLUTION creating the Joint Study Committee on Industry Incentives
for Financial Technologies and the Payment Processing Industry; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development and Tourism.

SR 892.

By Senators Walker III of the 20th, Hill of the 4th, Kennedy of the 18th, Lucas
of the 26th, Black of the 8th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Governor Sonny Perdue and dedicating a road
in his honor; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
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SR 893. By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Private Lonnie S. Rhinehart and
dedicating an intersection in his memory; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.

The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:
Mr. President:

The Committee on Banking and Financial Institutions has had under consideration the
following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the
following recommendation:

SB 283 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Jones of the 25th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Economic Development and Tourism has had under consideration the
following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the
following recommendation:

SR 113 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Beach of the 21st District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Judiciary has had under consideration the following legislation and
has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 207 Do Pass by substitute
SB 255 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator McKoon of the 29th District, Chairman



178 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

Mr. President:

The Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 278 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Stone of the 23rd District, Chairman

Mr. President:
The Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General) has had under
consideration the following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to

the Senate with the following recommendation:

HB 73 Do Pass
SB 274 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Albers of the 56th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Transportation has had under consideration the following legislation
and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 307 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Williams of the 19th District, Chairman

The following legislation was read the second time:
HB 742 SB 230

Senator Harbison of the 15th asked unanimous consent that Senator Thompson of the Sth
be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Thompson was excused.

Senator Bethel of the 54th asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.
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The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, H Miller
Beach Hill, Jack Mullis
Bethel Hill, Judson Parent
Black Hufstetler Rhett

Burke Jackson, B Seay

Butler Jackson, L Shafer
Cowsert James Sims

Crane Jeffares Stone
Davenport Jones, B Tate

Dugan Jones, E Thompson, B
Fort Jones, H Tippins
Ginn Kennedy Unterman
Gooch Kirk VanNess
Harbin Ligon Walker
Harbison Lucas Watson
Harper Martin Wilkinson
Heath McKoon Williams, M
Henson Millar Williams, T

Not answering were Senators:
Orrock (Excused) Thompson, C. (Excused)

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Jones of the 25th introduced the chaplain of the day, Dr. Benny Tate of Milner,
Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Black of the 8th recognized February 3, 2016, as 4-H Day at the state capitol;
honoring Mr. Ben Lord, Mr. Arch D. Smith, and the 2015-2016 4-H Leadership Team,
commended by SR 691, adopted previously. President Ben Lord addressed the Senate
briefly.

The following resolution was read and adopted:
SR 894. By Senator Albers of the 56th:

A RESOLUTION commemorating Mr. Robert Wheeler Hagan's service to the
Rotary Club of Roswell and the State of Georgia; and for other purposes.
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Senator Albers of the 56th recognized Mr. Robert Wheeler Hagan who addressed the
Senate briefly.

Senator Tippins of the 37th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Laura Garvey.

Senator Sims of the 12th recognized February 3, 2016, as Albany-Dougherty County Day
at the capitol and honored the Albany Area Chamber of Commerce, commended by SR
689, adopted previously. Mayor Dorothy Hubbard and Chairman Chris Cohilas
addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Tippins of the 37th recognized Georgia State University and declared February 3,
2016, as Georgia State University Day at the state capitol, commended by SR 851,
adopted previously. President Mark P. Becker addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Parent of the 42nd recognized the State YMCA of Georgia and its Center for
Civic Engagement and "Y" Club programs which sponsor Youth Assembly among other

programs that cultivate youth civic engagement, commended by SR 853, adopted
previously. Youth Governor Jackson Mitchell addressed the Senate briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 864. By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION congratulating the Gordon Lee Memorial High School Lady
Trojans softball team on their outstanding season; and for other purposes.

SR 873. By Senator Harper of the 7th:
A RESOLUTION commending Chief David Eddins and congratulating him

upon being honored with the 2015 Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs Chief of
the Year Award; and for other purposes.

SR 874. By Senator Jackson of the 2nd:
A RESOLUTION recognizing Mr. Lester Anthony; and for other purposes.
SR 875. By Senator Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Dr. Joe L. Vernon on the
occasion of his 60th pastoral anniversary; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending White County; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Seay of the 34th, Tate of the 38th, Sims of the 12th, James of the
35th, Jones II of the 22nd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 4, 2016, as Wear Red Day; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Millar of the 40th and Martin of the 9th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Justin Walters; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Millar of the 40th and Martin of the 9th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Christian Tetzlaff; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Millar of the 40th and Martin of the 9th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Stephanie Jackson; and for
other purposes.

By Senators James of the 35th, Rhett of the 33rd, Davenport of the 44th, Seay
of the 34th, Tate of the 38th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the South Fulton Chamber of Commerce on the
grand occasion of its 69th anniversary; and for other purposes.

By Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Harper of the 7th, Black of the 8th and
Ginn of the 47th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing January 17, 2016, as Georgia Agribusiness
Council's 50th Anniversary; and for other purposes.

By Senators Cowsert of the 46th, Millar of the 40th, Ginn of the 47th and
Jones of the 25th:

A RESOLUTION commending the student leaders at the University of
Georgia and recognizing February 9, 2016, as University of Georgia Day at the
state capitol; and for other purposes.
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By Senators Miller of the 49th, Wilkinson of the 50th, Dugan of the 30th,
Martin of the 9th, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 17, 2016, as State Restaurant Day at
the capitol and commending the restaurant industry of Georgia; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Harper of the 7th, Black of the 8th and
Burke of the 11th:

A RESOLUTION commending the Future Farmers of America and
recognizing February 21-28, 2016, as National Future Farmers of America

Week and February 23, 2016, as Future Farmers of America Day at the state
capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Georgia PlanFirst Class of 2016; and for
other purposes.

By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION honoring Apostle Terry and Pastor Mary Jefferson and their
work in planning the city-wide Youth Career Day; and for other purposes.

By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION commending Ms. Rose Strong and congratulating her on her
770th birthday; and for other purposes.

By Senator Harbison of the 15th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Isaiah Hugley upon receiving the 2015 Pillars
of Professional Management Award; and for other purposes.

By Senators Orrock of the 36th, Dugan of the 30th, Jones of the 10th, Bethel of
the 54th, Lucas of the 26th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing May, 2016, as National Bike Month and
Bicycle Safety Month and May 16-20, 2016, as Bike to Work Week; and for
other purposes.



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016 183

SR 896. By Senators Orrock of the 36th, Henson of the 41st, Butler of the 55th, Tate of
the 38th, Millar of the 40th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 16, 2016, as Literacy Day at the state
capitol; and for other purposes.

SR 897. By Senator Jones of the 25th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 4, 2016, as Jackson-Butts County Day
at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved to engross SB 199, which was on today's Senate
Rules Calendar.

Senator Butler of the 55th objected.

On the motion, the yeas were 27, nays 12; the motion lost, and SB 199 was not
engrossed.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate reconsider its action in defeating the
motion to engross.

On the motion, the yeas were 32, nays 15; the motion prevailed, and the motion to
engross SB 199 was reconsidered.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved to engross SB 199.

On the motion a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack N Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson N Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler N Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B N Seay

Y Burke N Jackson, L Y Shafer

N Butler N James N Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B N Tate

N Davenport N Jones, E Y Thompson, B

Y Dugan N Jones, H N Thompson, C
N Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

Y Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin N Lucas Y Walker
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N Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper Y McKoon Y Wilkinson
Y Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
N Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the motion, the yeas were 39, nays 17; the motion prevailed, and SB 199 was
engrossed.

SENATE RULES CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

SB 199 Elections; provide for a definition; prohibit certain activities within close
proximity to polling places (ETHICS-17th)

SB 273 Clinical Laboratories; provide certain nondiagnostic laboratories not
subject to state licensure as clinical laboratory (H&HS-11th)

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee

The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:

SB 199. By Senators Jeffares of the 17th, Mullis of the 53rd, Jones of the 25th, Dugan
of the 30th, Kennedy of the 18th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to primaries and elections generally, so as
to provide a definition; to prohibit certain activities within close proximity to
polling places; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill, was agreed
to.

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:
Y Albers Y Hill, Jack N Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson Y Parent
Y Bethel Y Hufstetler N Rhett



Y Black

Y Burke

N Butler

Y Cowsert

Y Crane

N Davenport

Y Dugan

N Fort
Ginn
Gooch

Y Harbin

N Harbison

Y Harper

Y Heath

N Henson

N Hill, H

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 39, nays 15.

Y Jackson, B
N Jackson, L
N James

Y Jeffares

Y Jones, B
N Jones, E
N Jones, H
Y Kennedy
Y Kirk

Y Ligon

N Lucas

Y Martin

Y McKoon
Y Millar

Y Miller

Y Mullis
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Y Seay

Y Shafer

N Sims

Y Stone

N Tate

Y Thompson, B
Y Thompson, C
Y Tippins

Y Unterman

Y VanNess

Y Walker

Y Watson

Y Wilkinson

Y Williams, M
Y Williams, T

SB 199, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed.

The following communication was received by the Secretary:

2/3/16
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Due to business outside the Senate Chamber, I missed the vote on SB 199. Had I been
present, I would have voted “yes”.

/s/ Steve Gooch

District 51

SB 273. By Senators Burke of the 11th, Jones of the 25th, Jeffares of the 17th and
VanNess of the 43rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 31-22-1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to clinical
laboratories, so as to provide that certain nondiagnostic laboratories are not
subject to state licensure as a clinical laboratory; to provide for related matters;

to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill, was agreed

to.



186

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers

Y Beach

Y Bethel

Y Black

Y Burke

Y Butler

Y Cowsert
Y Crane

Y Davenport
Y Dugan

Y Fort

Y Ginn

Y Gooch

Y Harbin
Y Harbison
Y Harper
Y Heath

Y Henson
Y Hill, H

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 56, nays 0.

Y Hill, Jack
Y Hill, Judson
Y Hufstetler
Y Jackson, B
Y Jackson, L
Y James

Y Jeffares

Y Jones, B
Y Jones, E
Y Jones, H
Y Kennedy
Y Kirk

Y Ligon

Y Lucas

Y Martin

Y McKoon
Y Millar

Y Miller

Y Mullis

Y Orrock

Y Parent

Y Rhett

Y Seay

Y Shafer

Y Sims

Y Stone

Y Tate

Y Thompson, B
Y Thompson, C
Y Tippins

Y Unterman

Y VanNess

Y Walker

Y Watson

Y Wilkinson

Y Williams, M
Y Williams, T

SB 273, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Thursday,

February 4, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 12:06 p.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Thursday, February 4, 2016
Sixteenth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:10 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following message was received from the House through Mr. Reilly, the Clerk
thereof:

Mr. President:

The House has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following Bills of the
House:

HB 402. By Representatives Lumsden of the 12th, England of the 116th, Broadrick
of the 4th, Coleman of the 97th, Dickson of the 6th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 9 of Title 33 and Chapter 9
of Title 34 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to regulation
of insurance rates and workers' compensation, respectively, so as to
encourage employers to provide work based learning opportunities for
students age 16 and older; to provide for an optional reduction in workers'
compensation premiums for employers that provide work based learning; to
provide that work based learning students are covered under workers'
compensation insurance; to establish criteria for employers providing work
based learning; to provide for legislative findings; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

HB 421. By Representatives Nimmer of the 178th, Coomer of the 14th, Dickey of
the 140th and Rogers of the 10th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 47-2-221 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to disability allowances
payable to personnel for certain disabilities arising in the line of duty, so as
to provide that community supervision officers employed by the
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Department of Community Supervision shall be entitled to certain disability
benefits; to provide conditions for an effective date and automatic repeal; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representative Carter of the 175th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 5 of Article 8 of Chapter 2 of
Title 47 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to membership
of certain law enforcement officers in the Employees' Retirement System of
Georgia, so as to provide that certain law enforcement officers may obtain
creditable service in such retirement system under certain conditions; to
define a certain term; to provide for the payment of the full actuarial value
of obtaining such creditable service; to provide for application; to provide
for related matters; to provide conditions for an effective date and
automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Tanner of the 9th, Willard of the 51st, Welch of the
110th, Caldwell of the 131st and Golick of the 40th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 32 of Title 36
of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to municipal courts
generally, so as to provide the removal of appointed municipal court judges
under certain circumstances; to provide for procedure; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Jones of the 47th, Dickey of the 140th, Nimmer of the
178th, Rogers of the 10th, Burns of the 159th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 20 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to education, so as to revise various provisions
regarding the HOPE scholarship; to include certain coursework in computer
science as optional rigor requirements; to provide for weighted scores for
certain college coursework; to clarify definitions; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to

committee:

SB 323. By Senators Dugan of the 30th, Jackson of the 24th, Miller of the 49th, Martin

of the 9th, Mullis of the 53rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 18 of Title 50 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state printing and documents, so as to
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provide for public disclosure not to be required for any documents pertaining to
an economic development project by any agency; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development and Tourism.

SB 324.

By Senator Parent of the 42nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 40-2-151 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to annual license fees for operating motor
vehicles, so as to lower the annual fee for alternative fueled vehicles; to
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SB 325.

By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Hill of the 6th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Thompson
of the 14th, Shafer of the 48th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 6 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to regulation of aeronautics, aircraft, and
airports generally, so as to provide legislative findings; to provide definitions;
to provide for preemption of prohibitions, restrictions, and regulation of the
testing or operation of unmanned aircraft systems in the State of Georgia; to
provide for the establishment of the Georgia Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Commission and its composition, duties, and activities; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Science and Technology.

SB 326.

By Senators Jeffares of the 17th, Heath of the 31st, Harper of the 7th, Tippins
of the 37th, Beach of the 21st and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 7 of Title 12 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the control of soil erosion and
sedimentation, so as to shorten the time period for permit issuance or denial by
local issuing authorities; to clarify qualification standards for erosion and
sediment control plan designers and reviewers; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Utilities.
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SB 327. By Senators Hill of the 32nd, Hill of the 6th, McKoon of the 29th, Crane of the
28th, Thompson of the 14th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 1 of Article 3 of Chapter 5 of Title
50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general authority,
duties, and procedure relative to state purchasing, so as to prohibit the state,
including all of its subdivisions and instrumentalities, from entering into
certain contracts with an individual or company unless such contracts contain a
certification that such individual or company does not presently conduct a
boycott of Israel and will not conduct such a boycott for the duration of such
contract; to exclude certain contracts from these requirements; to provide for
definitions; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Government Oversight.

SB 328. By Senators Jones of the 10th, Sims of the 12th, Davenport of the 44th,
Jackson of the 2nd, Seay of the 34th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elementary and secondary education, so
as to provide that students who are subject to compulsory attendance shall not
be assigned to an alternative education program for more than two semesters;
to provide for students to remain in an alternative education program at their
option; to remove the funding cap on alternative education programs; to
provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 329. By Senators Tippins of the 37th, Jones of the 25th, Ginn of the 47th and
Orrock of the 36th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 6 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the "Quality Basic Education
Act," so as to expand provisions relating to awarding of high school diplomas
based on certain dual credit coursework; to provide that students who earn high
school diplomas based on postsecondary coursework meet the rigor
requirements for HOPE scholarships; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Higher Education.



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2016 191

SB 330. By Senators Beach of the 21st, Butler of the 55th, Mullis of the 53rd, Hill of
the 6th, Sims of the 12th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act known as the "Metropolitan
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority Act of 1965," approved March 10, 1965 (Ga.
L. 1965, p. 2243), as amended, so as to provide for a definition; to provide for
a referendum; to provide for an additional referendum under certain conditions;
to provide for a procedure for conclusion of such tax; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
The following House legislation was read the first time and referred to committee:

HB 402. By Representatives Lumsden of the 12th, England of the 116th, Broadrick of
the 4th, Coleman of the 97th, Dickson of the 6th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 9 of Title 33 and Chapter 9 of
Title 34 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to regulation of
insurance rates and workers' compensation, respectively, so as to encourage
employers to provide work based learning opportunities for students age 16
and older; to provide for an optional reduction in workers' compensation
premiums for employers that provide work based learning; to provide that
work based learning students are covered under workers' compensation
insurance; to establish criteria for employers providing work based learning; to
provide for legislative findings; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

HB 421. By Representatives Nimmer of the 178th, Coomer of the 14th, Dickey of the
140th and Rogers of the 10th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 47-2-221 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to disability allowances payable to
personnel for certain disabilities arising in the line of duty, so as to provide that
community supervision officers employed by the Department of Community
Supervision shall be entitled to certain disability benefits; to provide conditions
for an effective date and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.



192 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

HB 690. By Representative Carter of the 175th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 5 of Article 8 of Chapter 2 of Title
47 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to membership of
certain law enforcement officers in the Employees' Retirement System of
Georgia, so as to provide that certain law enforcement officers may obtain
creditable service in such retirement system under certain conditions; to define
a certain term; to provide for the payment of the full actuarial value of
obtaining such creditable service; to provide for application; to provide for
related matters; to provide conditions for an effective date and automatic
repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Retirement.

HB 691. By Representatives Tanner of the 9th, Willard of the 51st, Welch of the 110th,
Caldwell of the 131st and Golick of the 40th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 32 of Title 36 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to municipal courts generally,
so as to provide the removal of appointed municipal court judges under certain
circumstances; to provide for procedure; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations (General).

HB 801. By Representatives Jones of the 47th, Dickey of the 140th, Nimmer of the
178th, Rogers of the 10th, Burns of the 159th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to education, so as to revise various provisions regarding
the HOPE scholarship; to include certain coursework in computer science as
optional rigor requirements; to provide for weighted scores for certain college
coursework; to clarify definitions; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Higher Education.
The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:

Mr. President:

The Committee on Science and Technology has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:
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SR 412 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Thompson of the 14th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations has had under
consideration the following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to
the Senate with the following recommendation:

SB 315 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Albers of the 56th District, Chairman

The following legislation was read the second time:

SB 207 SB 255 SB 274 SB 278 SB 283 SB 307
SR 113

The following Senators were excused for business outside the Senate Chamber:
Harbison of the 15th Thompson of the 5th

Senator Rhett of the 33rd asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

Senator Williams of the 27th asked unanimous consent that Senator Unterman of the 45th
be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Unterman was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Mullis

Beach Hill, Judson Parent

Bethel Hufstetler Rhett

Black Jackson, B Seay

Burke Jackson, L Shafer

Butler Jeffares Sims
Cowsert Jones, B Stone

Crane Jones, E Tate
Davenport Jones, H Thompson, B

Dugan Kennedy Tippins
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Fort Kirk VanNess
Gooch Ligon Walker
Harbin Lucas Watson
Harper Martin Wilkinson
Heath McKoon Williams, M
Henson Millar Williams, T
Hill, H Miller

Not answering were Senators:

Ginn Harbison (Excused) James
Orrock (Excused) Thompson, C. (Excused) Unterman (Excused)

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator James of the 35th introduced the chaplain of the day, Pastor Taffi L. Dollar of
College Park, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Fort of the 39th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Shefali Shah.

