OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

240 STATE CAPITOL
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

BURT JONES
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

August 1, 2024

Mr. David Cook
Secretary of the Senate
353 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Secretary Cook,

Female athletes in Georgia have the right to compete on a fair and level playing field. But
in many sports, especially at the high school and collegiate levels, in order to enjoy that right,
women must have the opportunity to compete solely against other women. That right is threatened
around our country by radical policies governing amateur youth and collegiate athletics that allow
athletes who have gone through puberty as males to compete in many women’s sports. These
athletes enjoy physical advantages such as higher cardiovascular capacity and muscle mass and
greater bone density that unfairly disadvantage female athletes. It simply isn’t fair, and it is my
view that the Georgia Senate must learn more about the policies athletic associations and our
schools, colleges, and universities have implemented regarding the protection of women’s sports
and whether changes to state laws are necessary to preserve the rights of women and girls to fairly
compete. Therefore, pursuant to Section 5-2 of Senate Resolution 4, | hereby create the Senate
Special Committee on the Protection of Women’s Sports.

Membership. Senator Greg Dolezal shall serve as a member of the special committee and
will also serve as its chairperson. The special committee shall also be comprised of the following
Senators:

Senator Jason Anavitarte;

Senator Clint Dixon, Chair, Senate Committee on Education and Youth;
Senator Bo Hatchett;

Senator Billy Hickman, Chair, Senate Committee on Higher Education;
Senator Sheikh Rahman;

Senator Freddie Powell Sims; and

Senator Blake Tillery, Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

Powers and Duties. The special committee shall undertake a study of the conditions,
needs, issues, and problems related to the protection of women’s sports in Georgia at the K-12 and
college levels. Specifically, the committee may examine whether changes to state laws are




necessary to ensure that women may fairly compete in sports. The special committee may
recommend any action or legislation relating to these issues which it deems necessary or
appropriate.

Meetings. The chairperson shall call all meetings of the special committee. The special
committee may conduct such meetings at such places and at such times as it may deem necessary
or convenient to enable it to exercise fully and effectively its powers, perform its duties, and
accomplish the objectives and purposes set forth above.

Allowances, Expenses, and Funding. The members of the special committee shall receive
the allowances provided for in Code Section 28-1-8 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.
Such allowances shall not be received by any member of the special committee for more than five
days unless additional days are authorized. Funds necessary to carry out the activities of the special
committee shall come from funds appropriated to the Senate.

Report. In the event the special committee adopts any specific findings or
recommendations that include suggestions for proposed legislation, the chairperson shall file a
report of the same prior to the date of abolishment set forth below. In the event the special
committee adopts a report that does not include suggestions for proposed legislation, the
chairperson shall file the report. No report shall be filed unless the same has been approved prior
to the date of the special committee’s abolishment by majority vote of a quorum of the special
committee. A report so approved shall be signed by the chairperson of the special committee and
filed with the Secretary of the Senate. In the absence of an approved report, the chairperson may
file with the Secretary of the Senate a copy of the minutes of the meetings of the special committee
in lieu thereof.

Abolishment. The special committee shall stand abolished on December 15, 2024, subject
to any extensions of time granted pursuant to SR 4.

Please let me know if you need any additional information about this special committee.

Sincerely,

Lt. Governor Burt Jones
President of the Senate

CC:  Special Committee Members Senator John Kennedy, President Pro Tempore
Legislative Fiscal Office Senator Steve Gooch, Senate Majority Leader
Office of Legislative Counsel Senator Gloria Butler, Senate Minority Leader
Senate Press Office Senate Office of Policy & Legislative Analysis

Senate Budget & Evaluation Office