Senator James of the 35th recognized World Changers Church International on the
occasion of its 30th anniversary, commended by SR 824, adopted previously. Pastor
Creflo Dollar addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Heath of the 31st recognized Mr. James I. Casey for 50 years of leadership as the
President of the Polk County Farm Bureau, commended by SR 733, adopted previously.
President James Casey addressed the Senate briefly.

Senators Seay of the 34th and Butler of the 55th recognized February 4, 2016, as Wear
Red Day, commended by SR 878, adopted previously. Lyndsey Hopkins addressed the
Senate briefly.

Senator Jones of the 25th recognized February 4, 2016, as Jackson-Butts County Day at
the state capitol, commended by SR 897, adopted previously. Mayor Kay Pippin
addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Wilkinson of the 50th recognized February 4, 2016, as Georgia Farm Bureau
Federation Day at the state capitol, commended by SR 807, adopted previously.
President Gerald Long addressed the Senate briefly.
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The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 898.

SR 899.

SR 900.

SR 901.

SR 902.

SR 903.

SR 904.

By Senators Harper of the 7th, Ginn of the 47th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Jeffares
of the 17th, Hill of the 4th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the South Georgia-North
Florida Fire Initiative upon being honored with the 2015 National Pulaski
Award; and for other purposes.

By Senators Dugan of the 30th, VanNess of the 43rd, Hill of the 4th, Hill of
the 6th, Beach of the 21st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 4, 2016, as Catholic Day at the state
capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators Hill of the 4th and Stone of the 23rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mr. Gary Drake on the grand
occasion of his retirement from Excelsior Electric Membership Corporation;
and for other purposes.

By Senators Henson of the 41st, Fort of the 39th, Tate of the 38th, Orrock of
the 36th, Parent of the 42nd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Georgia school bus drivers for their service to
Georgia and its children; and for other purposes.

By Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Harper of the 7th, Black of the 8th and
Gooch of the 51st:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Mr. Gerald Long, the
president of Georgia Farm Bureau; and for other purposes.

By Senators Walker III of the 20th, Kennedy of the 18th and Lucas of the 26th:

A RESOLUTION commending Houston County Career Academy upon being
named the 2015 College and Career Academy of the Year; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Bethel of the 54th, Hufstetler of the 52nd and Thompson of the
14th:

A RESOLUTION commending Mohawk Industries upon being named the
2015 Business Partner of the Year; and for other purposes.
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SR 905. By Senators Beach of the 21st, Thompson of the 14th, Albers of the 56th,
Tippins of the 37th and Hill of the 6th:

A RESOLUTION honoring Sheriff Roger D. Garrison; and for other purposes.
Senator Sims of the 12th was excused for business outside the Senate Chamber.

The following local, uncontested legislation, favorably reported by the committee as
listed on the Local Consent Calendar, was put upon its passage:

SENATE LOCAL CONSENT CALENDAR

Thursday, February 4, 2016
Sixteenth Legislative Day

(The names listed are the Senators whose districts are affected by the legislation.)

SB 315 Gooch of the 51st
Williams of the 27th
FORSYTH COUNTY

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to create the Forsyth
County Public Facilities Authority, approved May 1, 2008 (Ga. L.
2008, p. 3637), as amended, particularly by an Act approved April
10, 2014 (Ga. L. 2014, p. 3944), so as to revise a definition; to
provide a monetary limitation; to provide for related matters; to
provide an effective date and severability; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the local legislation
as reported, was agreed to.

On the passage of the legislation, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock
Y Beach Hill, Judson Y Parent
Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett
Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay
Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer
Y Butler Y James E Sims
Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone
Y Crane Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
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Y Dugan Y Jones, H E Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

Y Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin Lucas Y Walker

E Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper Y McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
Y Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the local legislation, the yeas were 51, nays 0.

The legislation on the Local Consent Calendar, having received the requisite
constitutional majority, was passed.

SENATE RULES CALENDAR
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2016
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

SB 230 '‘Uniform Emergency Volunteer Health Practitioners Act'; enactment
(Substitute)(H&HS-52nd)

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee

The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:

SB 230. By Senators Hufstetler of the 52nd, Unterman of the 45th, Burke of the 11th
and Watson of the 1st:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 3 of Title 38 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to emergency management, so as to
provide for the enactment of the "Uniform Emergency Volunteer Health
Practitioners Act"; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

The Senate Committee on Health and Human Services offered the following substitute to
SB 230:
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 3 of Title 38 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
emergency management, so as to provide for the enactment of the "Uniform Emergency
Volunteer Health Practitioners Act"; to provide for definitions; to provide for
applicability to volunteer health practitioners; to provide for regulation of volunteer
health practitioners during an emergency; to provide for registration systems; to provide
for recognition of volunteer health practitioners licensed in other states; to provide that
there shall be no effect on credentialing and privileging; to provide for the provision of
volunteer health services or veterinary services; to provide for relation to other laws; to
provide for regulatory authority; to provide for limitations on civil liability; to provide for
related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 3 of Title 38 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to emergency
management, is amended by adding a new article to read as follows:

"ARTICLE 11

38-3-160.
This article shall be known and may be cited as the 'Uniform Emergency Volunteer
Health Practitioners Act.'

38-3-161.
As used in this article, the term:
(1) 'Credentialing' means obtaining, verifying, and assessing the qualifications of a
health practitioner to provide treatment, care, or services in or for a health facility.
(2) 'Disaster relief organization' means an entity that provides emergency or disaster
relief services that include health services or veterinary services provided by
volunteer health practitioners and that:
(A) Is designated or recognized as a provider of those services pursuant to a
disaster response and recovery plan adopted by an agency of the federal government
or the Georgia Emergency Management Agency; or
(B) Regularly plans and conducts its activities in coordination with an agency of the
federal government, the Department of Public Health, a local emergency
management agency, a local public health district, or the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency.
(3) 'Emergency' means an event or condition that is deemed a state of emergency or
disaster under Code Section 38-3-51, a public health emergency under Code Section
31-12-1.1, a local emergency under Code Section 36-69-2, or an emergency declared
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by a state entity or official or by a federal entity or official, if such emergency
includes the State of Georgia, under any other provision of Georgia or federal law.
(4) 'Emergency declaration' means a state of emergency or disaster declared by the
Governor pursuant to Code Section 38-3-51 or other applicable law or laws.
(5) 'Emergency Management Assistance Compact' means the interstate compact
approved by the United States Congress by Public Law No. 104-321,110 Stat. 3877
and enacted in this state as Article 5 of this chapter.
(6) 'Entity' means a person other than an individual.
(7) 'Health facility' means a hospital or other health facility licensed under Chapter 7
of Title 31, a veterinary facility as defined in paragraph (16) of Code Section 43-50-3,
or any other similar entity licensed under the laws of another state to provide health
services or veterinary services.
(8) 'Health practitioner' means an individual licensed under the laws of this or another
state to provide health services or veterinary services.
(9) 'Health services' means the provision of treatment, care, advice, or guidance, or
other services or supplies, related to the health or death of individuals or human
populations to the extent necessary to respond to an emergency, including:
(A) The following, concerning the physical or mental condition or functional status
of an individual or affecting the structure or function of the body:
(1) Preventive, diagnostic, therapeutic, rehabilitative, maintenance, or palliative
care; and
(i1) Counseling, assessment, procedures, or other services;
(B) The sale or dispensing of a drug, a device, equipment, or another item to an
individual in accordance with a prescription; and
(C) Funeral, cremation, cemetery, or other mortuary services.
(10) 'Host entity' means an entity operating in this state which uses volunteer health
practitioners to respond to an emergency.
(11) 'License' means authorization by a state to engage in health services or
veterinary services that are unlawful without such authorization. The term includes
authorization under the laws of this state to an individual to provide health services or
veterinary services based upon a national certification issued by a public or private
entity.
(12) 'Person’ means an individual, corporation, business trust, trust, partnership,
limited liability company, association, joint venture, public corporation, government
or governmental subdivision, agency, or instrumentality, or any other legal or
commercial entity.
(13) 'Privileging' means the authorizing by an appropriate authority, such as a
governing body, of a health practitioner to provide specific treatment, care, or services
at a health facility subject to limits based on factors that include license, education,
training, experience, competence, health status, and specialized skill.
(14) 'Scope of practice' means the extent of the authorization to provide health
services or veterinary services granted to a health practitioner by a license issued to
such health practitioner in the state in which the principal part of such health
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practitioner's services are rendered, including any conditions imposed by the licensing
authority.
(15) 'State' means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the United States Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States.
(16) 'Veterinary services' means the provision of treatment, care, advice, or guidance,
or other services or supplies, related to the health or death of an animal or to animal
populations to the extent necessary to respond to an emergency, including:
(A) The diagnosis, treatment, or prevention of an animal disease, injury, or other
physical or mental condition by the prescription, administration, or dispensing of
vaccines, medicine, surgery, or therapy;
(B) The use of a procedure for reproductive management; and
(C) The monitoring and treatment of animal populations for diseases that have
spread or demonstrate the potential to spread to humans.
(17) 'Volunteer health practitioner' means a health practitioner who provides health
services or veterinary services pursuant to this article at no charge to the patients
receiving such services, so long as such health practitioner does not receive
compensation in direct relation to those specific services. The term 'volunteer health
practitioner' shall not include a health practitioner who receives compensation
pursuant to a preexisting employment relationship with a host entity or affiliate which
requires such health practitioner to provide such health services to patients of such
host entity or affiliate, unless such health practitioner is not a resident of this state and
1s employed by a disaster relief organization providing health services in this state
while an emergency declaration is in effect.

38-3-162.

This article shall only apply to volunteer health practitioners registered with a
registration system that complies with Code Section 38-3-164 and who provide health
services or veterinary services in this state for a host entity while an emergency
declaration is in effect.

38-3-163.
(a) For health services and veterinary services provided by volunteer health
practitioners pursuant to this article while an emergency declaration is in effect, the
Governor may waive, limit, restrict, or otherwise regulate:
(1) The duration of practice by such volunteer health practitioners with respect to
such services;
(2) The geographical areas in which such volunteer health practitioners may practice
with respect to such services;
(3) The types of volunteer health practitioners who may practice with respect to such
services; and
(4) Any other matters necessary
to coordinate effectively the provision of health services or veterinary services during
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the emergency.
(b) An order issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section may take effect
immediately, without prior notice or comment, and shall not be a rule within the
meaning of Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 'Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.'
(c) A host entity that uses volunteer health practitioners to provide health services or
veterinary services in this state shall:
(1) Consult and coordinate its activities with the Georgia Emergency Management
Agency, consistent with the Georgia Emergency Operations Plan, to provide for the
efficient and effective use of volunteer health practitioners; and
(2) Comply with the laws of this state relating to the management of emergency
health services or veterinary services.

38-3-164.
(a) To qualify as a volunteer health practitioner registration system, a system shall:
(1) Accept applications for the registration of volunteer health practitioners before or
during an emergency;
(2) Include information about the licensure and good standing of health practitioners
which is accessible by authorized persons;
(3) Be capable of confirming the accuracy of information concerning whether a
health practitioner is licensed and in good standing before health services or
veterinary services are provided under this article; and
(4) Meet one of the following conditions:
(A) Be an emergency system for advance registration of volunteer health care
practitioners established by a state and funded through the United States Department
of Health and Human Services under Section 3191 of the Public Health Services
Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 247d-7b;
(B) Be a local unit consisting of trained and equipped emergency response, public
health, and medical personnel formed pursuant to Section 2801 of the Public Health
Services Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 300hh;
(B.1) Be a member of an approved medical reserve corps;
(C) Be operated by a:
(1) Disaster relief organization;
(i1) Licensing board;
(111) National or regional association of licensing boards or health practitioners;
(iv) Health facility that provides comprehensive inpatient and outpatient health
care services, including a tertiary care and teaching hospital; or
(v)_Governmental entity; or
(D) Be designated by the Georgia Emergency Management Agency as a
registration system for purposes of this article.
(b) While an emergency declaration is in effect, the Georgia Emergency Management
Agency, consistent with the Georgia Emergency Operations Plan; a person authorized
to act on behalf of the Georgia Emergency Management Agency; or a host entity may
confirm whether volunteer health practitioners utilized in this state are registered with a
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registration system that complies with subsection (a) of this Code section.
Confirmation shall be limited to obtaining the identities of the volunteer health
practitioners from the system and determining whether the system indicates that the
volunteer health practitioners are licensed and in good standing.

(c) Upon request of a person in this state authorized under subsection (b) of this Code
section, or a similarly authorized person in another state, a registration system located
in this state shall notify the person of the identities of volunteer health practitioners and
whether the volunteer health practitioners are licensed and in good standing.

(d) A host entity shall not be required to use the services of a volunteer health
practitioner even if such volunteer health practitioner is registered with a registration
system that indicates that such volunteer health practitioner is licensed and in good

standing.

38-3-165.

(a)  While an emergency declaration is in effect, a volunteer health practitioner
registered with a registration system that complies with Code Section 38-3-164 and
who is licensed and in good standing in the state upon which such volunteer health
practitioner's registration is based may practice in this state to the extent authorized by
this article as if such volunteer health practitioner were licensed in this state.

(b) A volunteer health practitioner qualified under subsection (a) of this Code Section
shall not be entitled to the protections of this article if such volunteer health practitioner
is licensed in more than one state and any license of such volunteer health practitioner
1s_suspended, revoked, or subject to an agency order limiting or restricting practice
privileges or has been voluntarily terminated under threat of sanction.

38-3-166.

This article shall not affect credentialing or privileging standards of a health facility and
shall not preclude a health facility from waiving or modifying those standards while an
emergency declaration is in effect.

38-3-167.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, a volunteer health practitioner
shall adhere to the scope of practice for a similarly licensed volunteer health
practitioner established by the licensing provisions, practice acts, or other laws of this
state.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this article, this article shall not authorize a
volunteer health practitioner to provide services that are outside such volunteer health
practitioner's scope of practice, even if a similarly licensed volunteer health practitioner
in this state would be permitted to provide such services.

(c) A host entity may restrict the health services or veterinary services that a volunteer
health practitioner may provide pursuant to this article.

(d) A volunteer health practitioner shall not be considered to be engaging in
unauthorized practice unless such volunteer health practitioner has reason to know of
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any limitation, modification, or restriction under this Code section or that a similarly
licensed volunteer health practitioner in this state would not be permitted to provide
such services. A volunteer health practitioner has reason to know of a limitation,
modification, or restriction under this Code section or that a similarly licensed
volunteer health practitioner in this state would not be permitted to provide a service if:
(1) The volunteer health practitioner knows the limitation, modification, or restriction
exists or that a similarly licensed volunteer health practitioner in this state would not
be permitted to provide such service; or
(2) From all the facts and circumstances known to the volunteer health practitioner at
the relevant time, a reasonable person would conclude that the limitation,
modification, or restriction exists or that a similarly licensed volunteer health
practitioner in this state would not be permitted to provide such service.
(e) In addition to the authority granted by the laws of this state other than this article to
regulate the conduct of health practitioners, a licensing board or other disciplinary
authority in this state:
(1) May impose administrative sanctions upon a health practitioner licensed in this
state for conduct outside of this state in response to an out-of-state emergency;
(2) May impose administrative sanctions upon a health practitioner not licensed in
this state for conduct in this state in response to an in-state emergency; and
(3) Shall report any administrative sanctions imposed upon a health practitioner
licensed in another state to the appropriate licensing board or other disciplinary
authority in any other state in which such health practitioner is known to be licensed.
(f) In determining whether to impose administrative sanctions under subsection (e) of
this Code section, a licensing board or other disciplinary authority shall consider the
circumstances in which the conduct took place, including any exigent circumstances,
and the health practitioner's scope of practice, education, training, experience, and
specialized skill.

38-3-168.

(a) This article shall not limit rights, privileges, or immunities provided to volunteer
health practitioners by laws other than this article. Except as otherwise provided in
subsection (b) of this Code section, this article shall not affect requirements for the use
of health practitioners pursuant to the Emergency Management Assistance Compact.

(b) The Georgia Emergency Management Agency, pursuant to the Emergency
Management Assistance Compact, may incorporate into the emergency forces of this
state volunteer health practitioners who are not officers or employees of this state, a
political subdivision of this state, or a municipality or other local government within
this state.

38-3-169.

The Department of Public Health may promulgate rules and regulations to implement
this article. In doing so, the Department of Public Health shall consult with and
consider the recommendations of the Georgia Emergency Management Agency,
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consistent with the Georgia Emergency Operations Plan, and shall also consult with and
consider rules and regulations promulgated by similarly empowered agencies in other
states to_promote uniformity of application of this article and make the emergency
response systems in the various states reasonably compatible.

38-3-170.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (¢) of this Code section, a volunteer health

practitioner who provides health services or veterinary services pursuant to this article

shall not be liable for damages for his or her act or omission in providing such health
services or veterinary services.

(b) No person shall be vicariously liable for damages for an act or omission of a

volunteer health practitioner if such volunteer practitioner is not liable for the damages

under subsection (a) of this Code section.

(c) This Code section shall not limit the liability of a volunteer health practitioner for:
(1) Willful misconduct or wanton, grossly negligent, reckless, or criminal conduct;
(2) An intentional tort;

(3) Breach of contract;

(4) A claim asserted by a host entity or by an entity located in this or another state
which employs or uses the services of the volunteer health practitioner; or

(5) An act or omission relating to the operation of a motor vehicle, vessel, aircraft, or
other vehicle.

(d) A person that, pursuant to this article, operates, uses, or relies upon information

provided by a volunteer health practitioner registration system shall not be liable for

damages for an act or omission relating to that operation, use, or reliance unless such
act or omission is an intentional tort or is willful misconduct or wanton, grossly
negligent, reckless, or criminal conduct.

(e) In addition to the protections provided in subsection (a) of this Code section, a

volunteer health practitioner who provides health services or veterinary services

pursuant to this article shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges, or immunities which
may otherwise be provided by law.

38-3-171.

In applying and construing this uniform Act, consideration shall be given to the need to
promote uniformity of the law with respect to its subject matter among states that enact
iL”

SECTION 2.
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

On the adoption of the substitute, there were no objections, and the committee substitute
was adopted.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill by substitute,
was agreed to.
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Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y Butler Y James E Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H E Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

Y Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin Y Lucas Y Walker

E Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper Y McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
Y Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 52, nays O.

SB 230, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed by substitute.

The following communication was received by the Secretary:

OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
240 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Casey Cagle
Lieutenant Governor

Mr. David Cook
Secretary of the Senate
353 State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334
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Dear David:

In accordance with the Senate Rules, the Committee on Assignments hereby appoints
Senator Charlie Bethel to serve as Ex-Officio for the Senate Natural Resources
Committee meeting on 2/4/16. This appointment shall expire upon the adjournment of
the committee meeting.

Sincerely,

/s/ Casey Cagle
Lt. Governor
President of the Senate

Senator Cowsert of the 46th asked unanimous consent to suspend Senate Rule 3-1.2(a)
and allow the Secretary of the Senate to accept new legislation until 3:00 p.m. Friday,
February 5, 2016; the consent was granted.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate stand adjourned pursuant to HR 1114
until 10:00 a.m. Monday, February 8, 2016; the motion prevailed, and at 12:05 p.m. the
President announced the Senate adjourned.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Monday, February 8, 2016
Seventeenth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:14 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was confirmed.

The following message was received from the House through Mr. Reilly, the Clerk
thereof:

Mr. President:

The House has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following Bills of the
House:

HB 228. By Representatives Jones of the 167th, Atwood of the 179th, Werkheiser of
the 157th, Allison of the 8th, Kelley of the 16th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 15-16-21 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to fees for sheriff's services,
so as to provide for the sheriff to collect and deposit certain fees; to provide
for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

HB 730. By Representatives Powell of the 32nd and Weldon of the 3rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 8 of Title 35 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to employment and training of peace
officers, so as to add the commissioner of juvenile justice or his or her
designee as a voting member of the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and
Training Council; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

HB 747. By Representatives Rogers of the 10th, Nimmer of the 178th, Dickey of the
140th, Hitchens of the 161st, Powell of the 32nd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 40-1-8 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to safe operation of motor carriers and
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commercial motor vehicles, so as to update the reference date to federal
regulations regarding the safe operation of motor carriers and commercial
motor vehicles; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

By Representatives Jasperse of the 11th, McCall of the 33rd, England of the
116th, Ballinger of the 23rd, Meadows of the 5th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 43-50-3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to veterinarians
and veterinary technicians, so as to clarify the scope of the veterinarian-
client-patient relationship; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Rhodes of the 120th, McCall of the 33rd, Broadrick of
the 4th, Williams of the 119th, Knight of the 130th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 2 of Title 26 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to meat inspection, so as
to provide for the inspection and regulation of certain avian meat products
and facilities related to the processing of such products for human
consumption; to provide for uniformity; to remove an obsolete provision
relating to enforcement responsibility; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Glanton of the 75th, Douglas of the 78th, Scott of the
76th, Mabra of the 63rd, Stovall of the 74th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to conditionally repeal an Act providing for
homestead exemptions from ad valorem taxes for city purposes for
residents of the City of Jonesboro, approved May 14, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p.
5845), and to enact a new provision; to restate the amount of the homestead
exemption for the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that city;
to provide for definitions; to specify the terms and conditions of the
exemption and the procedures relating thereto; to provide for applicability;
to provide for a referendum, effective dates, specific conditional repeal, and
automatic repeal; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

By Representatives Hatchett of the 150th and Epps of the 144th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a charter for the
City of East Dublin, approved April 9, 1981 (Ga. L. 1981, p. 4645), as
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amended, particularly by an Act approved May 5, 2006 (Ga. L. 2006, p.
4402), so as to change the corporate limits of the city; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Fleming of the 121st and Jackson of the 128th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide a homestead exemption from
McDuffie County school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes
in the amount of half the assessed value of the homestead for residents of
that school district who are 70 years of age or older and in the full amount
of the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that school district
who are 75 years of age or older; to provide for definitions; to specify the
terms and conditions of the exemption and the procedures relating thereto;
to provide for applicability; to provide for a referendum, effective dates,
and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representative Strickland of the 111th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide a new charter for
the City of Stockbridge, approved April 4, 1991 (Ga. L. 1991, p. 4359), as
amended, so as to revise the manner of filling vacancies on the governing
authority; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Taylor of the 173rd, Carter of the 175th and Watson of
the 172nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the governing authority of the
City of Thomasville to levy an excise tax pursuant to subsection (b) of
Code Section 48-13-51 of the O.C.G.A.; to provide procedures, conditions,
and limitations; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

By Representatives Spencer of the 180th and Corbett of the 174th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for a new charter
for the City of St. Marys, Georgia, approved April 9, 1981 (Ga. L. 1981, p.
4763), as amended, so as to provide for the manner of election of the mayor
and council; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to

committee:
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By Senators Thompson of the 14th, Hill of the 32nd, Cowsert of the 46th,
McKoon of the 29th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 15-11-2 and Title 19 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions for the Juvenile
Code and domestic relations, respectively, so as to provide that causing a child
to be conceived as a result of violating certain prohibitions relating to certain
offenses is an additional ground for terminating parental rights; to revise
definitions; to provide that causing a child to be conceived as a result of
violating certain prohibitions relating to certain offenses is an additional
ground for losing parental rights and is relevant in certain adoption
proceedings; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 332.

By Senators Kennedy of the 18th, VanNess of the 43rd, Dugan of the 30th,
Cowsert of the 46th, Walker I1I of the 20th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 16-11-130 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to exemptions from Code Sections 16-11-
126 through 16-11-127.2, so as to clarify the judges and Justices who are
exempt from various weapons carry laws and prohibitions; to amend Chapter 5
of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to drivers'
licenses, so as to provide for the issuance of personal identification cards to
certain judges and Justices of the federal and state judiciary who are exempt
from various weapons carry laws and prohibitions; to provide for rules and
regulations; to provide for fees; to provide for related matters; to provide for an
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil.

SB 333.

By Senators Kennedy of the 18th, VanNess of the 43rd, Dugan of the 30th,
Cowsert of the 46th, Walker I1I of the 20th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 3 of Title 14 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to nonprofit corporations, so as to allow
for a nonprofit corporation organized in a foreign jurisdiction to change its
jurisdiction of organization to this state; to allow for a nonprofit corporation
organized in this state to change its jurisdiction of organization to a foreign
jurisdiction; to provide for a definition; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Ultilities.
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By Senators Seay of the 34th, Orrock of the 36th and James of the 35th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 4 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to water and sewer projects and
costs tax, so as to provide that municipalities that are parties to certain
intergovernmental sewer service agreements may implement a sales tax for
water and sewer projects and costs; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SB 335.

By Senators Black of the 8th, Hufstetler of the 52nd, Hill of the 6th, Jones of
the 10th and Lucas of the 26th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 7 of Chapter 20 of Title 47 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, the "Public Retirement Systems
Investment Authority Law," so as to revise provisions related to permissible
investments in commingled funds and collective investment funds; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Retirement.

SB 336.

By Senators Black of the 8th, Hufstetler of the 52nd, Jones of the 10th and
Lucas of the 26th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 5 of Title 47 of the
0.C.G.A., related to retirement plans of the Georgia Municipal Employees
Benefit System, so as to permit governing bodies of municipal corporations to
enact plans or join a master plan by resolution in addition to ordinance; to
designate a board of trustees for a master plan; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Retirement.

SB 337.

By Senators Walker III of the 20th, Hill of the 6th, Hufstetler of the 52nd,
Cowsert of the 46th, Kirk of the 13th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 7 of Chapter 4 of Title 49 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to medical assistance generally,
so as to require the Department of Human Services to provide that certain
dependents of a military service member shall maintain eligibility and priority
for certain medical assistance and developmental disability services under
certain conditions; to require the department to request a waiver if necessary to
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implement such provision; to provide that such provision shall only apply to
the fullest extent permissible to remain in compliance with certain federal laws,
rules, and regulations; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

SB 338.

By Senators Hill of the 32nd and Thompson of the 14th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 9 of Title 34 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to workers' compensation
generally, so as to provide for a certificate of state law applicability to be
issued by the State Board of Workers' Compensation under certain
circumstances; to provide for an application fee; to authorize the board to
promulgate certain rules and regulations; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 339.

By Senator Parent of the 42nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a homestead
exemption from certain City of Decatur ad valorem taxes, approved April 19,
2000 (Ga. L. 2000, p. 4285), so as modify the amount of a homestead
exemption from City of Decatur ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes
except for ad valorem taxes levied to pay interest on and to retire municipal
bonded indebtedness in the amount of $25,000.00 of the assessed value of the
homestead for residents of that city; to provide for a referendum, effective
dates, and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

SB 340.

By Senator Parent of the 42nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing an additional
$2,000.00 homestead exemption from City of Decatur ad valorem taxes for
certain residents of said city, approved March 27, 1985 (Ga. L. 1985, p. 4140),
as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 25, 1986 (Ga. L. 1986, p.
4475), and by an Act approved April 13, 2001 (Ga. L. 2001, p. 4259); to
provide for applicability; to provide for a referendum, effective dates, and
automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
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By Senator Parent of the 42nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to repeal a former local constitutional
amendment, Ga. L. 1981, p. 1914, which former local constitutional
amendment was continued in effect as statutory law pursuant to Article VII,
Section II, Paragraph IV of the Constitution of Georgia and which provides for
a homestead exemption from certain city ad valorem taxes for residents of the
City of Decatur in an amount to be fixed by the governing authority of the city
at not more than $2,000.00 for the first year, and which may be increased
periodically, but which exemption shall not exceed $10,000.00; to provide for a
referendum, effective dates, and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

SB 342.

By Senator Parent of the 42nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide for a homestead exemption from City
of Decatur ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes except for ad valorem
taxes levied to pay interest on and to retire municipal bonded indebtedness in
the amount of $15,000.00 of the assessed value of the homestead for residents
of that city who are 62 years of age or older and whose income does not exceed
$50,000.00; to provide for definitions; to specify the terms and conditions of
the exemption and the procedures relating thereto; to provide for applicability;
to provide for a referendum, effective dates, and automatic repeal; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

SB 343.

By Senator Parent of the 42nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide a homestead exemption from City of
Decatur independent school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes
for five years in the full amount of the assessed value of the homestead for
residents of that school district who are 65 years of age or older; to provide for
definitions; to specify the terms and conditions of the exemption and the
procedures relating thereto; to provide for applicability; to provide for a
referendum, effective dates, and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
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SR 908. By Senators Gooch of the 51st, Mullis of the 53rd, Beach of the 21st, Harper of
the 7th and Ginn of the 47th:

A RESOLUTION creating the Senate Electronic Driver's License Study
Committee; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Rules.
SR 921. By Senator Wilkinson of the 50th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Mr. Charles Leroy "Buck" Simmons and
dedicating a road in his memory; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
The following House legislation was read the first time and referred to committee:

HB 228. By Representatives Jones of the 167th, Atwood of the 179th, Werkheiser of the
157th, Allison of the 8th, Kelley of the 16th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 15-16-21 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to fees for sheriff's services, so as to
provide for the sheriff to collect and deposit certain fees; to provide for an
effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

HB 730. By Representatives Powell of the 32nd and Weldon of the 3rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 8 of Title 35 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to employment and training of peace
officers, so as to add the commissioner of juvenile justice or his or her designee
as a voting member of the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training
Council; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

HB 747. By Representatives Rogers of the 10th, Nimmer of the 178th, Dickey of the
140th, Hitchens of the 161st, Powell of the 32nd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 40-1-8 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to safe operation of motor carriers and
commercial motor vehicles, so as to update the reference date to federal
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regulations regarding the safe operation of motor carriers and commercial
motor vehicles; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

HB 800. By Representatives Jasperse of the 11th, McCall of the 33rd, England of the
116th, Ballinger of the 23rd, Meadows of the 5th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 43-50-3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to veterinarians and
veterinary technicians, so as to clarify the scope of the veterinarian-client-
patient relationship; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws;
and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Consumer Affairs.

HB 815. By Representatives Rhodes of the 120th, McCall of the 33rd, Broadrick of the
4th, Williams of the 119th, Knight of the 130th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 2 of Title 26 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to meat inspection, so as to
provide for the inspection and regulation of certain avian meat products and
facilities related to the processing of such products for human consumption; to
provide for uniformity; to remove an obsolete provision relating to
enforcement responsibility; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Consumer Affairs.

HB 830. By Representatives Glanton of the 75th, Douglas of the 78th, Scott of the 76th,
Mabra of the 63rd, Stovall of the 74th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to conditionally repeal an Act providing for
homestead exemptions from ad valorem taxes for city purposes for residents of
the City of Jonesboro, approved May 14, 2002 (Ga. L. 2002, p. 5845), and to
enact a new provision; to restate the amount of the homestead exemption for
the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that city; to provide for
definitions; to specify the terms and conditions of the exemption and the
procedures relating thereto; to provide for applicability; to provide for a
referendum, effective dates, specific conditional repeal, and automatic repeal;
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
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HB 839. By Representatives Hatchett of the 150th and Epps of the 144th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing a charter for the City
of East Dublin, approved April 9, 1981 (Ga. L. 1981, p. 4645), as amended,
particularly by an Act approved May 5, 2006 (Ga. L. 2006, p. 4402), so as to
change the corporate limits of the city; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

HB 857. By Representatives Fleming of the 121st and Jackson of the 128th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to provide a homestead exemption from
McDuffie County school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes in
the amount of half the assessed value of the homestead for residents of that
school district who are 70 years of age or older and in the full amount of the
assessed value of the homestead for residents of that school district who are 75
years of age or older; to provide for definitions; to specify the terms and
conditions of the exemption and the procedures relating thereto; to provide for
applicability; to provide for a referendum, effective dates, and automatic
repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

HB 863. By Representative Strickland of the 111th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide a new charter for the
City of Stockbridge, approved April 4, 1991 (Ga. L. 1991, p. 4359), as
amended, so as to revise the manner of filling vacancies on the governing
authority; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.

HB 867. By Representatives Taylor of the 173rd, Carter of the 175th and Watson of the

172nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to authorize the governing authority of the City of
Thomasville to levy an excise tax pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section
48-13-51 of the O.C.G.A.; to provide procedures, conditions, and limitations;
to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
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HB 880. By Representatives Spencer of the 180th and Corbett of the 174th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend an Act providing for a new charter for
the City of St. Marys, Georgia, approved April 9, 1981 (Ga. L. 1981, p. 4763),
as amended, so as to provide for the manner of election of the mayor and
council; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

Referred to the Committee on State and Local Governmental Operations.
The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:

Mr. President:

The Committee on Appropriations has had under consideration the following legislation
and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

HB 750 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Hill of the 4th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Insurance and Labor has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 158 Do Pass by substitute
SB 277 Do Pass by substitute
SB 290 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Bethel of the 54th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Judiciary has had under consideration the following legislation and
has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:
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HB 52 Do Pass by substitute
SB 262 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator McKoon of the 29th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Natural Resources and the Environment has had under consideration
the following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with
the following recommendation:

HB 172 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Ginn of the 47th District, Chairman

Senator Heath of the 31st was excused for business outside the Senate Chamber.

Senator Seay of the 34th asked unanimous consent that Senator Orrock of the 36th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Orrock was excused.

Senator Albers of the 56th asked unanimous consent that Senators Gooch of the 51st and
Millar of the 40th be excused. The consent was granted, and Senators Gooch and Millar

was excused.

Senator Black of the 8th asked unanimous consent that Senator Martin of the 9th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Martin was excused.

Senator Harbison of the 15th asked unanimous consent that Senator Thompson of the 5th
be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Thompson was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Parent

Beach Hill, Judson Rhett

Bethel Hufstetler Seay

Black Jackson, B Shafer

Burke Jackson, L Sims

Butler James Stone
Cowsert Jeffares Tate

Crane Jones, B Thompson, B

Davenport Jones, E Tippins
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Dugan Jones, H Unterman
Fort Kennedy VanNess
Ginn Kirk Walker
Harbin Ligon Watson
Harbison Lucas Wilkinson
Harper McKoon Williams, M
Henson Miller Williams, T
Hill, H Mullis

Not answering were Senators:

Gooch (Excused) Heath (Excused) Martin (Excused)
Millar (Excused) Orrock (Excused) Thompson, C. (Excused)

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Wilkinson of the 50th introduced the chaplain of the day, Reverend Andy Childs
of Toccoa, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Hill of the 6th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. Y. Julia Kao.

The President recognized U.S. Representative Tom Price who addressed the Senate
briefly.

The President recognized U.S. Representative Rick Allen who addressed the Senate
briefly.

Senator Dugan of the 30th recognized the University of West Georgia football team for
their record-breaking season, commended by SR 810, adopted previously. Coach Will
Hall addressed the Senate briefly.

The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 906. By Senator Millar of the 40th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Georgia State Chapter of the Philanthropic
Educational Organization Sisterhood and commending all 66 local chapters;
and for other purposes.

SR 907. By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Orrock of the 36th and Jackson of the 2nd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Thursday, February 25, 2016, as Lupus
Awareness Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.
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By Senator Black of the 8th:
A RESOLUTION commending Mr. Eddie B. Tucker; and for other purposes.

By Senators Orrock of the 36th, Henson of the 41st, Seay of the 34th, Butler of
the 55th, Fort of the 39th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the month of February as American Heart
Month in Georgia; and for other purposes.

By Senators Orrock of the 36th, Fort of the 39th, Henson of the 41st, Tate of
the 38th, Butler of the 55th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Mr. David Kayango and congratulating him
upon his appointment as the new CEO of the Center for Civil and Human
Rights; and for other purposes.

By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Miller of the 49th, Tate of the 38th, Cowsert of
the 46th and Jackson of the 24th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Gregg Allman for his 2015
Songwriters Award and third induction into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame;
and for other purposes.

By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Miller of the 49th, Tate of the 38th, Cowsert of
the 46th and Jackson of the 24th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Monica Pearson for her 2015
Chairman's Award and induction into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Miller of the 49th, Tate of the 38th, Cowsert of
the 46th and Jackson of the 24th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending John Huie for his 2015 Non-
Performer Award and induction into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Miller of the 49th, Tate of the 38th, Cowsert of
the 46th and Jackson of the 24th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending John Barbe and the late Jane
Barbe for their 2015 Pioneer Award and induction into the Georgia Music Hall
of Fame; and for other purposes.
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By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Miller of the 49th, Tate of the 38th, Cowsert of
the 46th and Jackson of the 24th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the band Drivin' N Cryin' for
their 2015 Group Award and induction into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame;
and for other purposes.

By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Miller of the 49th, Tate of the 38th, Cowsert of
the 46th, Jackson of the 24th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending Sam Moore for his 2015
Performer Award and induction into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame; and for
other purposes.

By Senators Parent of the 42nd, Butler of the 55th, Henson of the 41st, Millar
of the 40th and VanNess of the 43rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Emory Scholars Program; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Hill of the 6th, Gooch of the 51st, Mullis of the 53rd, Dugan of
the 30th, Hufstetler of the 52nd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the Georgia Public Policy
Foundation for its 25th year of continued service and work in researching and
analyzing state public policy issues to educate citizens and enhance economic
opportunity; and for other purposes.

By Senator Unterman of the 45th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 11, 2016, as Domestic Minor Sex
Trafficking Awareness Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senator Wilkinson of the 50th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending John and Bobbie Foster for
the dedication and service they have provided to the Cornelia radio station,
WCON, Habersham County, and the State of Georgia; and for other purposes.
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SENATE RULES CALENDAR
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8§, 2016
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

SB 278 Criminal Offenses; increase the penalty provisions; pimping and pandering
(Substitute)(JUDYNC-45th)

SB 283 Accounting for Public Funds; provide multibank pooling of depositories for
acceptance of deposits of public funds from public bodies (Substitute)
(B&FI-18th)

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee

The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:
SB 278. By Senators Unterman of the 45th, Stone of the 23rd and VanNess of the 43rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 16-6-13 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to penalties for violating Code Sections
16-6-9 through 16-6-12, so as to increase the penalty provisions relating to
pimping and pandering; to amend Code Section 42-1-12 of the Official Code
of Georgia Annotated, relating to the State Sexual Offender Registry, so as to
require registration on the State Sexual Offender Registry when an individual
is convicted for the third time for pandering; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The Senate Committee on Judiciary Non-Civil offered the following substitute to SB 278:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Code Section 16-6-13 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
penalties for violating Code Sections 16-6-9 through 16-6-12, so as to increase the
penalty provisions relating to pimping and pandering; to amend Code Section 42-1-12 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the State Sexual Offender Registry,
so as to require registration on the State Sexual Offender Registry when an individual is
convicted for the second time for pandering; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Code Section 16-6-13 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to penalties for
violating Code Sections 16-6-9 through 16-6-12, is amended by revising subsection (a)
and paragraph (2) of subsection (b) as follows:
"(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, a person

convicled ol any-of-the-offenses-entmerated--Code-Seetions:
(1) Violating Code Section 16-6-10 threugh—16-6-12 shall be punished as for a

misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature—A—person—convicted—ofthe—offense
enumerated-in;

(2) Violating Code Section 16-6-9 shall be punished as for a misdemeanor;

(3) Violating Code Section 16-6-11 shall be guilty of a felony and shall be punished
by a term of imprisonment of not less than one nor more than ten years; or

(4) Violating Code Section 16-6-12 for a first offense shall be punished as for a
misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature, provided that upon a second or
subsequent conviction for such offense he or she shall be guilty of a felony and
punished by imprisonment of not less than one nor more than ten years."

"(2) A person convicted of any of the offenses enumerated in Code Sections 16-6-10
through 16-6-12 when such offense involves the conduct of a person under the age of
16 years shall be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by imprisonment for a
period of not less than ten nor more than 30 years; and a fine of not more than
$100,000.00;-0rboth."

SECTION 2.
Code Section 42-1-12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the State
Sexual
Offender Registry, is amended by revising subparagraph (a)(10)(B.1) and adding a new
subparagraph to read as follows:
"(B.1) 'Dangerous sexual offense' with respect to convictions occurring afterJune
30; between July 1, 2015, and June 30, 2016, means any criminal offense, or the
attempt to commit any criminal offense, under Title 16 as specified in this paragraph
or any offense under federal law or the laws of another state or territory of the
United States which consists of the same or similar elements of the following
offenses:
(1) Aggravated assault with the intent to rape in violation of Code Section 16-5-
21;
(i1) Kidnapping in violation of Code Section 16-5-40 which involves a victim who
1s less than 14 years of age, except by a parent;
(i11) Trafficking a person for sexual servitude in violation of Code Section 16-5-
46;
(iv) Rape in violation of Code Section 16-6-1;
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(v) Sodomy in violation of Code Section 16-6-2;

(vi) Aggravated sodomy in violation of Code Section 16-6-2;

(vii)  Statutory rape in violation of Code Section 16-6-3, if the individual

convicted of the offense is 21 years of age or older;

(viii) Child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4;

(ix) Aggravated child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4, unless the

person was convicted of a misdemeanor offense;

(x) Enticing a child for indecent purposes in violation of Code Section 16-6-5;

(x1) Sexual assault against persons in custody in violation of Code Section 16-6-

5.1;

(xi1) Incest in violation of Code Section 16-6-22;

(xiii) A second conviction for sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-

22.1;

(xiv) Aggravated sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-22.2;

(xv) Sexual exploitation of children in violation of Code Section 16-12-100;

(xvi) Electronically furnishing obscene material to minors in violation of Code

Section 16-12-100.1;

(xvil) Computer pornography and child exploitation in violation of Code Section

16-12-100.2;

(xviil) Obscene telephone contact in violation of Code Section 16-12-100.3; or

(xix) Any conduct which, by its nature, is a sexual offense against a victim who is

a minor or an attempt to commit a sexual offense against a victim who is a minor.
(B.2) 'Dangerous sexual offense' with respect to convictions occurring after June
30, 2016, means any criminal offense, or the attempt to commit any criminal
offense, under Title 16 as specified in this paragraph or any offense under federal
law or the laws of another state or territory of the United States which consists of
the same or similar elements of the following offenses:

(1) Aggravated assault with the intent to rape in violation of Code Section 16-5-

21;

(11) Kidnapping in violation of Code Section 16-5-40 which involves a victim who

1s less than 14 years of age, except by a parent;

(i11) Trafficking a person for sexual servitude in violation of Code Section 16-5-

46,

(1v) Rape in violation of Code Section 16-6-1;

(v) _Sodomy in violation of Code Section 16-6-2;

(vi) Aggravated sodomy in violation of Code Section 16-6-2;

(vi1) _ Statutory rape in violation of Code Section 16-6-3, if the individual

convicted of the offense is 21 years of age or older;

(viii) Child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4;

(ix) Aggravated child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4, unless the

person was convicted of a misdemeanor offense;

(x) Enticing a child for indecent purposes in violation of Code Section 16-6-5;

(xi) Sexual assault against persons in custody in violation of Code Section 16-6-
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5.1;

(xi1) A second or subsequent conviction for pandering in violation of Code
Section 16-6-12;

(xii1) Incest in violation of Code Section 16-6-22;

(xiv) A second conviction for sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-
22.1;

(xv) Aggravated sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-22.2;

(xvi) Sexual exploitation of children in violation of Code Section 16-12-100;
(xviil) Electronically furnishing obscene material to minors in violation of Code
Section 16-12-100.1;

(xviii) Computer pornography and child exploitation in violation of Code Section
16-12-100.2;

(xix) Obscene telephone contact in violation of Code Section 16-12-100.3; or

(xx) Any conduct which, by its nature, is a sexual offense against a victim who is
a minor or an attempt to commit a sexual offense against a victim who is a minor."

SECTION 3.
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

On the adoption of the substitute, there were no objections, and the committee substitute
was adopted.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill by substitute,
was agreed to.

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack E Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y Butler Y James Y Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

Y Crane Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H Y Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

E Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin Y Lucas Y Walker

Y Harbison Y Martin Y Watson
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Y Harper Y McKoon Y Wilkinson
E Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
Y Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 53, nays O.
SB 278, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed by substitute.

SB 283. By Senators Kennedy of the 18th, Jones of the 25th, Miller of the 49th, Stone
of the 23rd, Rhett of the 33rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 8 of Title 45 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to accounting for public funds, so as to
provide for multibank pooling of depositories for the acceptance of deposits of
public funds from public bodies; to provide for definitions, procedures,
conditions, and limitations on the establishment of such pools; to provide for
multiple effective dates; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting
laws; and for other purposes.

The Senate Committee on Banking and Financial Institutions offered the following
substitute to SB 283:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 8 of Title 45 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
accounting for public funds, so as to provide for multibank pooling of depositories for the
acceptance of deposits of public funds from public bodies; to provide for definitions,
procedures, conditions, and limitations on the establishment of such pools; to provide for
an effective date; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other
purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 8 of Title 45 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to accounting
for public funds, is amended by revising Code Section 45-8-1, relating to definitions, as
follows:
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"45-8-1.
As used in this chapter, the term:
(1) 'Collecting officer' means any person who is either generally or specifically
elected, appointed, or employed, in whole or in part, to collect any tax, revenue, or
other moneys on behalf of the state or any of its political subdivisions or on behalf of
any board, commission, bureau, or department thereof. The term shall not mean any
state, municipality, or county tax collector or revenue agent pursuant to Title 48.
(2) 'Commissioner' means the commissioner of banking and finance.
(3) 'County authority' means the judge of the probate court or the board of county
commissioners or other tribunal, body, or officer having jurisdiction over the fiscal
affairs of the county.
(4)(A) 'Covered depository' means:
(i) Any depository whose total assets exceed $50 billion as of the latest
Consolidated Report of Condition and Income filed by the depository with the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and has qualified to serve as a depository
for state funds pursuant to Code Section 50-17-50; or
(i) A depository whose total assets are less than $50 billion as of the latest
Consolidated Report of Condition and Income filed by the depository with the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, has qualified to serve as a depository for
state funds pursuant to Code Section 50-17-50, and has elected to participate in the
multibank pooled method.
(B) A covered depository in operation as of January 1, 2016, may continue to
secure public body deposits using the dedicated method, the single bank method, or
both methods until policies and procedures have been approved by the State
Depository Board regarding the multibank pooled method, which shall occur no
later than July 1, 2017.
3)(5) 'Custodian' means the state treasurer, any Federal Reserve Bank, or any
Federal Home L.oan Bank approved by the state treasurer, or any bank, savings
association, or trust company that:
(A) Is organized and existing under the laws of this state, any other state, or the
United States;
(B) Has executed all forms required under this chapter or any rule adopted under
this chapter;
(C) Agrees to be subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state or of courts of
the United States which are located within this state for the purpose of any litigation
arising out of this chapter; and
(D) Has been approved by the state treasurer to act as a custodian;
and which holds a pool of collateral for public deposits established by a depository
pursuant to Code Section 45-8-13.
(6) 'Daily pool balance' means the daily balance of deposits of public funds held
by a depository which balance is secured by the single bank pooled method as
specified in paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section 45-8-13, or the multibank
pooled method as specified in paragraph (2) of subsection (c) of Code Section 45-8-
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13. Insured deposits and deposits of public funds for which no collateral is required
under subsection (b) or (d) of Code Section 45-8-12 or special deposits and operating
funds for which collateral has been duly waived pursuant to subsection (b) of Code
Section 45-8-11 or paragraph (3) of Code Section 50-17-53 shall be excluded from
the balance of deposits of public funds for purposes of determining the daily pool
balance.
S)(7) 'Default’ includes, without limitation, the failure or refusal of a publie
depository holding funds of a public body to pay any check or warrant drawn upon
sufficient and collected funds by any public body depositor or to return any deposit on
demand or at maturity together with interest as agreed; the issuance of an order by any
supervisory authority restraining such depository from making payments of deposit
liabilities; or the appointment of a receiver for such depository.
€6)(8) 'Depository' means any bank designated, named, or appointed from time to
time:
(A) By the State Depository Board as qualified to serve as a depository of state
funds pursuant to Code Section 50-17-50;
(B) By county authorities or others as depositories for county and other public
funds pursuant to Code Section 45-8-14; or
(C) By collecting officers and officers holding public funds as a depository for
public funds pursuant to Code Section 45-8-11.
H—Reserved:
£3(9) 'Officer to hold public funds' means not only the state treasurer, municipality
or county treasurers, the State School Superintendent, municipality or county school
superintendents, and treasurers of school districts, but also every other person, by
whatever name or title called, who shall be either generally or specially elected,
appointed, or employed with the duty, in whole or in part, to receive, hold, or disburse
any public money or revenue on behalf of the state or any of its political subdivisions
or on behalf of any board, commission, bureau, or department.
9)(10) 'Proper authority' means the officer, board, commission, or other tribunal or
body having the jurisdiction to act in the particular matter.
(1) 'Public body' means not only the state, municipalities, counties, school
districts, drainage districts, and other districts created for special purposes, but also
every other political subdivision of the state and every board, bureau, commission,
and department of the state or any subdivision thereof, as the context may require.
“b(2) 'State authority' means the officer or officers or board, bureau, commission,
or other person or persons who, in their official capacity, shall have, according to the
laws of this state, the duty or jurisdiction to act on behalf of the state in the particular
matter."

SECTION 2.
Said chapter is further amended in Code Section 45-8-12, relating to bonds and pledges
of securities for depositories, by revising subsections (b) and (c) as follows:
"(b) The collecting officer or officer holding public funds shall accept the guarantee or
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insurance of accounts of by the Federal Dep0s1t Insurance Corporatlon and—the

Gefpefaﬁeﬂ to secure pubhc funds on dep051t n deposuorles to the extent authorlzed
by federal law governing the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and-theFEederal
(¢) A depository may secure deposits made with it partly by surety bond, partly by
deposit of any one or more of the obligations referred to in subsection (a) of this Code
section, partly by the guarantee or insurance referred-to-tn—subsection(b)-ofthis-Cede
seetton of accounts by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or by any
combination of these methods. Fhe Except for covered depositories, the aggregate of
the face value of such surety bond and the market value of securities pledged shall be
equal to not less than 110 percent of the public funds being secured after the deduction
of the amount of deposit insurance."

SECTION 3.
Said chapter is further amended in Code Section 45-8-13, relating to deposit of securities
by banks or depositories and interest or compensation, by revising subsections (b) and (c)
as follows:
"(b) Depositories that are not covered depositories may secure deposits of public funds
using the dedicated method er—the-pooled-method, the single bank pooled method, or
both methods, as enumerated in this subsection:
(1) Under the dedicated method, a depository shall secure the deposits of each of its
public body depositors separately. It is intended that the dedicated method is the
method permitted under Code Section 45-8-12 and that this method will not be
affected by this subsection; or
(2) Under the single bank pooled method, a depository shall secure deposits of public
funds of public bodies which have deposits with it through a pool of collateral
established by the depository with a custodian for the benefit of public bodies having
deposits with such depository as set forth in Code Section 45-8-13.1. If a depository
elects the single bank pooled method, it may use the single bank pooled method with
some public body depositors and the dedicated method with other public body
depositors.

Covered deposuorles shall secure public funds from public bodies as provided in thls

subsection:

(1) Establish a pool of collateral with a custodian for the benefit of public bodies
having deposits with such covered depository as set forth in Code Section 45-8-13.1;

(2) Secure deposits made with it partly by surety bond, partly by deposit of any one
or more of the obligations referred to in subsection (a) of Code Section 45-8-12,
partly by the guarantee or insurance of accounts by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, any obligation authorized pursuant to the policies and procedures of the
State Depository Board, or by any combination of these methods. The aggregate of




230 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

the face value of such surety bond and the market value of securities pledged shall be
a percent of the public funds being secured after the deduction of the amount of
deposit insurance as established quarterly pursuant to a formula proposed by the
commissioner and adopted by the State Depository Board based on the ratings of the
covered depository from one or more nationally recognized rating services. The
commissioner is authorized to propose to the State Depository Board multiple tiers of
collateralization requiring different percentages of securities to be pledged to secure
deposited public funds; and

(3) Under the multibank pooled method, each covered depository shall guarantee the
deposits of a public body against loss caused by the default of other depositories
within the multibank pool."

SECTION 4.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 45-8-13.1, relating to
depositories using pooled method of securing deposits of public funds and rights and
responsibilities of the state treasurer, as follows:
"45-8-13.1.
(a) Only depositories which have met the qualifications imposed by this Code section
may use the a pooled method. If a depository elects the a pooled method, it shall notify
the state treasurer in writing of its desire to utilize the a pooled method and the
proposed effective date thereof and provide to the state treasurer executed copies of the
custodial agreement, resolution, and other agreements and data as may be required by
the state treasurer. Upon meeting the qualifications of this Code section, the state
treasurer shall issue a certificate of qualification, and such bank or trust company shall
become a depository permitted to use the a pooled method.
(b) The aggregate of the market value of the securities pledged to secure a pool of
public funds under the single bank pooled method shall be not less than 110 percent of
the daily pool balance. The aggregate of the market value of the securities pledged to
secure a pool of public funds under the multibank pooled method shall be not less than
the percent established by the State Depository Board for the multibank pooled method
provided for in paragraph (2) of subsection (c) of Code Section 45-8-13, which shall be
neither less than 25 percent nor greater than 125 percent. Notwithstanding these
parameters for the multibank pool, the aggregate market value of securities pledged
shall be not less than 100 percent for amounts greater than 20 percent of the total daily
pool balance held by any one covered depository. The State Depository Board, upon
the recommendation of the state treasurer, in consultation with the commissioner, shall
have the authority to increase the percent collateralization of any covered depository to
a maximum of 125 percent at any time as economic conditions warrant.
(c)(1) A depository may not retain any deposit of public funds which is required to be
secured unless, within ten days thereafter or such shorter period as has been agreed
upon by the depository and the publie-depositorssecured-by-the-poeol state treasurer, it
has deposited for the benefit of the pool eligible collateral equal to its required
collateral pursuant to this Code section.




MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8§, 2016 231

(2) For reporting purposes, each depository using the a pooled method shall
determine the market value of its collateral. Each depository shall provide such
monthly reports to the state treasurer as the state treasurer shall require.
(3) A depository may not substitute or withdraw collateral previously pledged as part
of a pool without the prior approval of the state treasurer. The state treasurer shall
grant such approval if:
(A) In the case of substitution of collateral, the market value of the substituted
collateral is equal to or greater than the market value of the collateral withdrawn;
and
(B) In the case of withdrawal of collateral:
(1) The depository certifies in writing that such withdrawal will not reduce its
collateral below its required collateral; and
(11) This certification is substantiated by a statement of the depository's current
daily pool balance that indicates that after withdrawal such deposits will continue
to be secured to the full extent required by law.
(d) The state treasurer shall be authorized to delegate to any bank, savings association,
trust company, or other qualified firm, corporation, or association which is authorized
to transact business in the State of Georgia such of its rights and responsibilities with
respect to the a pooled method as the state treasurer deems appropriate including,
without limitation, the right to approve or disapprove any substitutions or withdrawals
permitted under this Code section. Fees and expenses of the bank, savings association,
trust company, or other qualified firm, corporation, or association to which the state
treasurer delegates his or her rights and responsibilities under this subsection shall be
paid by the depositories using the a pooled method.
(e) The state treasurer, upon a default by a depository using the a pooled method, shall
request immediate delivery of such part of the pooled, pledged collateral as may be
needed to hold the state treasurer or any public body depositor harmless from losses
incurred by the default. The state treasurer shall have full discretion as to the amounts
and securities to be delivered. The state treasurer shall sell as much of the collateral as
i1s needed to provide cash to cover the amount of the default and expenses resulting
therefrom. From the proceeds of the sale of such collateral, the state treasurer shall pay
any amounts owing to public body depositors who participated in the pooled fund of the
defaulting depository. Public body depositors whose deposits are secured by a single
bank pledetng pool of a defaulting depository shall look solely to the assets of such
pledging pool and to the assets of the defaulting depository and shall have no claim, ex
contractu or otherwise, against the state, other depositories, or the assets of pledging
pools created by other depositories. Public body depositors whose deposits are secured
in a multibank pool of a defaulting covered depository shall look to the assets of the
defaulting covered depository. If such assets are insufficient to cover amounts owing to
public body depositors, the state treasurer shall assess all covered depositories, except
the defaulting covered depository, on a pro rata basis based upon a covered depository's
percentage remaining share of the deposit of the public body; and a public body
depositor shall have no claim, ex contractu or otherwise, against the state, depositories
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outside the multibank pool, or the assets of pools in a defaulting depository created
outside the multibank pool. The failure of a covered depository to satisfy an
assessment from the state treasurer in a timely manner shall be an event of default.
(f) In addition to all of the rights provided to the state treasurer in this chapter, the state
treasurer shall have the following powers:
(1) To adopt such rules and prescribe such forms as may be necessary to accomplish
the purposes of this chapter;
(2) To decline, accept, or reduce the reported value of collateral, as circumstances
may require, in order to ensure the pledging of sufficient marketable collateral to meet
the purposes of this chapter;
(3) To suspend or disqualify any custodian or depository that has violated any
provision of this chapter or any rule adopted pursuant to this chapter;
(4) To require depositories to furnish detailed monthly reports of pubke deposits
from public bodies held by depesitors: the depository, including depositor names; and
addresses, deposit amounts, and any additional information requested by the state
treasurer;
(5) To confirm deposits of publie funds by a public body to the extent possible under
current law; and
(6) To monitor and confirm, as often as deemed necessary by the state treasurer, the
pledged collateral held by third-party custodians.
(g) Neither the provisions of this chapter nor the exercise of any right or duty by the
state treasurer or the commissioner authorized or permitted by Code Section 45-8-13 or
this Code section shall be construed as a waiver of sovereign immunity.
(h) Pursuant to Code Section 50-17-53 and the other powers of the State Depository
Board, the State Depository Board may establish policies and procedures related to the
operation of a multibank pool, including, but not limited to, defining eligible collateral,
establishing collateral limits, adopting the schedule of fees charged to covered
depositories, establishing a formula to calculate different collateralization tiers, and
reporting requirements."

SECTION 5.
This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming
law without such approval for purposes of promulgating rules and regulations.

SECTION 6.
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

Senator Crane of the 28th offered the following amendment #1:

Amend the committee substitute (LC 391192ERS) to SB 283 by striking “25 percent” on
line 162 and inserting in same place “100 percent”.
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On the adoption of the amendment, the President asked unanimous consent.
Senator Kennedy of the 18th objected.

On the adoption of the amendment, the yeas were 4, nays 47, and the Crane amendment
#1 to the committee substitute was lost.

On the adoption of the substitute, there were no objections, and the committee substitute
was adopted.

The report of the committee, which was favorable to the passage of the bill by substitute,
was agreed to.

On the passage of the bill, a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack Y Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson Y Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler Y Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B Y Seay

Y Burke Y Jackson, L Y Shafer

Y Butler Y James Y Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

N Crane Y Jones, B Y Tate

Y Davenport Y Jones, E Y Thompson, B
Y Dugan Y Jones, H Y Thompson, C
Y Fort Y Kennedy N Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

E Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin Y Lucas Y Walker

Y Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper N McKoon Y Wilkinson

E Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
Y Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were 51, nays 3.

SB 283, having received the requisite constitutional majority, was passed by substitute.
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The following communications were received by the Secretary:

Papne R. Allen 316 State Capitol, $.39.
Legislative Coungel Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Office of Legislative Counsel
General Agsembly of Georgia

8 February 2016

Honorable Brian P. Kemp
Secretary of State

214 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Secretary of State Kemp:

Enclosed is a certificate from the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives certifying that Honorable Robert L. Brown, Jr., was reelected as the
member of the State Transportation Board from the 4th Congressional District. He will
serve for a term expiring April 15, 2021. This certificate is furnished to you pursuant to
the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20.

With all good wishes, I am,
Respectfully,
/s/ Wayne R. Allen

Legislative Counsel

The General Asgembly
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
TO: HONORABLE BRIAN KEMP
SECRETARY OF STATE

This is to certify that Honorable Robert L. Brown, Jr., has been reelected, pursuant to the
provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, as a member of the State Transportation Board
from the 4th Congressional District for a term expiring April 15, 2021.

/s/ Honorable Casey Cagle
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

/s/ Honorable David Ralston
SPEAKER, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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The General Asgembly
State Capitol
Atlanta

CERTIFICATION OF CAUCUS ELECTION

Pursuant to the call for a caucus under the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, a
caucus was held on February 3, 2016, in the Senate Chamber of the State Capitol
Building. At that caucus, Honorable Robert L. Brown, Jr., was reelected as a member of
the State Transportation Board from the 4th Congressional District to serve a term
expiring April 15, 2021.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Honorable Gloria Butler
Senator, District 55
CHAIRMAN

/s/ Honorable Pam Stephenson
Representative, District 90
SECRETARY

Papne R. Allen 316 State Capitol, $.3.
P egislative Counsel Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Office of Legislative Counsel
General Agsembly of Georgia

8 February 2016

Honorable Brian P. Kemp
Secretary of State

214 State Capitol

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Secretary of State Kemp:
Enclosed is a certificate from the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives certifying that Honorable Jeff Lewis was reelected as the member of the
State Transportation Board from the 11th Congressional District. He will serve for a
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term expiring April 15, 2021. This certificate is furnished to you pursuant to the
provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20.

With all good wishes, I am,
Respectfully,

/s/ Wayne R. Allen
Legislative Counsel

The General Asgembly
State Capitol
Atlanta

TO: HONORABLE BRIAN KEMP
SECRETARY OF STATE

This is to certify that Honorable Jeff Lewis has been reelected, pursuant to the provisions
of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, as a member of the State Transportation Board from the
11th Congressional District for a term expiring April 15, 2021.

/s/ Honorable Casey Cagle
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

/s/ Honorable David Ralston
SPEAKER, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The General Asgembly
State Capitol
Atlanta

CERTIFICATION OF CAUCUS ELECTION

Pursuant to the call for a caucus under the provisions of O.C.G.A. Section 32-2-20, a
caucus was held on February 3, 2016, in the Senate Chamber of the State Capitol
Building. At that caucus, Honorable Jeff Lewis was reelected as a member of the State
Transportation Board from the 11th Congressional District to serve a term expiring April
15, 2021.



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8§, 2016 237

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Honorable Paul Battles

Representative, District 15
CHAIRMAN

/s/ Honorable Stacey Evans
Representative, District 42

SECRETARY

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved that the Senate adjourn until 10:00 a.m. Tuesday,
February 9, 2016.

The motion prevailed, and the President announced the Senate adjourned at 11:46 a.m.
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Senate Chamber, Atlanta, Georgia
Tuesday, February 9, 2016
Eighteenth Legislative Day

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment at 10:06 a.m. today and was called to order by
the President.

Senator Mullis of the 53rd reported that the Journal of the previous legislative day had
been read and found to be correct.

By unanimous consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.

The Journal was confirmed.

The following message was received from the House through Mr. Reilly, the Clerk
thereof:

Mr. President:

The House has passed by the requisite constitutional majority the following Bills of the
House:

HB 649. By Representatives Cooper of the 43rd, Clark of the 101st, Knight of the
130th, Jones of the 53rd, Stephenson of the 90th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 34 of Title 43 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to physicians, acupuncturists,
and others, so as to require licensure of lactation consultants; to provide for
a short title; to provide for legislative findings; to provide for definitions; to
provide for an advisory committee; to provide for licensure application and
qualifications; to provide for license renewal; to provide for statutory
construction; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

HB 759. By Representatives Willard of the 51st and Morris of the 156th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 19 of Title 15
of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the regulation of the
practice of law, so as to provide that certain activities by financial
institutions shall not constitute the unauthorized practice of law; to provide
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
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By Representatives Powell of the 32nd, Hitchens of the 161st, Petrea of the
166th, Waites of the 60th, Taylor of the 173rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 6 of Title 40 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions
regarding uniform rules of the road, so as to add utility service vehicles to
the "Spencer Pass Law"; to provide a procedure for passing stationary
utility service vehicles; to provide for definitions; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Ehrhart of the 36th and Meadows of the 5Sth:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 12 of Title 31 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the control of hazardous
conditions, preventable diseases, and metabolic disorders, so as to provide
for restrictions on the sale and dispensing of spectacles; to provide for
definitions; to provide for violations; to provide for related matters; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

By Representatives Lott of the 122nd, Williamson of the 115th, Cooper of
the 43rd, Fleming of the 121st, Sims of the 123rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 31-22-1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to clinical
laboratories, so as to provide that certain nondiagnostic laboratories are not
subject to state licensure as a clinical laboratory; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

The following Senate legislation was introduced, read the first time and referred to

committee:

SB 344. By Senators Williams of the 27th, Beach of the 21st and Millar of the 40th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 71 of Title 36 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to development impact fees, so as to
provide for development impact fees for education; to provide definitions; to
provide for the manner of calculation, imposition, and collection of such fees;
to provide for related matters; to provide for a contingent effective date; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.
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By Senators Hill of the 6th, Hill of the 32nd, VanNess of the 43rd, Bethel of
the 54th, Watson of the 1st and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 5 of Title 14 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to corporations organized for
religious, fraternal, or educational purposes, so as to provide for the policy of
the state with regard to determining the property rights of religious
organizations; to provide that such disputes shall be resolved by a neutral
principles analysis of all relevant matters; to provide for related matters; to
provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Government Oversight.

SB 346.

By Senators Beach of the 21st and Mullis of the 53rd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 12-16-3 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to the
"Environmental Policy Act," so as to exempt projects for the construction or
improvement of public roads from environmental effects reports in certain
instances; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.

SB 347.

By Senator Bethel of the 54th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to insurance, so as to provide for extensive changes to the
captive insurance company provisions of this title; to provide for definitions for
types of captive insurance companies; to provide for creation and regulation of
different types of captive insurance companies; to provide for certain
exemptions; to change certain requirements; to provide for regulation by the
Commissioner; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Insurance and Labor.

SB 348.

By Senators Tippins of the 37th, Cowsert of the 46th, Wilkinson of the 50th,
Williams of the 27th and Sims of the 12th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to education, so as to provide for college and career
academies as charter schools or as schools within a strategic waivers school
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system or charter system; to provide for requirements; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Youth.

SB 349.

By Senator Hill of the 32nd:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 46 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to generation and distribution of
electricity generally, so as to provide for legislative findings; to provide for the
development, content, and review of grid security plans; to provide for
recovery of costs; to provide for coordination of efforts; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Regulated Industries and Utilities.

SB 350.

By Senators Mullis of the 53rd, Watson of the 1st, Harper of the 7th, Shafer of
the 48th, Kennedy of the 18th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 7 of Chapter 13 of Title 48 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to taxation of consumer
fireworks, so as to dedicate moneys collected from the excise tax on the sale of
consumer fireworks for trauma care, fire services, and local public safety
purposes; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date
contingent on a certain ratification of the Constitution of Georgia; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

SR 925.

By Senators Henson of the 41st, Parent of the 42nd, Butler of the 55th, Tate of
the 38th, Cowsert of the 46th and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing Senator Michael Polak and dedicating a bridge
in his honor; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.

SR 926.

By Senators Miller of the 49th, Wilkinson of the 50th and Harper of the 7th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Corporal Matthew Brittin Phillips and
dedicating an intersection in his memory; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.
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SR 929. By Senators Williams of the 27th, Harper of the 7th, Mullis of the 53rd and

Albers of the 56th:

A RESOLUTION honoring the life of Sergeant David Paul "Bubba" Land and
dedicating an intersection in his memory; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation.

The following House legislation was read the first time and referred to committee:

HB 649. By Representatives Cooper of the 43rd, Clark of the 101st, Knight of the 130th,

Jones of the 53rd, Stephenson of the 90th and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 34 of Title 43 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to physicians, acupuncturists, and others,
so as to require licensure of lactation consultants; to provide for a short title; to
provide for legislative findings; to provide for definitions; to provide for an
advisory committee; to provide for licensure application and qualifications; to
provide for license renewal; to provide for statutory construction; to provide
for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

HB 759. By Representatives Willard of the 51st and Morris of the 156th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 3 of Chapter 19 of Title 15 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the regulation of the
practice of law, so as to provide that certain activities by financial institutions
shall not constitute the unauthorized practice of law; to provide for related
matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Financial Institutions.

HB 767. By Representatives Powell of the 32nd, Hitchens of the 161st, Petrea of the

166th, Waites of the 60th, Taylor of the 173rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Article 1 of Chapter 6 of Title 40 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding
uniform rules of the road, so as to add utility service vehicles to the "Spencer
Pass Law"; to provide a procedure for passing stationary utility service
vehicles; to provide for definitions; to provide for related matters; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.
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HB 775. By Representatives Ehrhart of the 36th and Meadows of the 5th:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Chapter 12 of Title 31 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the control of hazardous conditions,
preventable diseases, and metabolic disorders, so as to provide for restrictions
on the sale and dispensing of spectacles; to provide for definitions; to provide
for violations; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

HB 780. By Representatives Lott of the 122nd, Williamson of the 115th, Cooper of the
43rd, Fleming of the 121st, Sims of the 123rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Code Section 31-22-1 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions relative to clinical
laboratories, so as to provide that certain nondiagnostic laboratories are not
subject to state licensure as a clinical laboratory; to provide for related matters;
to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services.

The following committee reports were read by the Secretary:

Mr. President:

The Committee on Economic Development and Tourism has had under consideration the
following legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the
following recommendation:

SR 883 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Beach of the 21st District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Health and Human Services has had under consideration the following
legislation and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:
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SB 115 Do Pass by substitute SB 242 Do Pass
SB 248 Do Pass by substitute SB 271 Do Pass by substitute
SB 305 Do Pass SB 308 Do Pass by substitute

SB 314 Do Pass

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Unterman of the 45th District, Chairman

Mr. President:

The Committee on Public Safety has had under consideration the following legislation
and has instructed me to report the same back to the Senate with the following
recommendation:

SB 320 Do Pass by substitute

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Harper of the 7th District, Chairman

The following legislation was read the second time:

HB 52 HB 750 SB 158 SB 262 SB 277 SB 290
Senator Albers of the 56th asked unanimous consent that Senators Gooch of the 51st and
Crane of the 28th be excused. The consent was granted, and Senators Gooch and Crane

were excused.

Senator Harbison of the 15th asked unanimous consent that Senator Thompson of the 5th
be excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Thompson was excused.

Senator Tate of the 38th asked unanimous consent that Senator Butler of the 55th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Butler was excused.

Senator Stone of the 23rd asked unanimous consent that Senator Jones of the 25th be
excused. The consent was granted, and Senator Jones was excused.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their names:

Albers Hill, Jack Parent
Beach Hill, Judson Rhett
Bethel Hufstetler Seay
Black Jackson, B Shafer

Burke Jackson, L Sims
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Cowsert James Stone
Davenport Jeffares Tate

Dugan Jones, E Thompson, B
Fort Jones, H Tippins
Ginn Kennedy Unterman
Harbin Kirk VanNess
Harbison Ligon Walker
Harper Martin Watson
Heath McKoon Wilkinson
Henson Millar Williams, M
Hill, H Mullis Williams, T

Not answering were Senators:

Butler (Excused) Crane (Excused) Gooch (Excused)
Jones, B. (Excused) Lucas Miller
Orrock Thompson, C. (Excused)

Senator Orrock of the 36th was off the floor of the Senate when the roll was called and
wished to be recorded as present.

The members pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the
flag of Georgia.

Senator Millar of the 40th introduced the chaplain of the day, Reverend Dan Brown of
Dunwoody, Georgia, who offered scripture reading and prayer.

Senator Beach of the 21st recognized Mohawk Industries upon being named the 2015
Business Partner of the Year, commended by SR 904, adopted previously. Senior
Director of Human Resources Anne Cooper addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Walker III of the 20th recognized Houston County Career Academy upon being
named the 2015 College and Career Academy of the Year, commended by SR 903,
adopted previously. Principal Sabrina Phelps addressed the Senate briefly.

Senator Unterman of the 45th honored the life and memory of Dr. Thomas Edwin Seay,
commended by SR 793, adopted previously.

Senator Millar of the 40th introduced the doctor of the day, Dr. James Crownover.
Senator Unterman of the 45th recognized February 9, 2016, as Skin Cancer Awareness

Day at the state capitol, commended by SR 840, adopted previously. Dr. Sarit
Paktuwalla addressed the Senate briefly.
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The following resolutions were read and adopted:

SR 927.

SR 928.

SR 930.

SR 931.

SR 932.

SR 933.

By Senators Watson of the 1st, Burke of the 11th, Cowsert of the 46th, Ligon,
Jr. of the 3rd, Jackson of the 2nd and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring Dr. Lois T. Ellison, Augusta
University's medical historian in residence, for her contributions to the Georgia
Composite Medical Board and the state's medical school; and for other
purposes.

By Senators Harbison of the 15th and McKoon of the 29th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing February 23, 2016, as Columbus State
University Day at the state capitol; and for other purposes.

By Senators James of the 35th and Rhett of the 33rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the legacy of Drexel Catholic High School; and
for other purposes.

By Senator Mullis of the 53rd:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Dade County Public Library for being a
finalist in Library Journal's 2016 Best Small Library in America Contest; and
for other purposes.

By Senators Harper of the 7th, Watson of the 1st, Williams of the 27th and
Dugan of the 30th:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Georgia Law Enforcement Certification
Program and commending the commitment to excellence on the part of the
employees of state certified law enforcement agencies; and for other purposes.

By Senators Hill of the 6th, Hill of the 32nd, Dugan of the 30th, Hill of the 4th,
Beach of the 21st and others:

A RESOLUTION recognizing the importance of the proper positioning and
manner of display of the American flag as well as the uniforms of members of
the United States military in television and movies; and for other purposes.
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SR 924. By Senators Heath of the 31st, Ginn of the 47th, Shafer of the 48th, Cowsert of
the 46th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and others:

A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to enact legislation for
the purpose of enhancing hunting, fishing, recreational shooting, and other
outdoor recreational opportunities, as well as strengthen conservation efforts
nationwide; and for other purposes.

Senator Fort of the 39th was excused for business outside the Senate Chamber.

Senator Cowsert of the 46th moved to engross HB 742, which was on today's Senate
Rules Calendar.

Senator Henson of the 41st objected.

On the motion a roll call was taken, and the vote was as follows:

Y Albers Y Hill, Jack N Orrock

Y Beach Y Hill, Judson N Parent

Y Bethel Y Hufstetler N Rhett

Y Black Y Jackson, B N Seay

Y Burke N Jackson, L Y Shafer

N Butler N James N Sims

Y Cowsert Y Jeffares Y Stone

E Crane Y Jones, B N Tate

N Davenport N Jones, E Thompson, B
Y Dugan N Jones, H Y Thompson, C
E Fort Y Kennedy Y Tippins

Y Ginn Y Kirk Y Unterman

E Gooch Y Ligon Y VanNess

Y Harbin N Lucas Y Walker

N Harbison Y Martin Y Watson

Y Harper Y McKoon Y Wilkinson

Y Heath Y Millar Y Williams, M
N Henson Y Miller Y Williams, T
Y Hill, H Y Mullis

On the motion, the yeas were 37, nays 15; the motion prevailed, and HB 742 was

engrossed.
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SENATE RULES CALENDAR
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2016
EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY

SB 255 Garnishment Proceedings; modernize, reorganize, and provide
constitutional protections (Substitute)(JUDY-23rd)

SB 307 Public Roads; provide for definitions relative to advertising (Substitute)
(TRANS-21st)

HB 742 Revenue and taxation; Internal Revenue Code; define terms; incorporate
certain provisions of federal law into Georgia law (FIN-32nd) Knight-130th

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mullis of the 53rd, Chairman
Senate Rules Committee

The following legislation was read the third time and put upon its passage:

SB 255. By Senators Stone of the 23rd, Bethel of the 54th, Millar of the 40th, Albers of
the 56th, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd and others:

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Title 18 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to debtor and creditor, so as to modernize, reorganize, and
provide constitutional protections in garnishment proceedings; to provide for
definitions; to provide for an affidavit and summons of garnishment, contents,
and procedure for garnishment; to provide for property being subject to and
exempt from garnishment; to provide for a defendant's and third party's claim
and plaintiff's traverse and the procedure for claims and traverses; to provide
for procedures only applicable to financial institutions; to provide for and
require the use of certain forms for garnishment proceedings; to amend Code
Sections 44-7-50 and 53-12-80 of the O.C.G.A., relating to demand for
possession and spendthrift provisions, respectively, so as to correct cross-
references; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for
other purposes.

The Senate Committee on Judiciary offered the following substitute to SB 255:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 18 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to debtor and
creditor, so as to modernize, reorganize, and provide constitutional protections in
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garnishment proceedings; to provide for definitions; to provide for an affidavit and
summons of garnishment, contents, and procedure for garnishment; to provide for
property being subject to and exempt from garnishment; to provide for a garnishee's
answer to a summons of garnishment; to provide for garnishee expenses; to provide for a
defendant's and third party's claim and plaintiff's traverse to a garnishment proceeding; to
provide for procedure for claims and traverses; to provide for default judgment and
opening of default judgments; to provide for procedures only applicable to financial
institutions; to provide for release of garnishment; to provide for continuing
garnishments; to provide for continuing garnishment for support of family members; to
provide for and require the use of certain forms for garnishment proceedings; to amend
Code Sections 44-7-50 and 53-12-80 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating
to demand for possession and spendthrift provisions, respectively, so as to correct cross-
references; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Title 18 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to debtor and creditor, is
amended by repealing Chapter 4, relating to garnishment proceedings, and enacting a
new Chapter 4 to read as follows:

"CHAPTER 4
ARTICLE 1

18-4-1.

As used in this chapter, the term:
(1) 'Disposable earnings' means that part of the earnings of an individual remaining
after the deduction for federal income tax, state income tax, withholdings for the
Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA), and other mandatory deductions
required by law.
(2) 'Earnings' means compensation paid or payable for personal services, whether
denominated as wages, salary, commission, fee, bonus, tips, overtime, or severance
pay, including recurring periodic payments from pensions or retirement plans,
including, but not limited to, the United States Department of Veterans Affairs,
Railroad Retirement Board, Keoghs, and individual retirement accounts.
(3) 'Entity' means a public corporation or a corporation, limited liability company,
partnership, limited partnership, professional corporation, firm, or other business
organization other than a natural person.
(4) 'Financial institution' means every federal or state chartered commercial or
savings bank, including savings and loan associations and cooperative banks, federal
or state chartered credit unions, benefit associations, insurance companies, safe-
deposit _companies, trust companies, any money market mutual fund, or other
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organization held out to the public as a place of deposit of funds or medium of savings
or collective investment.

(5) 'Garnishee answer' or 'garnishee's answer' means the response filed by a garnishee
responding to a summons of garnishment detailing the money or other property of the
defendant that is in the possession of the garnishee or declaring that the garnishee
holds no such money or other property of the defendant.

(6) 'Public corporation' means any department, agency, branch of government, or
political subdivision, as such term is defined in Code Section 50-15-1, or any public
board, bureau, commission, or authority created by the General Assembly.

18-4-2.

(a) The procedure in garnishment cases shall be uniform in all courts throughout this
state that have jurisdiction to preside over garnishment proceedings.

(b) In all cases when a money judgment was obtained in a court of this state or a
federal court or is being enforced in this state as provided in Article 5 of Chapter 12 of
Title 9, the 'Uniform Foreign-Country Money Judgments Recognition Act,' or Article 6
of Chapter 12 of Title 9, the 'Uniform Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Law,' the
plaintiff shall be entitled to the process of garnishment.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, Chapter 11 of Title 9 shall apply in
garnishment proceedings.

(d) Any affidavit, garnishee answer, or pleading required or permitted by this chapter
shall be amendable at any time before judgment is entered or before money or other
property subject to garnishment is distributed by the court.

18-4-3.
(a) The plaintiff, the plaintiff's attorney, or the plaintiff's agent shall make, on personal
knowledge or belief, an affidavit setting forth that the plaintiff has a judgment against a
named defendant, the amount remaining due on the judgment, the name of the court
which rendered the judgment, and the case number thereof.
(b) Upon the filing of the affidavit described in subsection (a) of this Code section with
the clerk of any court having jurisdiction to preside over garnishment proceedings, such
clerk shall cause a summons of garnishment to issue, provided that the plaintiff's
affidavit is:
(1) Made before any officer authorized to administer oaths, a notary public, such
clerk, or the deputy clerk of the court in which the garnishment is filed; and
(2) Submitted to and approved by any judge of the court in which the garnishment is
filed or submitted to and approved by any clerk or deputy clerk of such court if the
court has promulgated rules authorizing the clerk or deputy clerk of such court to
review and approve affidavits of garnishment.
(c) An affidavit of garnishment may be electronically submitted to the clerk or deputy
clerk of the court if the court has promulgated rules authorizing such submission.
(d) The form for an affidavit of garnishment is set forth in Code Section 18-4-71.
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18-4-4.
(a) All obligations owed by the garnishee to the defendant at the time of service of the
summons_of garnishment upon the garnishee and all obligations accruing from the
garnishee to the defendant throughout the garnishment period shall be subject to the
process of garnishment. No payment made by the garnishee to the defendant or on his
or her behalf, or by any arrangement between the defendant and the garnishee, after the
date of service of the summons of garnishment upon the garnishee shall defeat the lien
of such garnishment.
(b) All money or other property of the defendant in the possession or control of the
garnishee at the time of service of the summons of garnishment upon the garnishee or
coming into the possession or control of the garnishee throughout the garnishment
period shall be subject to the process of garnishment, provided that, in the case of
collateral securities in the hands of a creditor, such securities shall not be subject to
garnishment so long as there is an amount owed on the debt for which the securities
were given as collateral.
(c) The garnishment period shall begin on the day of service of the summons of
garnishment and, for:

(1) A continuing garnishment, shall include the next 179 days;

(2) Garnishments, other than a continuing garnishment or continuing garnishment for

support, served on a financial institution, shall include the next 24 hours;

(3) A continuing garnishment for support, shall remain for so long as the defendant is

employed by the garnishee and shall not terminate until the original arrearage is

retired; and

(4) All other garnishments, shall include the next 29 days.

18-4-5.
(a)(1) Subject to the limitations set forth in Code Sections 18-4-6 and 18-4-53, the
maximum part of disposable earnings for any work week which is subject to
garnishment shall not exceed the lesser of:
(A) Twenty-five percent of the defendant's disposable earnings for that week; or
(B) The amount by which the defendant's disposable earnings for that week exceed
$217.00.
(2) In case of earnings for a period other than a week, a multiple of $7.25 per hour
shall be used.
(b) The limitation on garnishment set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section shall
apply although the garnishee may receive a summons of garnishment in more than one
garnishment case naming the same defendant unless the garnishee has received a
summons of continuing garnishment for support as provided in Article 3 of this chapter.
(c)  No employer shall discharge an employee by reason of the fact that such
employee's earnings have been subjected to garnishment for any one obligation, even
though more than one summons of garnishment may be served upon such employer
with respect to the obligation.
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18-4-6.
(a)(1) Certain earnings or property of the defendant may be exempt from the process
of garnishment.
(2) Funds or benefits from an individual retirement account or from a pension or
retirement program shall be exempt from the process of garnishment until paid or
otherwise distributed to a member of such program or beneficiary thereof. Such funds
or benefits, when paid or otherwise distributed to such member or beneficiary, shall
be exempt from the process of garnishment only to the extent of the limitations
provided in Code Section 18-4-5 for other disposable earnings, unless a greater
exemption is otherwise provided by law.
(3) Funds in an unfunded plan maintained by an employer primarily for the purpose
of providing deferred compensation for a select group of management or highly
compensated employees shall not be exempt from the process of garnishment.
(4) Exempt property shall not be considered disposable earnings for purposes of
Code Section 18-4-5 or subsection (b) of Code Section 18-4-53.
(b) Not later than ten days after the effective date of this Code section, the Attorney
General shall create and maintain on the Department of Law's website a list of
exemptions that a defendant may be allowed by law to claim in relation to a
garnishment of his or her earnings or property. The Attorney General shall revise such
list when exemptions are repealed, revised, or created by law. The Attorney General
shall transmit a copy of such list to each clerk of court in this state who issues
summonses of garnishment and transmit a revised list when a change is made to such
list.
(c) Each clerk of court in this state who issues summonses of garnishment shall post
and update such list of exemptions as promulgated by the Attorney General and shall
provide such list to individuals upon request.
(d) A defendant may claim an exemption as provided in Code Section 18-4-15.
(e) The fact that an exemption is not identified by the Attorney General shall not
preclude a defendant from claiming an exemption.

18-4-17.
(a) The amount shown on the summons of garnishment shall not exceed the amount the
defendant owes the plaintiff pursuant to a judgment.
(b)(1) A summons of garnishment, or an attachment thereto, shall state on its face
with particularity all of the following information, to the extent reasonably available
to the plaintiff:
(A) The name of the defendant and, to the extent such would reasonably enable the
garnishee to properly respond to the summons of garnishment, all known
configurations, nicknames, aliases, former or maiden names, trade names, or
variations thereof;
(B) The service address and the current address of the defendant and, to the extent
such would reasonably enable the garnishee to properly respond to the summons of
garnishment and such is reasonably available to the plaintiff, the past addresses of
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the defendant; and
(C) _The social security number or federal tax identification number of the
defendant; provided, however, that if such summons is filed with a court, the court
filing shall be redacted in accordance with Code Section 9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54, as
applicable. The defendant's full social security number or federal tax identification
number shall be made known to the garnishee and defendant in accordance with
Code Section 9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54, as applicable, to the extent such information is
reasonably available to the plaintiff.
(2) A summons of garnishment on a financial institution shall not be used for a
continuing garnishment or continuing garnishment for support. A summons of
garnishment on a financial institution, or an attachment thereto, shall also state with
particularity the defendant's account, identification, or tracking numbers known to the
plaintiff used by the garnishee in the identification or administration of the defendant's
funds or property; provided, however, that if such summons is filed with a court, the
court filing shall be redacted in accordance with Code Section 9-11-7.1 or 15-10-54,
as applicable. The defendant's account, identification, or tracking numbers shall be
made known to the garnishee and defendant in accordance with Code Section 9-11-
7.1 or 15-10-54, as applicable, to the extent such information is known to the plaintiff.
(3) A misspelling of any information required by this subsection, other than the
surname of a natural person defendant, shall not invalidate a summons of
garnishment, so long as such information is not misleading in a search of the
garnishee's records.
(c) The form for a summons of garnishment is set forth in Code Section 18-4-74, and
the optional attachment thereto is set forth in Code Section 18-4-75. The form for a
summons of garnishment on a financial institution is set forth in Code Section 18-4-76,
and the attachment thereto is set forth in Code Section 18-4-77. The form for a
summons of garnishment on a financial institution shall not be used for a continuing
garnishment or continuing garnishment for support.
(d) When a plaintiff uses the incorrect form for a summons of garnishment of any type,
the garnishment shall not be valid and the garnishee shall be relieved of all liability.

18-4-8.
(a) The plaintiff shall serve the garnishee, as provided in Code Section 9-11-4, or,
when the garnishment is filed in a magistrate court, the plaintiff may serve the
garnishee by using the constable of the magistrate court in the manner set forth in Code
Section 9-11-4, with a copy of the affidavit of garnishment, summons of garnishment,
Notice to Defendant of Right Against Garnishment of Money, Including Wages, and
Other Property, and Defendant's Claim Form. The plaintiff shall fill in the style of the
case, except for the civil action file number, and the garnishment court information on
such notice and claim form. Such notice and claim form are set forth in Code Section
18-4-82.
(b)(1) Not more than three business days after service of the summons of
garnishment on the garnishee, the plaintiff shall cause a copy of the affidavit of
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garnishment, a copy of the summons of garnishment, a copy of the Notice to

Defendant of Right Against Garnishment of Money, Including Wages, and Other

Property, and a copy of the Defendant's Claim Form as described in subsection (a) of

this Code section, using one of the following methods:

(A)(1) To be sent to the defendant at the defendant's last known address by:
(I) Regular mail; and
(II) Registered or certified mail or statutory overnight delivery, return receipt
requested.
(11) The return receipt indicating receipt by the defendant, the envelope bearing
the official notification from the United States Postal Service of the defendant's
refusal to accept delivery of such registered or certified mail, the envelope bearing
the official notification from a commercial firm of the defendant's refusal to accept
such statutory overnight delivery, or an official written notice from the United
States Postal Service of the defendant's refusal to accept delivery of such
registered or certified mail shall be filed with the clerk of the court in which the
garnishment is pending.
(111) The defendant's refusal to accept or failure to claim such registered or
certified mail or statutory overnight delivery addressed to such defendant shall be
deemed notice to such defendant;
(B)(1) To be delivered personally to the defendant by:
(I) An individual who is not a party and is not younger than 18 years of age;
(II) _An individual who has been appointed by the court to serve process or is a
permanent process server;
(III) _ The sheriff of the county where the action is brought or where the
defendant is found or by such sheriff's deputy;
(IV) The marshal or sheriff of the court or by such official's deputy;
(V) The constable of the magistrate court, when the garnishment is filed in a
magistrate court, or by the constable's deputy; or
(VI) A certified process server as provided in Code Section 9-11-4.1.
(11) A certification by the person making the delivery shall be filed with the clerk
of the court in which the garnishment is pending; or
(C) To be sent to the defendant by regular mail at the address at which the
defendant was served as shown on the return of service in the action resulting in the
judgment when it shall appear by affidavit to the satisfaction of the clerk of the

court that the defendant resides out of this state, has departed this state, cannot, after
due diligence, be found within this state, or has concealed his or her place of
residence from the plaintiff. A certificate of such mailing shall be filed with the
clerk of the court in which the garnishment is pending by the person mailing such
notice.

(2) The methods of notification specified in this subsection shall be cumulative and

may be used in any sequence or combination. When it appears that a plaintiff has

reasonably, diligently, and in good faith attempted to use one method, another method

thereafter may be utilized; for the time during which the attempt was being made, the
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time limit shall be tolled for the subsequent method.
(3) No money or other property paid or delivered to the court by the garnishee shall
be distributed nor shall any judgment be rendered against the garnishee until:
(A) Ten days have elapsed from the date of compliance with at least one method of
notification provided by this subsection; and
(B) If a garnishee answer was filed:
(1) Twenty days have elapsed from the filing of the garnishee's answer without a
claim having been filed by any defendant or third party and without a traverse
having been filed by the plaintiff; or
(11) All traverses filed prior to the twenty-first day from the filing of the
garnishee's answer have been adjudicated and all claims have been adjudicated.

18-4-9.

(a) Summonses of garnishment may issue from time to time until the judgment is paid
or the garnishment proceeding is otherwise terminated.

(b) No new summons of garnishment on the same affidavit of garnishment shall be
issued after two years from the date of the original filing of such affidavit. The
garnishment proceeding based on such affidavit shall automatically stand dismissed
unless there are funds remaining in the registry of the court or a new summons of
garnishment has been issued in the preceding 30 days.

18-4-10.

(a) The summons of garnishment shall state that if the garnishee fails to file a
garnishee's answer to such summons in a timely manner, a judgment by default shall be
entered against the garnishee for the amount remaining due on a judgment as shown in
the plaintiff's affidavit of garnishment.

(b) The summons of garnishment shall be directed to the garnishee, commanding the
garnishee to respond and state what money or other property is subject to garnishment.
Except as provided in subsection (c¢) of this Code section and Articles 2 and 3 of this
chapter, the garnishee's answer shall be filed with the court issuing the summons not
sooner than 30 days and not later than 45 days after service of the summons, and the
money or other property subject to garnishment shall be paid to or delivered to the court
concurrently with such garnishee's answer.

(c) _When the garnishee is a financial institution and the garnishment is not a continuing
garnishment or continuing garnishment for support, such garnishee's answer shall be
filed with the court issuing the summons of garnishment not sooner than one day and
not later than ten days after service of the summons, and the money or other property
subject to garnishment shall be paid to or delivered to the court concurrently with such
garnishee's answer. If the defendant does not have an active account with and is not the
owner of any money or other property in the possession of such financial institution,
then the garnishee may immediately file the garnishee's answer; provided, however,
that such garnishee's answer shall be filed not later than ten days after service of the
summons.
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18-4-11.
(a) Within the time prescribed by Code Section 18-4-10, the garnishee shall file a
garnishee answer. Along with the garnishee's answer, the garnishee shall pay or deliver
to the court the money or other property admitted in the garnishee's answer to be
subject to garnishment.
(b) If in responding to the summons of garnishment the garnishee shall state that the
property of the defendant includes property in a safe-deposit box or similar property,
the garnishee shall respond to the court issuing the summons of garnishment as to the
existence of such safe-deposit box and shall restrict access to any contents of such safe-
deposit box until the earlier of:
(1) Further order of such court regarding the disposition of the contents of such safe-
deposit box; or
(2) The elapsing of 120 days from the date of filing of the garnishee answer unless
such time has been extended by the court.
(c) If the garnishee has been served with a summons in more than one garnishment
case involving the same defendant, the garnishee shall state in each garnishee answer
that the money or other property is being paid or delivered to a specifically named court
subject to the demands of other cases and shall give the numbers of all such cases in
each garnishee answer.
(d) If the garnishee is unable to respond with the specific information required by this
Code section, the garnishee's inability shall be stated in the garnishee's answer, together
with all the facts plainly, fully, and distinctly set forth, so as to enable the court to give
judgment thereon.
(e) The form for a garnishee answer is set forth in Code Section 18-4-84, and the form
for a financial institution garnishee answer is set forth in Code Section 18-4-85.

18-4-12.

(a) When a garnishment proceeding is filed in a court under any provision of this
chapter involving an entity as garnishee, the execution and filing of a garnishee answer
may be done by an entity's authorized officer or employee and shall not constitute the
practice of law. If a claim or traverse is filed to such entity's garnishee answer in a
court of record, an attorney shall be required to represent such entity in further
garnishment proceedings.

(b) An entity's payment into court of any money or other property of the defendant, or
money or other property which is admitted to be subject to garnishment, may be done
by an entity's authorized officer or employee and shall not constitute the practice of
law.

18-4-13.
(a) All garnishee answers shall, concurrently with filing, be served by the garnishee
upon the plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney and the defendant or the defendant's

attorney.
(b)(1) Service of the garnishee's answer upon the plaintiff shall be shown by the:
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(A) Written acknowledgment of the plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney; or
(B)  Certificate of the garnishee or the garnishee's attorney, attached to the
garnishee's answer, that a copy of the garnishee's answer was mailed to the plaintiff
or the plaintiff's attorney.
(2) No service upon the plaintiff shall be required unless the name and address of the
plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney shall legibly appear on the face of the summons of
garnishment.
(3) If the garnishee fails to serve the plaintiff, the plaintiff shall be allowed 20 days
from the time the plaintiff receives actual notice of the garnishee's answer to traverse
the garnishee's answer.
(c)(1) Service of the garnishee's answer upon the defendant shall be shown by the:
(A) Written acknowledgment of the defendant or the defendant's attorney; or
(B)  Certificate of the garnishee or the garnishee's attorney, attached to the
garnishee's answer, that a copy of the garnishee's answer was mailed to the:
(1) Defendant's attorney; or
(11) Defendant at the last address known to the garnishee.
(2) No service upon the defendant shall be required by a financial institution
garnishee if the defendant does not have an active account with and is not the owner
of any money or other property in the possession of such financial institution.
(d) The garnishee shall provide the defendant, by regular mail at the defendant's last
address known to the garnishee, with the Notice to Defendant of Right Against
Garnishment of Money, Including Wages, and Other Property and the Defendant's
Claim Form that it received from the plaintiff as set forth in subsection (a) of Code
Section 18-4-8.

18-4-14.

(a) The garnishee shall be entitled to the garnishee's actual reasonable expenses,
including attorney's fees, in preparing and filing a garnishee's answer. The amount of
expenses incurred shall be taxed in the bill of costs and shall be paid by the party upon
whom the cost is cast, as costs are cast in other cases. The garnishee may deduct
$50.00 or 10 percent of the amount paid into court, whichever is greater, not to exceed
$100.00, as reasonable attorney's fees or expenses.

(b) If the garnishee can show that the garnishee's actual attorney's fees or expenses
exceed the amount provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section, the garnishee
shall petition the court for a hearing at the time of filing the garnishee's answer without
deducting from the amount paid into court. Upon hearing from the parties, the court
may enter an order for payment of actual attorney's fees or expenses proven by the
garnishee to have been incurred reasonably in preparing and filing the garnishee's
answer.

(c) In the event the garnishee makes the deduction permitted in subsection (a) of this
Code section but the costs are later cast upon the garnishee, the garnishee shall
forthwith refund to the defendant the funds deducted; if the costs are later cast against
the plaintiff, the court shall enter judgment in favor of the defendant and against the
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plaintiff for the amount of the deductions made by the garnishee.
(d) Nothing in this Code section shall limit the reimbursement of costs incurred by a
financial institution as provided in Code Section 7-1-237.

18-4-15.

(a) A garnishment proceeding is an action between the plaintiff and garnishee;
provided, however, that at any time before a judgment is entered or before money or
other property subject to garnishment is distributed, the defendant may become a party
to the garnishment by filing a claim with the clerk of court and may use the form set
forth in Code Section 18-4-82. A defendant's claim shall assert the basis upon which he
or she claims that his or her money or other property is exempt from garnishment.
Money or other property may be exempt from garnishment for a variety of reasons,
including, but not limited to, the limitations on garnishment as provided in Code
Sections 18-4-5 and 18-4-53, exemptions as provided in Code Section 18-4-6, the
plaintiff not having a judgment against the defendant, the amount claimed due by the
plaintiff being erroneous, such money or other property being subject to a claim held by
a third party that is superior to the judgment described in the affidavit of garnishment,
or other legal or statutory defenses. Even when earnings are held at a financial
institution, such money may be exempt from garnishment due to the limitations on
garnishment as provided in Code Sections 18-4-5 and 18-4-53, exemptions as provided
in Code Section 18-4-6, or other reasons.

(b) The defendant shall serve a copy of his or her claim upon the plaintiff and
garnishee. The clerk of court shall transmit a copy of the defendant's claim to the
plaintiff and garnishee. If the defendant's claim alleges that money or other property in
the possession of the court may be subject to a claim held by a third party that is
superior to the judgment described in the affidavit of garnishment, the defendant shall
serve a copy of his or her claim upon the third party named in such claim.

(c) The defendant shall become a party to all proceedings by filing a claim pursuant to
this Code section.

(d) Upon the filing of the defendant's claim, a judge of the court in which the
garnishment is pending shall order a hearing to be held not more than ten days from the
date the claim is filed. The form for the order for such hearing is set forth in Code
Section 18-4-83. Such hearing shall be available to the defendant as a matter of right
after filing his or her claim, and no further summons of garnishment shall issue nor
shall any money or other property paid or delivered to the court as subject to
garnishment be disbursed until the hearing shall be held.

(e) The validity of the judegment upon which a garnishment is based shall only be
challenged in accordance with Chapter 11 of Title 9, and no such challenge shall be
entertained in the garnishment case. However, when the court finds that the defendant
has attacked the validity of the judgment upon which the garnishment is based in an
appropriate forum, the judge may order the garnishment be stayed until the validity of
the judgment has been determined in such forum.

(f) The filing of a claim by the defendant shall not relieve the garnishee of the duties of
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filing a garnishee answer, of withholding money or other property subject to
garnishment, or of paying or delivering to the court any money or other property
subject to garnishment.

(g2) A party's failure to include the civil action file number on a defendant's claim shall
not affect the validity of such claim.

18-4-16.

Within 20 days after the plaintiff has been served with the garnishee's answer, the
plaintiff may file a traverse stating that the garnishee's answer is untrue or legally
insufficient. Such statement places in issue all questions of law and fact concerning the

garnishee's answer. The form for a plaintiff's traverse is set forth in Code Section 18-4-
87.

18-4-17.

At any time before judgment is entered on the garnishee's answer or money or other
property subject to garnishment is distributed, any person may file a third-party claim in
writing under oath stating that he or she has a claim superior to that of the plaintiff to
the money or other property in the hands of the garnishee subject to the process of
garnishment, and the third-party claimant shall be a party to all further proceedings
upon the garnishment. A third-party claimant shall serve his or her claim upon the
plaintiff, defendant, and garnishee. The form for a third-party claim is set forth in Code
Section 18-4-88.

18-4-18.

When money or other property in court is subject to a third-party claim or to more than
one garnishment case, the party with the oldest entered judgment shall have priority to
such money or other property and any interested party to any one of the garnishment
cases may make a motion to the court where such money or other property has been
deposited for the distribution of such money or other property. Each party of interest in
each case and the clerk of court shall be served with a copy of the motion. Upon
hearing the motion, the court shall enter an order directing that the clerk be paid the
court cost of each garnishment proceeding first, and all remaining money or other
property shall be distributed in accordance with the laws governing the relative priority
of claims, judgments, and liens.

18-4-19.

(a) After the garnishee's answer is filed, the defendant's claim shall be tried first, the
plaintiff's traverse shall be tried second, and third-party claims shall be tried last;
provided, however, that the court shall retain the money or other property subject to
garnishment until the completion of the trial of all claims and traverses which are filed
under this chapter. The court may consolidate or bifurcate such actions for trial in the
court's discretion.

(b) If a claim or traverse has been filed, all parties of record may introduce evidence to
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establish their respective interests in the money or other property in court, and the court
shall direct that such money or other property be distributed in accordance with the
laws governing the relative priority of claims, judgments, and liens.
(c) When the defendant prevails upon the trial of his or her claim:
(1) That the plaintiff does not have a judgment against the defendant or that the
plaintiff's affidavit of garnishment is untrue or is legally insufficient, the garnishment
case shall be dismissed by the court, and any money or other property belonging to
the defendant in the possession of the court shall be restored to the defendant unless
another claim or traverse thereto has been filed;
(2) That the amount shown to be due on the plaintiff's affidavit of garnishment is
incorrect, the court may allow the summons of garnishment to be amended to the
amount proven to be owed, and if such amount is less than the amount shown to be
due by the plaintiff, any money or other property belonging to the defendant in the
possession of the court in excess of the amount due shall be restored to the defendant
unless another claim or traverse thereto has been filed;
(3) That the money or other property belonging to the defendant in the possession of
the court is exempt from garnishment, such exempt money or other property shall be
restored directly to the defendant. The court shall order such restoration within 48
hours; and
(4) Based on any legal or statutory defense or that money or other property in the
possession of the court may be subject to a claim held by a third party that is superior
to the judgment described in the affidavit of garnishment, the court shall determine
the disposition of the money or other property belonging to the defendant in the
possession of the court.
(d) On the trial of the plaintiff's traverse, if the court finds the garnishee has failed to
respond properly to the summons of garnishment, the court shall disallow any expenses
demanded by the garnishee and shall enter a judgment for any money or other property
paid or delivered to the court with the garnishee's answer, plus any money or other
property the court finds subject to garnishment which the garnishee has failed to pay or
deliver to the court; provided, however, that the total amount of such judgment shall not
exceed the amount shown to be due by the plaintiff, together with the costs of the
garnishment proceeding.

18-4-20.

When no claim has been filed and no traverse has been filed within 20 days after the

garnishee's answer is filed:
(1) If money is paid or delivered to the court by the garnishee, the clerk of the court
shall pay the money to the plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney upon application, and the
garnishee shall be automatically discharged from further liability with respect to the
summons of garnishment so answered;
(2) If property is delivered to the court by the garnishee, the sheriff, marshal,
constable, or like officer of the court shall sell the property in the manner provided by
law for the sale of property levied under an execution, and the garnishee shall be
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automatically discharged from further liability with respect to the summons of
garnishment so answered. The proceeds of such sale shall be paid or delivered to the
plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney upon application; or

(3) If money or other property admitted to be subject to the garnishment is not paid or
delivered to the court, judgment shall be entered for the plaintiff and against the
garnishee for such money or other property and execution shall issue on the judgment.

18-4-21.

Except as provided in Code Section 18-4-22, when a garnishee fails or refuses to file a
garnishee answer by the forty-fifth day after service of the summons of garnishment,
such garnishee shall automatically be in default. The default may be opened as a matter
of right by the filing of a garnishee answer within 15 days of the day of default and
payment of costs. If the case is still in default after the expiration of the period of 15
days, judement by default may be entered at any time thereafter against such garnishee
for the amount remaining due on the judgment obtained against the defendant as shown
in the plaintiff's affidavit of garnishment.

18-4-22.

When a garnishee is a financial institution and fails or refuses to file a garnishee answer
by the tenth day after service of the summons of garnishment, such garnishee shall
automatically be in default. The default may be opened as a matter of right by the filing
of a garnishee answer within 15 days of the day of default and payment of costs. If the
case is still in default after the expiration of the period of 15 days, judgment by default
may be entered at any time thereafter against such garnishee for the amount remaining
due on the judgment obtained against the defendant as shown in the plaintiff's affidavit
of garnishment.

18-4-23.

(a) A garnishee may be relieved from liability for failure to file a garnishee answer if
the plaintiff failed to provide the information required by paragraph (2) of subsection
(b) of Code Section 18-4-7 that would reasonably enable the garnishee to respond
properly to the summons of garnishment and a good faith effort to locate the requested
property was made by the garnishee based on the information provided by the plaintiff.
In determining whether a garnishee may be relieved of liability, the court shall consider
and compare the accuracy and quantity of the information supplied by the plaintiff
pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section 18-4-7 with the manner in
which such garnishee maintains and locates its records, the compliance by such
garnishee with its own procedures, and the conformity of the record systems and
procedures with reasonable commercial standards prevailing in the area in which such
garnishee is located.

(b) A garnishee and a plaintiff shall not be subject to liability to any party or nonparty
to the garnishment at issue arising from the attachment of a lien or the freezing,
payment, or delivery into court of money or other property reasonably believed to be
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that of the defendant if such attachment, freezing, payment, or delivery is reasonably
required by a good faith effort to comply with the summons of garnishment. In
determining whether such compliance by a garnishee is reasonable, the court shall
consider and compare the accuracy and quantity of the information supplied by the
plaintiff pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section 18-4-7 with the
manner in which such garnishee maintains and locates its records, the compliance by
such garnishee with its own procedures, and the conformity of the record systems and
procedures with reasonable commercial standards prevailing in the area in which such
garnishee is located.
(c)(1) As used in this subsection, the term:
(A) 'Association account' means any account or safe-deposit box or similar property
maintained by a corporation, statutory close corporation, limited liability company,
partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, foundation, trust,
national, state, or local government or quasi-government entity, or other
incorporated or unincorporated association.
(B) 'Fiduciary account’' means any account or safe-deposit box maintained by any
party in a fiduciary capacity for any other party other than the defendant in
garnishment. Without limiting the foregoing, such term shall include any trust
account as defined in Code Section 7-1-810, any account created pursuant to a
transfer governed by Code Section 44-5-119, and any agency account or safe-
deposit box governed by a power of attorney or other written designation of
authority.
(2)(A) A garnishee shall not be liable for failure to pay or deliver to the court
money or other property in an association account that may be subject to
garnishment by reason of the fact that a defendant is an authorized signer on such
association account, unless the summons of garnishment alleges that the association
account is being used by the defendant for an improper or unlawful purpose.
(B) A garnishee shall not be liable for failure to pay or deliver to the court money
or other property in a fiduciary account that may be subject to garnishment if such
fiduciary account specifically is exempted from garnishment as set forth in Code
Section 18-4-6.
(C) A garnishee shall not be liable for failure to pay or deliver to the court money
or other property in a fiduciary account that may be subject to garnishment by
reason of the fact that a defendant is a fiduciary of the fiduciary account, unless the
summons of garnishment is against the defendant in the defendant's capacity as a
fiduciary of the fiduciary account or the summons of garnishment alleges that the
fiduciary account is being used by the defendant for an improper or unlawful

purpose.

18-4-24.

(a) When a default judgment is rendered against a garnishee under Code Section 18-4-
21, 18-4-22. or 18-4-43, the plaintiff shall serve the garnishee, as provided in Code
Section 9-11-4, or, when the garnishment is filed in a magistrate court, the plaintiff may
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serve the garnishee by using the constable of the magistrate court in the manner set
forth in Code Section 9-11-4, with a copy of such default judegment. On a motion filed
not later than 90 days from the date the garnishee was served with such default
judgment, the garnishee may, upon payment of all accrued costs of court, have such
default judgment modified so that the amount of such default judgment shall be reduced
to an amount equal to the greater of $50.00 or $50.00 plus 100 percent of the amount by
which the garnishee was indebted to the defendant from the time of service of the
summons of garnishment through and including the last day on which a timely
garnishee answer could have been made for all money or other property belonging to
the defendant which came into the garnishee's hands from the time of service of the
summons through and including the last day on which a timely answer could have been
made and less any exemption allowed the defendant.

(b) On the trial of a motion to modify a default judegment, the burden of proof shall be
upon_any plaintiff who objects to the timeliness of the motion to establish that such
motion was not filed within the time provided for by this Code section.

18-4-25.
(a) A release of a summons of garnishment:
(1) Shall relieve the garnishee from any obligation to file a garnishee answer to any
summons of garnishment pending on the date of the release and shall authorize the
garnishee to pay or deliver to the defendant any money or other property in the
garnishee's possession belonging to the defendant; and
(2) Shall not operate as a dismissal of the garnishment proceeding.
(b) It shall be the duty of the clerk of the court in which garnishment proceedings are
pending to issue a release of garnishment if:
(1) The plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney requests a release in writing;
(2) The amount shown to be due on the plaintiff's affidavit of garnishment together
with the costs of the garnishment proceeding are paid into court;
(3) A judge enters an order, after a hearing required by this chapter, directing that the
garnishment be released; or
(4) The garnishment is dismissed.
(c) The form for a release of garnishment is set forth in Code Section 18-4-89.

ARTICLE 2

18-4-40.

(a) In addition to garnishment proceedings otherwise available under this chapter, in all
cases when a money judgment was obtained in a court of this state or a federal court or
i1s being enforced in this state as provided in Article 5 of Chapter 12 of Title 9, the
'Uniform Foreign-Country Money Judgments Recognition Act,' or Article 6 of Chapter
12 of Title 9, the 'Uniform Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Law,' a plaintiff shall be
entitled to the process of continuing garnishment against any garnishee who is an
employer of the defendant against whom the judgment has been obtained.
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(b) Unless otherwise specifically provided in this article, Article 1 of this chapter shall
apply to this article.

18-4-41.

(a) In addition to the information required by subsection (a) of Code Section 18-4-3, an
affidavit of continuing garnishment shall state that the plaintiff believes that the
garnishee is or may be an employer of the defendant and subject to continuing
garnishment.

(b) Only one summons of continuing garnishment shall issue on one affidavit of
continuing garnishment.

(c) The plaintiff shall serve a summons of continuing garnishment and provide notice
of exemptions in the same manner as provided for in Code Section 18-4-8.

(d) The form for an affidavit of continuing garnishment is set forth in Code Section 18-
4-72. The form for a summons of continuing garnishment is set forth in Code Section
18-4-78, and the optional attachment thereto is set forth in Code Section 18-4-79.

18-4-42.
(a) As used in this Code section, the term 'previous garnishee answer date' means the
date upon which the immediately preceding garnishee answer was filed.
(b) If the garnishee owes the defendant any sum for wages earned as the garnishee's
employee, the garnishee answer shall state specifically when the wages were earned by
the defendant, whether the wages were earned on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis, the
rate of pay and hours worked, and the basis for computation of earnings.
(c) The summons of continuing garnishment shall be directed to the garnishee,
commanding the garnishee:
(1) To file a first garnishee answer with the court issuing such summons not sooner
than 30 days and not later than 45 days after service of the summons of continuing
garnishment, for the period of time from the date of service through and including the
day of the first garnishee answer;
(2) To file subsequent garnishee answers with such court for the remaining period
covered by the summons of continuing garnishment; and
(3) To accompany all such garnishee answers with any money subject to continuing
garnishment.
(d)(1) Subsequent garnishee answers shall be filed not later than 45 days after the
previous garnishee answer date stating what money of the defendant is subject to
continuing garnishment from the previous garnishee answer date through and
including the date on which the next garnishee answer is filed.
(2) Subsequent garnishee answers shall not be required on a summons of continuing
garnishment if the preceding garnishee answer filed states what money of the
defendant is subject to continuing garnishment from the previous garnishee answer
date to and including the one hundred seventy-ninth day after service of the summons
of continuing garnishment.
(3) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this subsection, the last garnishee answer
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shall be filed not later than the one hundred ninety-fifth day after service of the
summons of continuing garnishment.
(e) The summons of continuing garnishment shall state that if the garnishee fails to file
a garnishee's answer to such summons in a timely manner, a judgment by default shall
be entered against the garnishee for the amount remaining due on a judgment as shown
in the plaintiff's affidavit of continuing garnishment.
(H)(1) If the employment relationship between the garnishee and the defendant does
not exist at the time of service of the summons of continuing garnishment, the
garnishee shall state in the garnishee answer that such relationship does not exist and
may immediately file the garnishee's answer; provided, however, that such garnishee's
answer shall be filed not later than 45 days after service of the summons of continuing
garnishment.
(2) When the defendant has been an employee of the garnishee, and if the defendant
1s no longer employed by the garnishee, the garnishee may immediately file the
garnishee's answer; provided, however, that such garnishee's answer shall be filed not
later than 45 days after service of the summons of continuing garnishment.
(3) If the employment relationship between the garnishee and the defendant
terminates on or after service of the summons of continuing garnishment, the
garnishee shall state in the garnishee answer that such relationship has been
terminated, giving the date of termination, and may immediately file the garnishee's
answer; provided, however, that such garnishee's answer shall be filed not later than
45 days after service of the summons of continuing garnishment.
(4) Upon the termination of employment of the defendant by the garnishee, the
garnishee shall be required to file a final garnishee answer stating the date of the
defendant's termination.
(2) When a garnishee answer is made pursuant to subsection (f) of this Code section,
no claim has been filed, and no traverse has been filed within 20 days after such
garnishee answer is filed, the garnishee shall be discharged from further liability and
obligation in the same manner as set forth under Code Section 18-4-20 for that
summons with respect to the period of continuing garnishment remaining after the
employment relationship is terminated.
(h) The form for a garnishee's answer to a continuing garnishment is set forth in Code
Section 18-4-86.

18-4-43.

(a) When a garnishee fails or refuses to file a garnishee answer at least once every 45
days, such garnishee shall automatically be in default. The default may be opened as
provided in Code Section 18-4-21. If the case is still in default after the expiration of
the period of 15 days, judgment by default may be entered at any time thereafter against
such garnishee for the amount remaining due on the judgment obtained against the
defendant as shown in the plaintiff's affidavit of continuing garnishment.

(b) A garnishee may obtain relief from a default judgment upon the same conditions as
provided in Code Section 18-4-24.




266 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

ARTICLE 3

18-4-50.
As used in this article, the term:
(1) 'Earnings' shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 18-4-1 and
shall include disability or retirement benefits that are received from the Social
Security Administration pursuant to Title II of the federal Social Security Act,
disability benefits that are received pursuant to the federal Veterans' Benefits Act of
2010, 38 U.S.C. Section 101, et seq., workers' compensation benefits, whether
temporary or permanent, and unemployment insurance benefits.
(2) 'Judgment' means an order for periodic support obtained:
(A) In a court of this state;
(B) In a court of another state which has been registered pursuant to Code Section
19-11-77 under the 'Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act' or as provided
in Article 3 of Chapter 11 of Title 19, the 'Uniform Interstate Family Support Act,’
or Article 6 of Chapter 12 of Title 9, the 'Uniform Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments Law';
(C) By a final administrative order for support issued by the Department of Human
Services; or
(D) By a final administrative order issued by a governmental agency of another
state.
(3) 'Periodic support' means money required to be paid regularly on a daily, weekly,
monthly, or other similar specified frequency for the support of a minor child of the
defendant or a spouse or former spouse of the defendant.

18-4-51.

(a) In addition to garnishment proceedings otherwise available under this chapter, in all
cases when a judgment was obtained or is being enforced, a plaintiff shall be entitled to
the process of continuing garnishment for support against any garnishee who is an
employer of the defendant against whom the judgment has been obtained.

(b) Unless otherwise specifically provided in this article, Articles 1 and 2 of this
chapter shall apply to this article.

18-4-52.
(a) In addition to the information required by subsection (a) of Code Sections 18-4-3
and 18-4-41, the plaintiff shall attach a certified copy of the judgment to be enforced to
the affidavit of continuing garnishment for support and shall state the following in such
affidavit:
(1) That the defendant is in arrears on the obligation of support in an amount equal to
or in excess of one month's obligation as decreed in such judgment;
(2) The amount of arrearage which exists under such judgment as of the date of the
execution of the affidavit;
(3) The amount of support due under the judgment for each obligee named therein,
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taking into account the possible attainment of majority or emancipation or death of
any minor child named in such judgment; and
(4) The date of the termination of the obligation of support of each obligee named in
the judgment, based upon the terms of such judgment, or, as to any obligee who is a
minor child, the date each such obligee shall attain the age of 18 years.
(b) Such affidavit may be amended from time to time by subsequent affidavits of any
party showing a modification or other amendment to the original judgment being
enforced. Such amended or subsequent affidavits shall include a certified copy of any
such modification or amendment and shall contain the information required by
paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection (a) of this Code section.
(c) The plaintiff shall serve the summons of continuing garnishment for support and
provide notice of exemptions in the same manner as provided for in Code Section 18-4-
8.
(d) The form for an affidavit of continuing garnishment for support is set forth in Code
Section 18-4-73.

18-4-53.

(a) A summons of continuing garnishment for support shall contain a notice to the
garnishee that such garnishment is based on a judgment governed by this article. The
form for a summons of continuing garnishment for support is set forth in Code Section
18-4-80, and the optional attachment thereto is set forth in Code Section 18-4-81.

(b) Subject to the limitations set forth in Code Section 18-4-6, the maximum part of
disposable earnings for any work week which shall be subject to continuing
garnishment for support shall not exceed 50 percent of the defendant's disposable
earnings for that week.

(c) Funds or benefits from an individual retirement account or from a pension or
retirement program shall not be exempt from the process of continuing garnishment for
support except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section for other disposable
earnings, unless a greater exemption is otherwise provided by law.

18-4-54.

(a) The money paid into court with the initial garnishee answer, after deduction for
costs, shall be first applied to the support payment required to be paid on a periodic
basis that has accrued on a daily basis, by converting the periodic amount to an annual
amount and dividing by 365, from the date of the plaintiff's affidavit of continuing
garnishment for support to the date of the initial garnishee answer. All sums in excess
of such payment shall be applied to the original arrearage. As used in this subsection,
the term 'original arrearage' means the sum of arrears existing as of the date of the
making of the plaintiff's affidavit of continuing garnishment for support, plus any
amounts includable pursuant to subsection (c) of this Code section.

(b) If the amount claimed as original arrearage as of the date of the making of the
plaintiff's affidavit of continuing garnishment for support is not satisfied by the money
payable into court under the initial garnishee answer, after application of the funds as
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set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section, the garnishee shall file further garnishee
answers no later than 45 days after the previous garnishee answer date, stating the
earnings accrued and the basis of their accrual and tendering such money accruing in
such period. The amounts paid into court pursuant to subsequent garnishee answers,
over and above the periodic payment accruing within such period, shall be applied to
the original arrearage until the same is retired.

(c) If the money paid into court pursuant to any garnishee answer is less than the sums
due under the support requirement accruing over the same period of time, after
allowance for any costs deductible from same, the resulting difference shall be added to
the amount due as original arrearage until the same is retired by subsequent payments.
(d) The garnishee shall file additional garnishee answers until the original arrearage is
retired and all support payments are current.

(e) _Upon the termination of employment of the defendant by the garnishee, the
garnishee shall be required to file a final garnishee answer stating the date of the
defendant's termination.

18-4-55.

The continuing garnishment for support described in this article shall attach for so long
as the defendant is employed by the garnishee and shall not terminate until the original
arrearage is retired and all support payments are current. The garnishee may rely upon
the information as to the termination date of the duty of support of any individual
claimed in the affidavit of continuing garnishment for support, the amount of the duty
of support to be paid, any sums paid by the defendant between the date of the filing of
such affidavit and the date of the initial garnishee answer, and the amount of the
original arrearage existing as of the date of such affidavit, unless the defendant files a
claim against such affidavit or the garnishee's answer and the court enters any finding
otherwise.

ARTICLE 4

18-4-70.

(a) For the purpose of this chapter, the forms contained in this article shall be required
to be used; provided, however, that a party may use its own format so long as it
contains all of the information in the form. A defendant may use the form provided in
Code Section 18-4-82 to file a claim or may use the defendant's own pleading. When a
case involves more than one plaintiff or defendant or necessitates the inclusion of
additional information, the form may be expanded to allow for the information
pertaining to all parties and such additional information to be displayed.

(b) The certificates of service provided within the forms in this article are included as
examples. A party may modify a certificate of service in accordance with the
circumstances of the case, including, but not limited to, transmission by e-mail as
provided in subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-5 or by court rule.

(c) A court may combine multiple forms.
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18-4-71.
'IN THE COURT OF COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
)
Plaintiff: )
)
Name )
)
Plaintiff's contact information: )
)
Name )
)  Civil Action File No.
Street Address )
)
City State ZIP Code )
)
E-mail Address )
)
Phone Number )
)
Bar Number )
)
V. )
)
Defendant: )
)
Name )
)
Street Address )
)
City State ZIP Code )
)
Garnishee: )
)
Name )
)
Street Address )
)
City State ZIP Code )
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AFFIDAVIT OF GARNISHMENT

o Check this box if the Garnishee is a financial institution.

o Check this box if garnishment is for the collection of child support or alimony.
See O.C.G.A. § 18-4-50, et seq.

Personally appeared , who on oath says:

(Print name)
1. T am the (Plaintiff)(Attorney at Law for Plaintiff)(Agent for Plaintiff). [Circle one]

2. The Plaintiff obtained a judgment against the Defendant in Case Number

in the Court of County,

State
and no agreement requires forbearance from the garnishment which is applied for
currently.
3. % is the balance due, which consists of the sum of $
Principal, $ Postjudgment interest, and $ Other (e.g.,

prejudgment interest, attorney's fees, costs [exclusive of the cost of this action]).
4. Upon the Affiant's personal knowledge or belief, the sum stated herein is unpaid.

This day of ,20
Affiant
Print name of Affiant
Sworn to and subscribed before me this day
of , 20

Notary Public or Deputy Clerk of Court'

18-4-72.
'IN THE COURT OF COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
Plaintiff:
Name

Plaintiff's contact information:

N N N N N N~ N~ N~

Name
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Civil Action File No.
Street Address
City State ZIP Code

E-mail Address

Phone Number

Bar Number
V.

Defendant:

Name

Street Address

City State ZIP Code

Garnishee:

Name

Street Address

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

City State ZIP Code

AFFIDAVIT OF CONTINUING GARNISHMENT

DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR A CONTINUING GARNISHMENT FOR
CHILD SUPPORT OR ALIMONY. SEE O.C.G.A. § 18-4-73.

Personally appeared , who on oath says:

(Print name)
1. T am the (Plaintiff)(Attorney at Law for Plaintiff)(Agent for Plaintiff). [Circle one]

2. The Plaintiff obtained a judgment against the Defendant in Case Number

in the Court of County,

State
and no agreement requires forbearance from the garnishment which is applied for
currently.

3. % is the balance due, which consists of the sum of $
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Principal, $ Postjudgment interest, and $ Other (e.g.,
prejudgment interest, attorney's fees, costs [exclusive of the cost of this action]).

4. Upon the Affiant's personal knowledge or belief, the sum stated herein is unpaid.
5. The Affiant believes that the Garnishee is an employer of the Defendant.

This day of ,20
Affiant
Print name of Affiant
Sworn to and subscribed before me this day
of , 20

Notary Public or Deputy Clerk of Court'

18-4-73.
'IN THE COURT OF COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
Plaintiff:
Name

Plaintiff's contact information:

Name

Civil Action File No.
Street Address
City State ZIP Code

E-mail Address

Phone Number

Bar Number

V.

[ ) gy g S gy N T W N N W g S T gy N T N Ny
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Defendant:

Name

Street Address

City State ZIP Code

Garnishee:

Name

Street Address

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

City State ZIP Code

AFFIDAVIT OF CONTINUING GARNISHMENT FOR SUPPORT

Personally appeared , who on oath says:

(Print name)
1. T am the (Plaintiff)(Attorney at Law for Plaintiff)(Agent for Plaintiff). [Circle one]

2. The Plaintiff obtained a judgment against the Defendant in Case Number

in the Court of County,

State
and no agreement requires forbearance from the garnishment which is applied for
currently.

3. The Affiant states that the Defendant is in arrears on the obligation for support in
an amount equal to or in excess of one month's obligation as decreed in the judgment
for support and provides the following information:
$ 1s the amount of arrearage which exists under the judgment as of the
execution of th